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FARM SERVICE AGENCY

September 2008

Kittitas County FSA Today

Kittitas County FSA
607 Mt. View Avenue
Ellensburg, WA 98926
Office Phone: (509) 925-8585
Office Fax: (509) 925-8591

Office Hours
Monday — Friday
8:00 AM — 4:30 PM
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Office Staff
Brent Reitmeier, CED
Betty Cervine, PT

Farm Loan Staff
(509) 454-5746
Lisa Ruff, FLM
Scott Smith, FLO
Crispin Garza,
Service Center Liaison
Sandy Christensen, FLP Tech.

County Committee
Rick Haberman, Chair
Brent Dekoning, Vice Chair
Bart Bland, Member
Cristi Eaton, Advisor

Next COC Meeting

Tuesday, September 16
9:00 AM

Important Dates
9/16 — Deadline to purchase
buy-in NAP and CAT coverage
for 2008 crops

9/30 — Deadline to purchase
NAP and CAT coverage for
2009 crops

9/30 — Deadline for 2008 DCP
signup
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B e

County Committee Elections
A slate of nominees for your county committee election has been established.
The nominees are Rick Haberman and Doss Roberts. Both represent Local
Administrative Area (LAA) #1 which encompasses cropland, forest and
rangeland north of the Vantage Highway to the Chelan County line and from
Highway 97 (Blewett Pass) to the Columbia River. The next step in the election
process is mailing the ballots, which will begin on November 3, 2008. Voters
have until December 1, 2008, to return properly completed ballots to the
county office. Elected committee members and alternates take office on Jan. 1,
2009. Prospective Voter Requirements - Anyone who is eligible to
participate in any FSA program provided by law, regardless of the status of
funding, and who meets one of the following requirements is eligible to vote for
county committee members:
1. Voter is of legal voting age and actively participates in the operation of a
farm or ranch or,
2. The voter is not of legal voting age, but supervises and conducts the farming
operations on an entire farm. Discrimination Prohibited — No person shall be
denied the right to vote because of race, color, national origin, sex, religion,
age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation or marital or family status. If
you have any questions about your eligibility to vote, please contact your
county office staff.

2008 DCP

Producers have until September 30, 2008 to sign up in the Direct and Counter-
cyclical Program (DCP) for this fiscal year. Participants can expect their final
direct payment to be directly deposited into personal bank accounts sometime
during the first few weeks of October. The direct payment for a crop equals 85
percent of the farm’s base acreage times (x) the farm’s direct payment yield
times (x) the direct payment rate.

Buy-In Waiver
Producers can establish 2008 eligibility for the new disaster assistance
programs by paying a fee as required by the Food, Conservation and Energy
Act of 2008 (the 2008 Farm Bill). Ordinarily producers who wish to participate
in the new disaster programs would need crop insurance or non-insured crop
disaster assistance (NAP) coverage on all farms in all counties in which they
have an interest. Since the 2008 Farm Bill was enacted after the application
periods had closed for those programs, producers who did not have NAP or
crop insurance coverage could not comply with this requirement in order to be
eligible. However, the Farm Bill authorizes a waiver that allows producers to
pay a fee, called a “buy-in” fee, to be eligible for the new disaster assistance
programs. The buy-in fee is due no later than Sept. 16, 2008, 90 days after the
date of enactment, as required by the 2008 Act. Payment of the applicable
fees will allow the producer to be eligible for financial assistance under the
Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program (SURE), Livestock Forage
Disaster Program (LFP), Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees,
and Farm-raised Fish (ELAP) and the Tree Assistance Program (TAP). Those
who miss this opportunity will not be eligible for 2008 disaster assistance.
Producers are also reminded that the payment of the applicable buy-in fee
does not provide the producer crop insurance or NAP coverage for the 2008
crop year; it only affords eligibility for the disaster programs. The determination
of buy-in fees will be based on the insurability or NAP eligibility of the crop on
the sales closing deadline. Therefore, subsequent crops must have coverage
or have the buy-in fee collected in order for the producer to maintain SURE
eligibility. If the producer listed all crops, including the subsequent crops, on
the summary of coverage then the producer is considered to have coverage,
regardless of the indemnity election made by the producer. If all crops,
including subsequent crops, are not listed on the summary of coverage the
producer is required to pay the buy-in fee in order to be eligible for SURE.
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Succession-in-Interest
If you have made any changes that affect your interest in base acres since you signed your last Direct and
Counter-cyclical Program contract, you must report these successions-in-interests to the county committee
by Sept. 30, so that a final determination can be made on who is program eligible on the property.
Changes that qualify as a succession-in-interest include: a sale of land, a change of operator or producer,
including an increase or decrease in the number of partners, a foreclosure, bankruptcy or involuntary loss
of the farm, or a change in producer shares to reflect changes in the producer’s share of the crop(s) that
were originally approved on the contract. If a succession-in-interest has taken place, you, as the
“predecessor,” are required to refund any advance DCP payments you received for the affected base acres
before a payment can be made to the “successor.” Not reporting a succession-in-interest can result in
contract termination and a loss of program benefits.

NAP Coverage
The Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) was designed to reduce financial losses that
occur when natural disasters cause a catastrophic loss of production or prevented planting of an eligible
crop by providing coverage equivalent to catastrophic (CAT) insurance. Statute limits NAP to each
commercial crop or agricultural commodity, except livestock, for which CAT is not available. The
application deadline date for the 2009 coverage on fall seeded crops has been extended to December 1,
2008. In order to be eligible for disaster assistance programs, like SURE, producers are required to timely
purchase, at a minimum, CAT coverage for all insurable crops and/or NAP coverage for all non-insurable
crops on their entire farm(s). NAP coverage for 2009 costs $250 per crop, but not more than $750 per
producer per county, or not more than $1875 total per producer for all counties.

Farm Loans for Socially Disadvantaged
The Farm Service Agency makes direct and guaranteed loans to socially disadvantaged applicants,
enabling them to buy and operate family-size farms and ranches. Funds are reserved each year
specifically for these loans, but regular loan funds can also be used. Direct loans may be made to qualified
applicants by FSA for both farm operating and farm ownership purposes. Guaranteed farm loans also may
be made for ownership or operating purposes, and may be made by any lending institution subject to
Federal or state supervision (banks, savings and loans, and units of the Farm Credit System) and
guaranteed by FSA. FSA typically guarantees 90 or 95 percent of a loan against any loss that might be
incurred if the loan fails. Persons who are primarily and directly engaged in farming and ranching on family
size operations may apply. A family-size farm is one that a family can operate and manage itself.
Socially disadvantaged loan applicants do not receive automatic approval. In addition to being members of
a socially disadvantaged group, individual applicants under this program must meet all requirements for
FSA'’s regular farm loan program assistance, including: « Have a satisfactory history of meeting credit
obligations. ¢« Have sufficient education; training, or at least one-year’s experience in managing or operating
a farm or ranch within the last five years for a direct operating loan, or, for a direct farm ownership loan,
have participated in the business operation of a farm or ranch for three out of the last ten years. « Be a
citizen of the United States (or a legal resident alien), including Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, Guam,
American Samoa, and certain former Pacific Island Trust Territories; » Be unable to obtain credit elsewhere
at reasonable rates and terms to meet actual needs; and ¢ possess legal capacity to incur loan obligations.
A socially disadvantaged person is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic,
or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to his or her
individual qualities. For purposes of this program, socially disadvantaged groups are women, African
Americans, American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders. Contact
the FSA County Office Farm Loan Program staff for more details.

“The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability,
and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all
or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who
require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotapes, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-
2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C.
20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.”



