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Kittitas County FSA 
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Office Phone:  (509) 925-8585 
Office Fax:       (509) 925-8591 
 

Office Hours 
Monday – Friday 

8:00 AM – 4:30 PM 
 

Office Staff 
Brent Reitmeier, CED 

Betty Cervine, PT 
 

Farm Loan Staff 
(509) 454-5746 
Lisa Ruff, FLM 

Scott Smith, FLO 
Crispin Garza, 

Service Center Liaison 
Sandy Christensen, FLP Tech. 

 

 
 

County Committee 
Bart Bland, Chair 

Rick Haberman, Vice Chair 
Brent DeKoning, Member 

Cristi Eaton, Advisor 
 

Next COC Meeting 
Tuesday, March16, 2010 

@ 9:00 a.m. 
 

Important Dates 
 

February 15, 2010 Office 
closed in Observance of: 

 
 
 

Websites: 
 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/wa 
 
 

 
 
 

 

COUNTY COMMITTEE ELECTION RESULTS 
 
Congratulations to Brent DeKoning!  Mr. DeKoning was re-elected to represent the 
farmers and ranchers from Local Administrative Area 2 on the county committee 
(COC).  The elected will serve a three year term beginning January 1, 2010.  The 
results for Local Administrative Area 2 were: 
 

 Brent DeKoning Elected to the COC 
 Matt Esliinger  1st Alternate to the COC 

 
FSA appreciates all of the voters for taking the time to complete the election ballot.  
The county committee system works only because of your participation. 

 
ACTIVELY ENGAGED DEFINITION CHANGES 

 
Beginning with the 2010 program year, FSA has amended the rules that govern the 
requirements to be 'actively engaged' in farming.  These rules apply to eligibility for 
payments under the Direct and Counter-cyclical Program (DCP) or Average Crop 
Revenue Election (ACRE) program.  
 
FSA has implemented the following change to permit certain operations, most often 
family-run operations, to meet 'actively engaged' in farming requirements under less 
restrictive rules.  
 
Every stockholder or member of a legal entity, such as a corporation, does not have to 
contribute labor or management if both of the following apply:  
 

• at least half of the interest in the legal entity is held by stockholders or 
members who are providing active personal labor or active personal 
management that altogether qualifies as a significant contribution to the 
farming operation;  

• the members are collectively receiving, directly and indirectly, total payments 
that do not exceed $40,000.  

 
Please contact our office if you believe your operation is affected by this new 
exception. 
 

FARM STORAGE FACILITY LOAN PROGRAM 
 

Structures for hay are now available for producers through the Farm Storage Facility 
Loan Program. 
 
Some of the qualifications are: 
 

 A satisfactory credit rating 
 No delinquent Federal debt 
 Ability to repay the loan 
 Show a need for a storage facility 
 Annually provide multi-peril crop insurance or NAP coverage 

 
The structures allowed for hay structures must have a useful life of at least 15 years.  
The structure must be covered by insurance along with the crop. CCC will have a 
security interest in the facility.  Additional security requirements can be required.  
Concrete pads without walls are eligible for the FSFL as are hoop structures and dirt 
flooring.  All structures must be secured by a promissory note and security agreement.  
Severance agreements from all lien holders on the real estate where the facility will be 
located or from the owners of real estate will be required and CCC will hold the first 
lien.  The maximum loan amount is $500,000 per loan.  Loan terms available are 7, 10 
or 12 years depending on the amount of the loan.  The interest rate is fixed for the term 
of the loan with payments in equal installments.  Loans will not be disbursed until the 
facility has been erected and inspected.  The application fee is $100 and is not 
refundable.  CCC will pay all collateral lien searches, recording fees, and credit report 
fees.  Applicants pay all other fees.  For loans over $50,000, applicants will be required 
to pay the cost of obtaining a title search/opinion or title insurance.  
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“The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, 
political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited 
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USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or 
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FARM FINANCING AVAILABLE FROM THE FARM SERVICE AGENCY 
 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) provides direct and guaranteed loan assistance to farmers and ranchers at all stages 
in their operation.  It doesn’t matter if you are just starting out or an established business looking to grow, change 
direction, or just get back on your feet.  FSA provides financial 
assistance that helps sustain and grow American agriculture. 
 
FSA has loans available to assist with purchase and development of 
farm ground, purchase of livestock and equipment, and to provide 
financing for annual crop/livestock production costs.  FSA also has a 
rural youth loan program for kids between 10-21 who are involved 
with an organization like 4-H or FFA.  Emergency loans to assist 
with recovery from losses due to a natural disaster are available 
when a county has been declared a disaster.   
 
To be eligible for a FSA loan you must not be able to obtain credit from a traditional lender, have needed training and 
experience, operator of a family farm, and US citizen or legal resident. 
  

2010 FARM RECORD CHANGES 
 
Changes in leases, ownerships, or reorganizations of farm entities should be updated in our office as they are known.  
Updating your farm records as soon as possible is important and will help expedite your signup this spring when you 
come in to certify acreage and sign up your DCP farms.  Getting these items done and out of the way now will help 
reduce the amount of time you need to spend in the office during the busy signup period. 
 

FOREIGN BUYERS NOTIFICATION 
 

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure ACT (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S. agricultural land 
to report their holding to the Secretary of Agriculture.  The Farm Service Agency administers this program for USDA. 
Foreign persons who have purchased or sold agricultural land in the county are required to report the transaction to 
FSA within 90 days of the closing.  Failure to submit the AFIDA form could result in civil penalties of up to 25 
percent of the fair market value of the property.  County government offices, realtors, attorneys and others involved in 
real estate transactions are reminded to notify foreign investors of these reporting requirements. 
 

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE 
 
Any person who is convicted under federal law of a controlled substance violation could be ineligible for USDA 
payments or benefits.  Violations include planting, harvesting, or growing a prohibited plant.  Prohibited plants 
include marijuana, opium, poppies and other drug producing plants. 
 

PAYMENT PROCESSING 
 

As you might be aware, you are now receiving direct deposit payments one day later than in the past.  This change 
was necessary for the Treasury to offset payments against Federal debt, if applicable, as required by the Debt 
Collection Improvement Act of 1996.  Also the description on your bank statement now reads, “FSA TREAS 310.” 

If you have any questions about the 
loan programs available, please 
contact the FSA office at (509) 454-
5746 ext. 2 and ask for Lisa, Scott, 
or Crispin. 
 


