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Pierce County FSA
1011 E. Main #107
Puyallup, WA. 98372-6768
Office (253) 845 9272

FAX (253) 445 9934

Office Hours
Monday — Friday
8:00 AM — 4:30 PM

County Committee
Lucy Cerqui, Chair

Harry Petersen, V-Chair
Joy Garitone, Member
Cindy Stolz, Member

Office Staff
George R. Jaquish, CED
Kathy Modin, PT

Farm Loan Staff
Mark Tuner, FLM
(360) 354-5658

Jeff Peterson, FLO
Jon Wilson, FLO

(360) 748-0084

Next COC Meeting
April 29, 2010
10:00 AM

Web Sites
www.fsa.usda.gov —FSA
National

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/wa/ -
WA State FSA

http://www.usda.gov -USDA

Handicapped
Accommodations: Special
accommodations will be
arranged for those persons
with a physical, vision, or
hearing impaired disability. If
special accommodations are
needed, please contact our
office

USDA
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ACREAGE REPORTING

Acreage reports have historically been required to maintain eligibility for many USDA
Programs. They continue to be required for CRP, NAP, DCP and on any farm in which
production will be used for a commodity loan or loan deficiency payment. June 30™ is the
final date to timely certify. Beyond that date, fees will be assessed for late-filed acreage
reporting.

FARM FINANCING AVAILABLE

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) provides direct and guaranteed loan assistance to farmers and
ranchers at all stages in their operation. It doesn’t matter if you are just starting out or an
established business looking to grow, change directions, or just getting back on your feet. FSA
provides financial assistance that helps sustain and grow American agriculture.

FSA has loans available to assist with purchase and development of farm ground, purchase of
livestock and equipment, and to provide financing for annual crop/livestock production costs.
FSA also has a rural youth loan program for kids between 10-21 who are involved with an
organization such as 4-H or FFA. Emergency loans to assist with recovery from losses due to
a natural disaster are also available when a county has been declared a disaster.

To be eligible for a FSA loan you must not be able to obtain credit from a traditional lender,
have needed training and experience, be an operator of a family farm, and be a US citizen or
legal resident.

If you have any questions about the loan programs please contact Jeff Petersen or Jon Wilson
in Chehalis, WA at (360) 748-0084 or Mark Turner in Lynden, WA at (360) 354-5658.

FOREIGN INVESTORS 90 Day Reporting Rule

Foreign owners of U.S. agricultural land are required by law to report their sale of land
holdings, acquisitions or leases of 10 or more years within 90 days of these transactions.
Report these changes to your local FSA office. Failure to report these changes can result in a
civil penalty of up to 25 percent of the fair market value of your interest in agricultural land.

CAREER INTERN PROGRAM - Loan Specialist

The Career Intern Program is designed to attract college graduates and other candidates who
have diverse professional experience, academic training, and competencies to careers in the
Federal Service. Interns who participate in this two-year program receive valuable on-the-job
experience as well as formal classroom training. After successful completion of the program,
interns are eligible for conversion to permanent positions.

Submit resume and college transcript (if qualifying based on education) to the Washington
State FSA Office, 316 W. Boone Avenue, Suite 568, Spokane, WA 99201. Include in your
resume examples of community service, leadership and awards. In addition, you will be
required to complete a Career Intern Assessment for which you will be contacted at a later
date. Resumes must be submitted by May 15, 2010 for this announcement.

FILE CCC-633 EZ for 2010 CROP YEAR LDPs

Wool and Mohair producers are encouraged to submit CCC-633 EZ Page 1 as soon as
possible, in order to establish beneficial interest in wool and mohair commodities under the
commodity loan and LDP program for 2010. Filing a CCC-633 EZ page 1 does not obligate
you to take an LDP; however it must be filed before beneficial interest in the crop is lost. The
applicable crop year for wool, mohair and unshorn pelts is January 1 through December 31.
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FSA COUNTY COMMITTEE

County Committee members play a crucial role in helping the county office staff implement the Farm Bill Programs. FSA
County Committee members make decisions on disaster and conservation programs, emergency programs, commodity price
support loan programs and other important agricultural issues. Members serve three-year terms. Nationwide, there are more
than 7,800 farmers and ranchers serving on FSA County Committee. Committees consist of three to five members who are
elected by eligible local producers.

This year, nominations are for a committee member to represent producers in Local Administrative Area (LAA) number one
(Pierce & South King Counties). LAA boundary description:

Pierce county, south of State route 512 and southeast of I-5 (Lakewood, Fort Lewis), west of State Route 161, south of 224™ St.
E., and that portion of South King County east of HWY 167, south of Holm Road extending east to county line.

More to come on nominations in our May Newsletter so stay tuned.

CONSERVATION COMPLIANCE

All participants in USDA Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) programs are required to be actively applying a conservation
system on all highly erodible land (HEL) they operate. Several areas where problems may arise in complying with a
conservation system are: renting new cropland, purchasing new land, breaking out additional cropland, planting different crops
and changing or removing existing conservation practices. It is important that you contact the FSA office BEFORE taking any
of these actions. Also, it is very important that you contact the county office before modifying, tilling, draining, dredging, filling
or leveling any wetland or drainage ditch. Failure to obtain advance approval for any of these situations may result in loss of all
USDA payments and eligibility.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS OR OWNERSHIP

Please notify your local FSA office of all deaths, land ownership and address changes as soon as possible so your farm records
can be updated timely. A copy of the applicable recorded deed should be provided to complete the land ownership changes.

REPORTING WEATHER DAMAGE

USDA uses damage reports to determine a need for disaster declarations. Disaster declarations trigger availability of emergency
loans and in some instances, additional disaster assistance programs. Damage reports are not limited to crops. They also include
farmsteads, farmland and livestock.

Helpful documentation includes the specific location of the farm damage, date and time of disaster event, type of damage (i.e.
hail, wind, etc.), what was affected by the disaster and its estimated percent of loss. You are encouraged to take pictures of
significant damage as both insurance agents and the FSA offices use these in support of future program applications and/or their
cumulative damage reports. Contact the county office for information about disaster assistance programs.

“The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability,
and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all
or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who
require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotapes, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-
2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C.
20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.”



