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Office Hours 
 
Monday – Friday 
7:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
 
FSA Farm Loan Office 
Steve King, Farm Loan Manager 
8815 E. Mission Ave; Suite B 
Spokane Valley, WA. 99212-2532 
(509) 924-7350 
 

County Committee 
 
Stan Dormaier, Chairperson 
Judy Scrupps, Vice Chairperson  
Pete Carstensen, Regular Member 
 
Committee Meetings: 8:00 A.M. on 
Wed. of 3rd full week of the month. 
 
Office Staff/Phone Extension 

 
Jeff Lust, CED / 102 
Debbie Sweet, PT / 101 
Sally Simpson, PT / 108 
Jan Bowdish, PT / 107 
Paula Reed, PT / 106 
Aaron Landreth, PT / 124 
Stephanie Fisher, Temp. PT/ 109 
 

Web Sites 
 
National USDA  
http://www.usda.gov 
 
National FSA  
http://www.fsa.usda.gov 
 
Washington State FSA 
http:www.fsa.usda.gov/wa 
 
2009 Lincoln Co. Loan Rates 
SWW Wheat: $3.12/Bu. 
HRS and HWS Wheat: $3.81/Bu. 
HRW and HWW Wheat: $2.94/Bu. 
Durum Wheat: $4.90/Bu. 
Barley: $2.11/Bu. 
Oats: $1.30/Bu. 
Canola: $7.22/Cwt. 
Mustard Seed: $8.82/Cwt. 
Dry Peas: $6.12/Cwt 
Small Chickpeas: $7.43/Cwt. 
Large Chickpeas: $11.28/Cwt. 
 

Dates to Remember 
 
Nov. 20: NAP Sales Closing Date-

Fruit Crops 
 
Dec. 7: County Committee Election 

Ballot Return Deadline 
 
Dec. 10: ELAP and LFP Disaster 

Application Deadline 
 

Holiday Office Closures: 
Nov. 26: Thanksgiving 
Dec. 25: Christmas 
Jan.    1: New Year’s 
 
Please contact our office regarding 
any direct deposit bank account, 
and/or farm record changes. 
 

 

 

Program Payment Problems 
 

Final 2009 DCP and ACRE direct payments will eventually be issued in full. 
However, if you received an advance DCP or ACRE direct payment earlier this 
year that amount will be offset from your final direct payment.  Having said this, 
it may have been offset from a different farm or by a different FSA county office 
if you farm in more than one county.  If you received multiple advance 
payments, they may all have been offset from one farm.  In limited cases, 
these advance payments may have been offset from one or more of your CRP 
annual rental payments. Individual payment amounts may look different than 
you expect, but the total of all your payments should be a similar amount to 
that of previous years, if nothing has changed with your farming operation. 

 

Consequently, producers are encouraged to closely monitor their final Direct 
and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) direct payments, Average Crop Revenue 
Program (ACRE) direct payments, and Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 
annual rental payments for fiscal year 2009.  These payments are being 
processed and issued through a web-based software program that is new this 
year to FSA.  This transition to the new system has created a multitude of 
temporary payment problems and delays in issuing program payments this fall 
as some of you may have experienced.  Most of the problems are computer 
software and programming issues that we have no control over at the county 
office.  This is a regrettable situation, please know that we are trying to issue 
your payments as quickly as possible, and the problems are being researched 
at county, state, and national levels.  We appreciate your patience.    
 

Livestock Disaster Assistance Programs 
 

The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees, and Farm-Raised Fish 
Program (ELAP), and the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) were 
established by the 2008 Farm Bill.  FSA has set a December 10, 2009, Notice 
of Loss filing deadline for losses under these two programs that occurred 
between January 1, 2008 and September 10, 2009.  In the future, a Notice of 
Loss will be due 30 days after the damage is apparent.  
 

ELAP provides compensation to eligible producers of livestock, honey bees, 
and farm-raised fish for losses due to disease, adverse weather, or other loss 
conditions, including losses due to blizzards and wildfires caused by natural 
occurrence (for example, lightening), as far back as January 1, 2008.  Eligible 
losses include feed losses, physical losses, and additional costs incurred in 
providing feed to qualifying livestock.  Grazing losses due to drought are not 
eligible under ELAP, because this adverse weather condition is included under 
LFP.  Producers must have purchased Noninsured Assistance Program (NAP) 
coverage for all noninsured crops, and a minimum of Catastrophic (CAT) 
coverage for all insurable crops within the producer’s farming operations. 
 
LFP provides payments to eligible livestock producers that have suffered 
livestock grazing losses due to drought or fire.  There were no eligible drought 
losses in Lincoln County in 2008 or 2009, as drought eligibility is triggered by a 
county’s status on the U.S. Drought Monitor system.  For fire, LFP provides 
payments to eligible livestock producers that suffered grazing losses on 
rangeland managed specifically by a Federal agency; if the eligible livestock 
producer is prohibited by the agency after the fire from grazing the normal 
permitted livestock on the managed rangeland due to a qualifying fire.  The 
only recognized fire of this nature would be the Swanson Lake fire in 2008, 
and the grazing loss would have had to occur on Federal agency owned land 
of the Bureau of Land Management (BLM).   
 

NAP Application Deadline 
 

The final date to apply for coverage under the Noninsured Assistance Program 
(NAP) for fruit crops is November 20, 2009.  If you produce fruit and want to 
be covered by NAP, please do not miss this deadline.  The cost is $250 per 
crop, not to exceed $750 per producer per county, not to exceed $1,875 in all 
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counties.  To be eligible for crop disaster benefits under the new supplemental disaster programs, 
producers are required to have NAP coverage on all non-insured crops of economic significance and 
Federal Crop Insurance on insured crops. 
 

County Committee Elections 
 

Nominations for the Lincoln County FSA Committee have been submitted.  Pete Carstensen has agreed 
to include his name for re-election in the general Almira, Wilbur, and Creston local administrative area, and 
is running unopposed.  Elected Committee members serve a three year term, and are eligible to serve 
three consecutive terms when re-elected.  Ballots have already been mailed to eligible voters in this area, 
and they are reminded that ballots need to be returned or postmarked to the County FSA Office by 
Monday, December 7, 2009 to be counted.  Please remember that a proper signature is required on the 
ballots including a “by” and a title when signing for an entity.  Power of Attorney is not authorized for voting 
purposes.  Thanks to all who take the time to vote. 
 

Biomass Crop Assistance Program 
 

The Biomass Crop Assistance Program (BCAP) provides financial assistance to owners of eligible material 
who deliver the material to qualified biomass conversion facilities that use biomass to produce heat, power, 
biobased products, or advanced biofuels.  An owner of the material may be eligible for matching funds 
through FSA for the costs of processing and transporting materials to processing plants.  For example, if a 
biomass facility pays $20 per ton on a dry weight basis for timber slash removed from private land, FSA will 
match the $20 per ton price up to a limit of $45 per ton.  These matching funds are available to each 
participant for a period of two years.  The incentive payments make it possible to economically access 
materials farther from the conversion plant, while ensuring the conversion facility a steady supply of 
biomass material. Additionally, in the case of logging debris and slash, this biomass can be used to 
generate power for businesses and homes, rather than it just being burned and turned into smoke.  More 
details of BCAP will be provided at a later date.  
 

Farm Storage Facility Loan Program 
 

A change to the Farm Storage Facility Loan program has added hay as an eligible commodity.  Hay 
producers may now obtain a low interest loan to build storage for the hay that they produce.  Other 
changes in the facility loan program now allow loan terms from 7, 10, or 12 years depending on the loan 
amount borrowed.  The maximum loan amount has been raised to $500,000.  A down payment of 15% is 
required, and interest rates are fixed at the time of loan approval.  Current November 2009 interest rates 
range from 3.000 percent to 3.625 percent.  The size of the storage facility is calculated using two times 
the farm’s normal production, less any existing storage. Facility loans are also still available for storing 
traditional grain crops.  
 

Reasonable Accommodations 
 

Special accommodations will be made upon request for individuals with disabilities, vision impairment, or 
hearing loss.  If accommodations are required, please contact Jeff Lust at (509) 725-4501 EXT. 102.  
 


