
  

  

 

 

 

 

VOTE for the Candidate of Your Choice! 
            
           Ballots will be sent out November 5 to eligible voters in LAA #3 and LAA #4.  If 
you do not receive a ballot and you think you should, please contact the Pierce FSA 
Office and we will check the eligible voters list for you. 
           To have your vote count, all instructions on the ballot must be followed exactly as 
prescribed.  Do not send two or more ballots back in one envelope.  And, don’t forget to 
sign your ballot.  All ballots must be received in the Pierce County FSA Office by 
December 3, 2012.        
 
Slate of Candidates: 
              From Thurston County Local Administrative Area (LAA) #3 (all of Thurston 
County) the candidates are: 

•  Harry Petersen, Yelm, WA, beef cow/calf operation 
•  Eric Johnson, Rochester, WA, owns and operates a dairy 

               
            From Pierce County Local Administrative Area #4 (S. King County and parts of 
Pierce County) the candidate is: 

•   Lucy Cerqui, Edgewood, WA, row crop farmer  
                                               

SURE Sign-Up 
                                                           

            Farm Service Agency Administrator Juan Garcia, announced the sign-up period 
for the 2011 crop year Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments (SURE) program 
will open October 22, 2012. The SURE program is part of the Food, Conservation, and 
Energy Act of 2008 (Farm Bill). Under the 2008 Farm Bill, SURE authorizes assistance 
to farmers and ranchers who suffered crop losses caused by natural disasters occurring 
through September 30, 2011. 
 
“Any eligible producer who suffered losses during the 2011 crop year is encouraged to 
visit a local FSA office to learn more about the SURE program and how to apply,” said 
Garcia.  
 
As of September 30, 2011, the Department’s authority to operate the SURE program 
expired along with four other important disaster assistance programs: the Livestock 
Indemnity Program (LIP); the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees, and 
Farm-Raised Fish (ELAP); the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP); and the Tree 
Assistance Program (TAP). Production losses due to disasters occurring after Sept. 30, 
2011, are not eligible for disaster program coverage.                                      
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October, 2012 

Pierce County 
Farm Service Agency 
1011 E. Main, #107 
Puyallup, WA  98373-6768 
Phone – (253) 845-9272  
Fax – (253) 445 9934 
 

Office Hours  
Mon.- Fri. 8:00 a.m.– 4:30 p.m. 
 

County Committee  
Lucy Cerqui, Chair 
Joy Garitone, Vice-Chair 
Harry Petersen, Member 
Paddy Lewis Irwin, Member 
 

Office Staff  
George R. Jaquish, CED 
Kathy Modin, PT 
 
Farm Loan Staff 
Mark Tuner, FLM 
(360) 354-5658 
Jeff Peterson, SFLO 
(360) 748-0084 
 

Next COC Meeting  
December 6, 2012 
 

Dates to Remember 
Office closed: 
• Nov. 11 Veterans Day 
• Nov. 22 Thanksgiving Day 
• Dec. 25 Christmas 
• Jan. 1, New Years Day  

 
More Information may be 
found at: 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/wa 
 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/wa


  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. Click here for the full non-discrimination statement. 
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?navtype=FT&navid=NON_DISCRIMINATION 

 

To be eligible for SURE, a farm or ranch must have: 

At least a 10 percent production loss on a crop of economic significance; A policy or plan of insurance under the Federal Crop 
Insurance Act or the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) for all economically significant crops; Been 
physically located in a county that was declared a primary disaster county or contiguous county by the Secretary of 
Agriculture under a Secretarial Disaster Designation. Without a Secretarial Disaster Designation, individual producers may be 
eligible if the actual production on the farm is less than 50 percent of the normal production on the farm due to a natural 
disaster. A “farm” for SURE purposes means the entirety of all crop acreage in all counties that a producer planted or intended 
to be planted for harvest for normal commercial sale or on-farm livestock feeding, including native and improved grassland 
intended for haying.  

Producers considered socially disadvantaged, a beginning farmer or rancher, or a limited resource farmer may be eligible for 
SURE without a policy or plan of insurance or NAP coverage. 

Farmers and ranchers interested in signing up must do so before the June 7, 2013, deadline. 

For more information on the 2011 SURE program, visit any FSA county office or www.fsa.usda.gov/sure 

     Disaster Debt Set-Aside Program  
 

When Farm Service Agency (FSA) direct loan borrowers are located in a designated disaster area or contiguous 
county, and are unable to make their scheduled payments on any debt, FSA is authorized to consider set-aside of some 
payments to allow the operation to continue. 

Borrowers have eight months from the date of designation to apply for the program.  A complete application includes 
a written request from all liable parties, actual production, income and expense records for the period in which disaster 
occurred, and other items as required. Production, income and expense records are not required in instances where the agency 
already has the information. 

Borrowers are eligible to receive the disaster set-aside based on the following: (1) The borrower is unable to pay all 
family living and farm operating expenses, payments to other creditors and payments to FSA (2) The borrower must have 
operated the farm or ranch at the time of the disaster. (3) Each loan considered for disaster set-aside must have been 
outstanding at the time of the disaster. (4) The borrower must be current or not more than one installment behind on any FSA 
loan.  (5) The loan considered for disaster set-aside must have at least a term of 2 years remaining on the payments. (6) After 
the disaster set-aside is completed, the borrower must be current with FSA payments. (7) The amount set aside cannot exceed 
one year’s FSA payment. (8) Each loan can only receive one disaster set-aside. (9) The borrower must be able to develop a 
positive cash-flow projection for the coming year.  

Each payment set-aside must be repaid prior to the final maturity of the note.  Any principal set-aside will continue to 
accrue interest until it is repaid. 

Change of Address or Ownership 
 
Please notify your local FSA office of all deaths, land ownership and address changes as soon as possible so your 

farm records can be updated timely. Updating records in a timely manner can help ensure all required participants appear on 
documents requiring signatures and prevent payment delays.  A copy of the applicable recorded deed should be provided to 
complete the land ownership changes. 
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