
April 2013 

 

Having trouble viewing this email? View it as a Web page.  

Lincoln County FSA Updates - April 
DEAR PRODUCERS: Welcome to the new GovDelivery bulletins and updates service from your Lincoln 
County FSA office. Note that you are welcome to request bulletins from more than one state and/or county and 
can add or remove individual subscriptions at any time.    
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CRP GENERAL SIGNUP 
The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) general signup starts May 20 
and ends June 14, 2013. Producers that are accepted in the sign-up can 
receive cost-share assistance to plant long-term, resource-conserving 
covers and receive an annual rental payment for the length of the contract 
(10years). Rental rates are based on the relative productivity of the soils 
within each county and the average dryland cash rent or cash rent 
equivalent.  In general, no other income can be derived from the land while 
under contract.  
 
The application process involves submitting a bid that outlines the 
conservation practices a producer will implement and the annual payment 
rate they will receive. CRP signup is a competitive process in which the bids 
producing the highest environmental benefits per taxpayer dollars spent are 
accepted into the program.   
 
Offers will be ranked using the Environment Benefits Index. Points will be 
awarded based on the environmental and habitat benefits of the proposed 
cover planted.  More points are awarded for native vegetation.  Existing CRP 
covers may need to be replanted to maximize the score.  Extra points will be 
awarded for the most erosive land and bids that include pollinator habitat on 
10% of the acreage.  
 
Eligibility is based on several factors. Eligible land must have been planted 
to an annual crop for at least four years during 2002 to 2007.  In addition, the 
land must be considered highly erodible, be in the state Conservation 
Priority Area; which encompasses portions of central Washington with soils 
susceptible to wind erosion or be in an expiring CRP contract in 
2013.  Alfalfa or other multi-year grasses and legumes grown in a rotation 
not to exceed 12 years may be eligible for CRP sign-up 45. 
 
Producers with expiring contracts or producers with environmentally 
sensitive land are encouraged to evaluate their options under CRP. 
Producers also are encouraged to look into CRP's other enrollment 
opportunities offered on a continuous, non-competitive, sign-up basis and 
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that often provide additional financial assistance. Continuous sign-up dates 
will be announced at a later date.    
 
Agency fact sheets, including a complete list of eligibility criteria may be 
obtained at the FSA website www.fsa.usda.gov or through the FSA County 
office. 

 
ACRE AND DCP DEADLINES AND 
DETAILS 
  
As a result of the 2008 Farm Bill extension, producers may choose to enroll 
in either the Direct and Counter Cyclical Payment (DCP) program or the 
Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) program for the 2013 crop year. 
This means that producers who enrolled in ACRE for 2012 may elect to 
enroll in DCP in 2013, or vice versa. The deadline for ACRE signup is June 
3.  The deadline for DCP signup is August 2.  
 
Direct payments are limited to $40,000 per person or entity minus the 20 
percent direct payment reduction for ACRE farms, and ACRE payments are 
limited to $65,000 plus the 20 percent direct payment reduction 
amount.  Adjusted Gross Income limits apply to the DCP and ACRE 
programs.  
There will be no advance direct payments in 2013.  Producers will receive 
the entire 2013 direct payment in October 2013.  Final counter-cyclical 
payments are made beginning in October 2014, or as soon as practical after 
the end of the marketing year for the crop.  
 
ACRE  
ACRE provides revenue protection against low market prices or low state 
and farm yields. A farm must pass two triggers before an ACRE payment is 
paid:  
1.       State Trigger – the actual state revenue must be less than the state 
ACRE Guarantee  
2.       Farm Trigger - the actual farm revenue must be less than the farm 
ACRE Benchmark Revenue. 
Once these two triggers are passed, a farm that has elected and enrolled in 
ACRE is eligible for a payment.  
The sign-up period to enroll in ACRE ends on June 3, 2013. Farms that are 
enrolled in the ACRE program cannot receive counter-cyclical payments. 
Farms that have enrolled in DCP for 2013 may elect to switch to ACRE, but 
must do so by June 3, 2013.  
 
Since the decision to participate in ACRE is for 2013 only, the owner does 
not need to agree to participate.  Also, farms are enrolled on a farm basis so 
a producer does not need to enroll all farms in ACRE.  
 
Producers who enroll a farm in ACRE agree to: forgo counter-cyclical 
payments, a 20-percent reduction in their direct payments, and a 30-percent 
reduction in the marketing assistance loan (MAL) rates for all commodities 
produced on the farm.  The maximum ACRE payment acreage is equal to 85 
percent of the total planted and considered planted acreage, not to exceed 
the total amount of base acres on the farm.  
 
DCP  
There are two types of DCP payments: direct payments and counter-cyclical 
payments. Both are calculated using the base acres and payment yields 
established for the farm. For each commodity, the total direct payment for 
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producers on a farm is determined by multiplying 85 percent of the farm's 
base acreage times the farm's direct payment yield times the direct payment 
rate.  The DCP signup deadline is August 2, 2013.  
Direct payment rates for the eligible DCP commodities are:  
•   Wheat - $0.52 per bushel;  
•   Corn - $0.28 per bushel;  
•    Barley - $0.24 per bushel;  
•    Oats - $0.024 per bushel;  
•    Other oilseeds - $0.80 per hundredweight  
Counter-cyclical payments for a commodity are only issued if the effective 
price for a commodity is below the target price for the commodity. Target 
prices for each commodity are as follows:  
Wheat - $4.17/bu  
Barley - $2.63/bu  
Chickpeas, large (Garbanzo bean, Kabuli) - $12.81/cwt  
Chickpeas, small (Garbanzo bean, Desi) - $10.36/cwt  
Corn - $2.63/bu  
Dry Peas - $8.32/cwt  
Lentils - $12.81/cwt  
Oats - $1.79/bu  
Other Oilseeds - $12.68/cwt  

For more information about ACRE or DCP, contact the county office. 
Producers are encouraged to make appointments as soon as possible to 
allow plenty of time before signup deadlines.  

 

 
2012 ACRE PRODUCTION REPORTING REQUIREMENT  
 
If your farm participated in the 2012 ACRE program you are reminded that as a condition of eligibility for 
payment, either the operator, owner, or producer with a share of the crop must submit production 
reports.  Production reports are needed for all 2012 ACRE program commodities for which an acreage report 
greater than zero was submitted.  The deadline for submitting production reports is July 15, 2013.  
 
Production reports are submitted on form FSA-658 by commodity and are reported by farm and by tract to 
calculate the farm average yield.  You may certify your production information so actual production sheets are 
not required.  Remember, all production certifications are subject to spot check for a three year period.  
Failure to timely complete production reports (FSA-658) will result in a request for refund of all Direct and ACRE 
program payments issued for the farm’s 2012 ACRE Program participation.  Contact your local FSA office for 
needed forms.  

ACREAGE REPORTING TIME 
It’s time again for the 2013 planting/crop year. As you complete all of your planting for 2013 please call and set 
up an appointment to report your crops. Please remember that we need to know the date you planted each field.  

 
FARM RECORD CHANGES DELAYED BY SOFTWARE 
TRANSITION  
The Farm Service Agency is currently moving all farm records to a new computer software environment called 
MIDAS. FSA employees will be unable to process any changes to producers’ farm records until sometime after 
mid-April. Examples of changes include adding or dropping leases, buying or selling land or changing field 
boundaries. 



 
The transition will not impact program payments but could affect program signups. Producers who do have farm 
changes are encouraged to schedule Direct and Counter-Cyclical Payment (DCP) and Average Crop Revenue 
Election (ACRE) program signup appointments after mid-April. Those who do not have farm changes and would 
like to sign up for DCP or ACRE can do so prior to mid-April and reduce the demand on staff after the transition.  
 
The transition of farm records into MIDAS is scheduled to be completed by April 8. FSA employee training will 
take place shortly afterwards. At least one employee from each county office will be trained as soon as possible 
in an effort to quickly open up the system in each office.  
 
In recent years when serving its customers, FSA has relied on aging technology and equipment to do its work. 
This outdated infrastructure created inefficiencies and threatened the delivery of farm program benefits. 
Currently, FSA is making great strides in modernizing the information technology (IT) platform and systems 
needed to support program delivery 

 
HWFRCP Claims Deadline Extended to May 1 
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack extended the claims deadline for Hispanic and women farmers and ranchers 
who allege discrimination by the USDA in past decades.  The new deadline is May 1, 2013.  

Claimants may register for a claims package by calling the telephone number below Monday through Friday 9 
a.m. to 8 p.m. Eastern Time or by downloading the forms from the website.  
Website: www.farmerclaims.gov 
Phone: 1-888-508-4429  

An independent adjudicator will administer the claims process and adjudicate the claims. Although there are no 
filing fees to participate and a lawyer is not required to participate in the claims process, persons seeking legal 
advice may contact a lawyer or other legal services provider. Legal resources ready to assist nationwide can be 
found at www.nationalaglawcenter.org  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9450, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 
877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). 

 

 

Update your subscriptions, modify your password or e-mail address, or stop subscriptions at any time on 
your Subscriber Preferences Page. You will need to use your e-mail address to log in. If you have 
questions or problems with the subscription service, please contact support@govdelivery.com. For all 
other inquiries, please contact askfsa@usda.gov.  

If you have questions about FSA activities, please view our Frequently Asked Questions page or you may 
also Search our web site. These features are designed to assist you in obtaining the information you are 
seeking. 

This service is provided to you at no charge by the USDA Farm Service Agency. 

This email was sent to melissa.michael@wa.usda.gov using GovDelivery, on 
behalf of: USDA Farm Service Agency · 1400 Independence Ave., S.W. · 
Washington, DC 20250 · 800-439-1420 
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