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Kittitas County FSA 
607 Mt. View Avenue 

Ellensburg, WA  98926 
Office Phone:  (509) 925-8585 
Office Fax:       (509) 925-8591 
 

Office Hours 
Monday – Friday 

8:00 AM – 4:30 PM 
 

Office Staff 
Brent Reitmeier, CED 

Betty Cervine, PT 
 

Farm Loan Staff 
(509) 454-5746 
Lisa Ruff, FLM 

Scott Smith, FLO 
Crispin Garza, 

Service Center Liaison 
Sandy Christensen, FLP Tech. 

 

 
 

County Committee 
Bart Bland, Chair 

Rick Haberman, Vice Chair 
Brent DeKoning, Member 

Cristi Eaton, Advisor 
 

Next COC Meeting 
Tuesday, September14, 2010 

@ 9:00 a.m. 
 

Important Dates 
 

September 06, 2010  
Office closed in Observance of  

Labor Day. 
 

 
 
 

Websites: 
 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/wa 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
CRP GENERAL SIGNUP ANNOUNCED 

 
The Secretary of Agriculture recently announced there will be a general signup for 
producers interested in enrolling land into the Conservation Reserve Program.  Dates 
for the signup have been set for August 02, 2010 through August 27, 2010.  Offers 
selected for contract will be enrolled with an effective date of 10-1-2010. 
 
To be eligible for offer, land must meet one of the following eligibility requirements. 
Field(s) offered must either be determined to be highly erodible (HEL) with an 
erodibility index of 8 or greater; must lay within an area designated under State or 
National Conservation Priority Area (CPA) designation; or must be expiring CRP 
acreage, as of 9-30-2010.  Within Washington State, CPA designations have been 
made for certain wildlife areas, and for the state air quality area. For those with 
questions about the location of their land in relation to the CPA, the Air Quality CPA 
map will be available for review at the FSA office prior to signup. 
 
Land must also meet cropping history requirements to offer.  Under this requirement, 
land must have been planted or considered planted to an agricultural commodity in 4 
out of 6 years during the period of 2002-2007.  Summer fallow in rotation is 
considered to meet this requirement, as is enrollment in CRP.  Alfalfa and conserving 
use grasses planted in rotations of 12 years or less where the rotation can be 
demonstrated with an annually planted commodity on either end of the rotation, within 
the 12 year period ending in 2007 also meet cropping history requirement. 
 
Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) requirements pertain to all new contracts, and provide 
that only those persons with nonfarm AGI of less than $1 million, or those with farm 
income making up a minimum of 66% of total AGI are eligible to receive contract 
benefits. AGI determinations are made on CRP contracts in the year of the contract 
approval, and are considered binding for the duration of the contract.  
 
Offers will be ranked for acceptance through a nationwide process using an 
Environmental Benefit Index (EBI) scoring process. The EBI awards points for items 
including cover type, soil erodibility, water quality, and wildlife benefits associated 
with the offer.  Points are also awarded for the cost of each offer.  Once a national EBI 
cutoff score is established, those offers above the cutoff are offered contracts, up to the 
County maximum limit of 25% cropland. Specific details of the EBI scoring system 
will be available by contacting the County Office prior to signup. 
 
Maximum rental values for each offer are based on the productivity of the three 
predominant types of soils in each offer.  Soil rental values for the general signup have 
been revised to reflect average cash rental values for the most recent three year period.  
Generally speaking, this change has led to small increases in soil rental values across 
most soil types.  However, unlike prior years, a maintenance rate will not be added to 
the soil rental rates to determine the maximum payment rate.  Bidding to enroll land at 
less than the maximum soil rental rate earns additional points under the EBI scoring 
system. 
 
Midterm management will be required on all new contracts, requiring a planned 
activity to enhance permanent cover during the middle three years of the contract.  
Activities can include harrowing, mowing, certain chemical applications, inter-
seeding, fertilization, or other treatments. 
 
For newly enrolled cropland, and for existing grassland in need of cover 
reestablishment, cost share will be available for 50% of the cost of necessary actions.  
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“The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual 
orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any 
public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative 
means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotapes, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center 
at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 
Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is 
an equal opportunity provider and employer.” 
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FARM FINANCING AVAILABLE FROM THE FARM SERVICE AGENCY 
 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) provides direct and guaranteed loan assistance to farmers and ranchers at all stages 
in their operation.  It doesn’t matter if you are just starting out or an established business looking to grow, change 
direction, or just get back on your feet.  FSA provides financial assistance that helps sustain and grow American 
agriculture. 
 
FSA has loans available to assist with purchase and development of 
farm ground, purchase of livestock and equipment, and to provide 
financing for annual crop/livestock production costs.  FSA also has a 
rural youth loan program for kids between 10-21 who are involved 
with an organization like 4-H or FFA.  Emergency loans to assist 
with recovery from losses due to a natural disaster are available 
when a county has been declared a disaster.   
 
To be eligible for a FSA loan you must not be able to obtain credit 
from a traditional lender, have needed training and experience, 
operator of a family farm, and US citizen or legal resident. 
 

 
 
 

2011 COUNTY COMMITTEE ELECTION 
 
A slate of nominees for your County Committee Election has been established. The nominees are: 
 

o John Dyk 
o Gene Tomich 
o Brent Mellergaard 

 
All three represent producers in Local Administrative Area (LAA) #3. LAA #3, known as the Upper County/Westside 
area, encompasses Westside Ellensburg, Thorp, Cle Elum, Roslyn, Ronald and Easton to the King County Border.  
 
The next step in the election process is mailing the ballots, which will begin on November 5, 2010. Voters have until 
December 6, 2010, to return properly completed ballots to the county office. Elected committee members and 
alternates take office on January 1, 2011. Prospective Voter Requirements – anyone who is eligible to participate in 
any FSA program provided by law, regardless of the status of funding, and who meets one of the following 
requirements is eligible to vote for County Committee Members: 
 
 Voter is of legal voting age and actively participates in the operation of a farm or ranch or, 
 The voter is not of legal voting age, but supervises and conducts the farming operations on an entire farm. 

Discrimination Prohibited – No person shall be denied the right to vote because of race, color, national 
origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation or marital or family status. If you have 
any questions about your eligibility to vote, please contact your county office staff.  

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

If you have any questions about the 
loan programs available, please 
contact the FSA office at (509) 454-
5746 ext. 2 and ask for Lisa, Scott, 
or Crispin. 
 


