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NEXT FSA COUNTY 
COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
Tuesday, July 21, 2009 
9:30 am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Handicapped 
Accommodations: Special 
accommodations will be arranged 
for those persons with a physical, 
vision, or hearing impaired 
disability.  If special 
accommodations are needed, 
please contact our office. 
 

In This Issue – 

THERE ARE 

IMPORTANT 
DEADLINES 
TO REMEMBER!! 
 

 
 
Please contact our office 
regarding any direct 
deposit bank account, 
and/or farm record 
changes.   

Read Your News-
letter – something 
may apply to you. 

 

FSA COUNTY COMMITTEE NOMINATION DEADLINE 
 

 To become a nominee, eligible individuals must complete and sign form FSA-669A.  (You can 
nominate yourself or any other eligible person in LAA#4).  The form and other valuable information about 
FSA county committee elections are available online at: http://www.fsa.usda.gov; click on News & Events, 
then County Committee Elections.  Nomination forms for the 2009 election must be postmarked or 
received in the local USDA Service Center by close of business on August 3, 2009. 

 FSA county committee members make decisions on disaster and conservation programs, 
emergency programs, commodity price support loan programs and other important agricultural issues. 
Members serve three-year terms.  This year, nominations are for a committee member to represent 
producers in Local Administrative Area (LAA) #4.  This LAA encompasses all of Lewis County west of the 
East/West Meridian.  If you need a detailed map, please contact the office. 

 FSA will mail ballots to producers beginning November 6, 2009.  The completed ballots are due 
back at the local county office by December 7, 2009 either via mail or in person.  Women, minorities, and 
beginning farmers are encouraged to submit a nominating petition. 
 

DCP & ACRE SIGNUP DEADLINES EXTENDED 
 
 The June 1 deadline to signup for the Direct and Counter-Cyclical Payment (DCP) program and 
the Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) program has been extended to August 14, 2009 to allow 
producers more time to evaluate their options.  The DCP signup has already begun and the start for ACRE 
is expected soon. 
 
ACRE is a new revenue assurance program authorized by the 2008 Farm Bill. Through ACRE, producers 
may choose an alternative to DCP payments.  
 
ACRE payments are made when both state and farm revenues are below historic levels. By participating in 
ACRE, producers elect to forgo counter-cyclical payments.  Producers also elect to receive a 20-percent 
reduction in direct payments and a 30-percent reduction in loan rates.  The election of ACRE is made on a 
farm basis.  A producer may have one farm in ACRE and another in DCP. 
 
A decision to elect ACRE binds the producer to the program from the program year elected by the producer 
through the 2012 crop year.  For more details contact the local FSA office. 
 

NAP DEADLINES AND PROGRAM CHANGES FOR 2010 

 

 The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) deadlines for various crops are coming 
up as early as August 1, 2009. Contact your local office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov for deadlines and details 
for your crops. When low yields, loss of inventory or prevented planting occurs due to natural disaster, NAP 
can provide financial assistance.   

 For nursery producers, the 2010 crop NAP application closing date is September 1, 2009 and 
NAP only covers loss of inventory. The NAP coverage period for 2010 nursery crops has been changed to 
June 1, 2009, through May 31, 2010. For those producers who obtained 2009 NAP coverage for nursery, 
and choose not to obtain 2010 continuous coverage, the 2009 NAP coverage for nursery will continue until 
September 30, 2009. 

 NAP coverage may be continued for each subsequent year for the same crop or crops, if the 
producer pays the applicable service fee by the next year’s application closing date  

 Eligible producers must apply for coverage of non-insurable crops and pay the applicable service 
fees at their local FSA office.  The service fee is $250 per crop or up to $750 per producer per 
administrative county, not to exceed a total of $1,875 per producer with farming interests in multiple 
counties. Limited resource producers are not subject to annual fees.  
 
 For crop losses on crops covered by the Non-insured Assistance Program (NAP), you must 
contact the local FSA office within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become 
apparent to file a Notice of Loss. Producers with crop insurance should contact their local agent when 
losses occur and before destroying the crop.  

FARM RECONSTITUTIONS 

 For FSA program purposes, tracts having the same owner and the same operator are grouped 
under one farm serial number.  When changes in ownership or operation take place, a farm reconstitutio
necessary.  The reconstitution—or recon—is the process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land 
based on the farming operation.  Remember, to be effective for the current year, recons must be requested by 
August 1, 2009 for farms enrolled in specific programs.  The following are the different methods used when 
doing a farm recon: 

n is 

Estate Method — the division of bases, allotments and quotas for a parent farm among heirs in settling an 
estate; 
 
Designation of Landowner Method — may be used when (1) part of a farm is sold or ownership is 
transferred; (2) an entire farm is sold to two or more persons; (3) farm ownership is transferred to two or 
more persons; (4) part of a tract is sold or ownership is transferred; (5) a tract is sold to two or more 
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persons; or (6) tract ownership is transferred to two or more persons. In order to use this method the land sold must have been owned for 
at least three years, or a waiver granted, and the buyer and seller must sign a Memorandum of Understanding; 

 
 DCP Cropland Method — the division of bases in the same proportion that the DCP cropland for each resulting tract relates to the DCP 

cropland on the parent tract; 
 
 Default Method — the division of bases for a parent farm with each tract maintaining the bases attributed to the tract level when the 

reconstitution is initiated in the system. 
 

ACREAGE REPORT DEADLINE EXTENDED 

 
 FSA has extended the deadline for reporting crop acreages to August 14, 2009, because of extreme weather conditions throughout 
the country.  If you plan to harvest prior to August 14, you need to report acreage 15 days before you harvest.  Also, be sure to report any 
prevented or failed acreage within 15 days of when the loss is apparent.  This will ensure compliance with current farm programs, and possible 
eligibility for future programs.  
 
 Acreage reports are required to participate in the Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP), Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), 
Non-insured Assistance Program (NAP), and to receive loan deficiency payments (LDPs) or Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs).  Acreage 
reporting may also be useful to track cropping history for future FSA program enrollment. 
 
 After the August 14 reporting deadline, producers will be charged a fee to file.  Acreage reports may be revised at any time without a 
late-filing charge as long as the crop may be verified in the field. 
 

10-ACRE CONTRACT RULE REVISED 
 
 Farms with 10 acres of crop acreage base or less may not receive payments under the DCP or ACRE programs unless the owners 
meet certain exceptions.  Previously, farm bill legislation stated that owners on farms with 10 acres or less of base could not receive the 
program payments unless all of the owners met the requirements of socially disadvantaged or limited resource producers.  The revised rule 
now allows farms to receive payments if only 50% of the ownership is represented by one of the above groups, which means that land owned 
by a husband and wife (or other group of individuals that are at least 50% female), would now qualify for 2009 DCP or ACRE payments since 
the land is owned 50% by a female (member of a socially disadvantaged group). 
 

LIVESTOCK, HONEY BEE & FISH LOSSES – KEEP RECORDS AND DOCUMENTATION 
 
 Producers who have suffered weather related losses to eligible livestock, livestock feed or honey bees need to keep documentation of 
losses for new disaster assistance program.  Documentation is necessary to show eligibility for the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and the 
Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey bees and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP).  These two disaster programs were enacted by the 
2008 Farm Bill.  LIP covers death of livestock (in excess of normal mortality) due to adverse weather, while ELAP may include loss of feed, 
forage, and extra expenses incurred, such as transportation costs.  Eligible losses must have occurred on or after January 1, 2008, and 
before October 1, 2011.  The following LIP table provides the final dates to file a notice of loss and/or application for payment for either 2008 
or 2009 livestock losses. 
 

Date of  
Livestock Death 

Final Date to File a  
Notice of Loss 

Final Date to Submit an  
Application for Payment 

Calendar Year 2008 September 13, 2009 September 13, 2009 
January 1, 2009 to July 12, 2009 September 13, 2009 January 30, 2010 
July 13, 2009 to December 31, 2009 30 days after death is apparent January 30, 2010 

 
 Livestock must have been maintained as part of a commercial farming or ranching operation.  Eligible livestock include: alpacas, beef 
cattle, buffalo and beefalo, dairy cattle, deer, elk, emus, equine, goats, llamas, poultry, reindeer, sheep, and swine.  The eligibility of horses is 
restricted to those that are used for farm and ranch labor. 
 
 Specific provisions for the other supplemental disaster assistant programs for Livestock, Honey Bees, and Farm-Raised Fish (ELAP) 
and the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) – will be implemented through separate rulemakings and announced at a later date.  For more 
information on available supplemental disaster assistance programs, please visit your local FSA county office or http://www.fsa.usda.gov . 
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