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Lincoln County FSA 
 
P.O. Box 47 
1310 W. Morgan St. 
Davenport, WA.  99122-0047 
(509) 725-4501 
(509) 725-4515 (FAX) 
 
Office Hours 
 
Monday – Friday 
7:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
 
FSA Farm Loan Office 
Steve King, Farm Loan Manager 
8815 E. Mission Ave; Suite B 
Spokane Valley, WA. 99212-2532 
(509) 924-7350 
 
County Committee 
 
Stan Dormaier, Chairperson 
Judy Scrupps, Vice Chairperson  
Pete Carstensen, Regular Member 
 
Committee Meetings: 8:00 A.M. on 
Wed. of 3rd full week of the month. 
 
Office Staff 
 
Jeff Lust, CED 
Debbie Sweet, PT 
Sally Simpson, PT 
Jan Bowdish, PT 
Paula Reed, PT 
Aaron Landreth, PT  
Janet O’Neil, Temp. PT 
 
Web Sites 
 
National USDA  
http://www.usda.gov 
 
National FSA  
http://www.fsa.usda.gov 
 
Washington State FSA 
http:www.fsa.usda.gov/wa 
 
Dates to Remember 
 
June 30: Acreage reporting dead- 
               line for 2008. 
June 30: Final date to submit 2007 
              production for NAP Actual 
              Production History (APH) 
              yields. 
July 15: Final signup date for EQIP  
             with NRCS. 
July 18: Final signup date for LCP. 
Aug. 1: Final date to submit Com- 
            mittee nominating petitions. 
Aug. 1: Final date to request 2008 
             reconstitution of farm/tract 
             combinations or divisions. 
 
Remember to report NAP crop 
losses due to natural disasters 
within 15 days of event or when 
crop loss becomes apparent.  
 
Please contact our office regarding 
any direct deposit bank account 
and/or farm record changes. 
 

 

Acreage Reports  
 
The new Farm Bill was recently passed, and it did not include any changes to crop 
reporting requirements or deadlines.  Consequently, it is very important that producers 
certify and report their 2008 crop acreages by August 15, 2008 to maintain program 
eligibility and benefits.  Planting dates will be needed for the crops being reported. 
Please call or visit our office as soon as possible for confirming an appointment date 
to file an acreage report, as failure to request an appointment with our office prior to 
June 30, will require the payment of a late-filed fee to file the 2008 report later. 
 

CRP Haying and Grazing for Critical Feed Use 
 

USDA has announced that certain acreage enrolled under the Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP), will now be available for hay and grazing under a voluntary program 
for 2008 only.  Prices for most field crops have advanced to record or near record 
levels in recent months, reflecting strong demand and tight supplies for hay and 
forage, while increasing competition for acres.  The greater demands for commodities 
and resulting higher prices have impacted the livestock industry in particular. 
 
Eligible CRP land may not begin to be hayed or grazed until after the end of the 
August 1, 2008 primary nesting season for grass-nesting birds.  The same acreage 
cannot be both hayed and grazed.  Hay and livestock from the CRP acreage must be 
removed by November 10, 2008.  A modified CRP contract and conservation plan 
must be completed and approved.  A non-refundable administrative fee of $75 per 
CRP contract will be charged to process these modifications, and the land hayed or 
grazed will be subject to a site inspection to ensure compliance with the plan.  Signup 
began June 2, 2008 and continues at our office. 
 
If hayed, at least 50% of each eligible CRP field must be left unhayed for wildlife. 
Grazing requires that at least 25% of each eligible field be ungrazed, or the entire 
CRP acreage grazed but at only 75% of the recommended livestock stocking rate.  

 
Livestock Compensation Program (LCP) Signup End 

 
Signup for LCP began last fall, and now a date for the end of it has been established 
at July 18, 2008.  Livestock producers who suffered feed losses between January 1, 
2005 and December 31, 2007 because of a natural disaster are eligible under LCP for 
financial aid.  Drought conditions in 2005 and 2007 triggered eligibility for the program 
in the county.  Please call our office for an appointment with Sally to apply for LCP, 
and be aware that livestock numbers as of January 1, 2005 or January 1, 2007 will be 
needed to complete a program application. 
 

Crop Disaster Program 
 
Signup for the Crop Disaster Program (CDP) is presently still in progress. Applications 
can be accepted for crop losses from natural disasters and related conditions that 
occurred in 2005, 2006, or 2007.  Producers incurring qualifying production losses to 
their crop(s) in excess of 35 percent, have the option of choosing one crop disaster 
year to receive benefits, but program assistance could apply on multiple crops as long 
as these quantity losses occurred in the same crop year.  However, only those 
producers who obtained Federal Crop Insurance, or disaster coverage on 
noninsurable crops under the Noninsured Assistance Program are eligible for CDP.  
Production records have already been received from the Risk Management Agency 
(RMA) for those producer’s insurable crops that received indemnity payments.  
 
The other segment of CDP just recently clarified involves quality losses to crops. 
Producers must still apply for a quantity loss to a crop to be able to apply for a quality 
loss on the crop, but it is not required to be eligible for a quantity loss payment to 
receive a quality loss payment.  The quality loss to the crop must have been due to an 
eligible disaster condition, and the crop needs to have suffered a 25 percent reduction 
or more with regards to both its quality and price.  Producers must provide verifiable 
production evidence for crops on receipts that contain dates, disposition, production, 
price, and quality affected.  Also, stored and fed production such as alfalfa hay, must 
have had an eligible quality test indicating both quality and quantity by January 1 of 
the year following harvest.  No ending signup date has yet to be established for CDP.  
Appointments can be made with Paula at the office.  
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CRP Primary Nesting Period and Contract Maintenance 
 
Although weed control on CRP contract acreage is a required maintenance responsibility for program compliance, 
producers are reminded that established and certified CRP grass stands have some restrictions associated to them 
with respect to the primary nesting period and weed control. The primary nesting period for the county is currently 
April 1 to August 1.  The exceptions are those CRP contracts and corresponding conservation plans signed by 
producers and approved by the County Committee before September 26, 2006.  In this case the primary nesting 
period would be April 1 to June 1.  This means that spraying and/or mowing for weeds is restricted during this time 
period unless these weed control measures are done only on a “spot” treatment basis, in conjunction with a written 
request made by the producer and approved by the County Committee to perform such operations. 
 
If a CRP grass stand is not yet considered certified, the non-disturbance period restrictions do not apply, and weed 
control measures can be applied any time at the discretion of the participant.  An uncertified CRP grass stand is 
typically a newly seeded vegetative cover that is in the first three years of establishment. 
 

Expiring 2008 CRP Contracts 
 
Some producers with CRP contracts expiring September 30, 2008 chose not to extend or re-enroll the contract acres 
for a longer period of time.  In most cases, crops cannot be removed from CRP contract acreage before October 1, 
2008, unless haying and/or grazing has been approved under the 2008 Critical Feed Use Program and its related 
program provisions.  However, if a fall seeded crop will be planted on the CRP land, field preparation of this land can 
begin any time after July 1, 2008 with no payment reduction, but a request to do so must be completed with our 
office before starting, and a contract addendum and revised conservation plan needs to be approved by the County 
Committee.  If a spring 2009 crop is going to be planted on the CRP acreage expiring in 2008, generally only a 
spraying can be requested and performed after August 1, 2008 with no payment reduction, if a filed producer request 
is completed prior to beginning, along with both a Committee approved revised contract addendum and conservation 
plan. 
 

County Committee Elections 
 

The County Committee nominating process for 2008 has begun in Lincoln County.  Petitions were recently mailed to 
producers for the nomination of a Committee member to represent Local Administrative Area (LAA) 3, which 
encompasses the general southern area of the county, and whose boundaries include the towns of Odessa, 
Harrington, and Sprague.  The deadline for submitting a nominating petition is August 1, 2008. The person elected 
will serve a 3-year term on the Committee.  The County Committee provides the most direct link between USDA farm 
programs and local producers.  FSA supports the nomination of minorities and women. 
 

Farm Bill 
 

After months of debate and delays, a new Farm Bill has been passed.  Interpretation of its content is just beginning, 
and much of what is now said about it should probably be termed preliminary, as it is subject to interpretation and 
does not include policy decisions.  With this in mind, there is some information on the bill that can be conveyed to 
producers with more to come.  One item that is to be addressed as soon as possible is to get the regulations 
published and the computer software adjusted to incorporate the Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP), so that 
2008 advance direct payments can be issued.  For CRP, enrollment authority is extended through fiscal year (FY) 
2012, wherein the maximum authority remains at 39.2 million acres for FY 2008 and FY 2009, and 32.0 million acres 
for FY 2010-2012.  Cropping history will shift from 1996-2001 for eligible CRP land criterion, to 6 years before 
enactment of this new 2008 Farm Act.  The 2008 act also has payment limitation changes for FY 2009, that replace 
“person” and “permitted entity” rules with those of direct attribution, and new limits regarding average Adjusted Gross 
Income (AGI). pulse crops (chickpeas, dry peas, & lentils) will be eligible for 2009 DCP, and the percentage of base 
acres used to calculate direct payments has been reduced from 85.0% to 83.3% for FY 2009-2011, and a new 
ACRE program established.  Lastly, a trust fund has been created linking 5 new disaster assistance programs. 


