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Pierce County FSA Updates 
DEAR PRODUCERS: Welcome to the new GovDelivery bulletins and updates service from Pierce County FSA 
office. Note that you are welcome to request to receive bulletins from more than one state and/or county and 
can add or remove individual subscriptions at any time.    
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USDA Announces 45th General sign-Up 
for the Conservation Reserve Program 
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) will conduct a four-week general sign-up for the 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), beginning May 20 and ending on 
June 14.  CRP has a 27-year legacy of protecting the nation's natural 
resources through voluntary participation, while providing significant 
economic and environmental benefits to rural communities across the United 
states. 

Producers that are accepted in the sign-up can receive cost-share 
assistance to plant long-term, resource-conserving covers and receive an 
annual rental payment for the length of the contract (10-15 years). 

Contracts on 254,000 acres in Washington are set to expire on September 
30, 2013.  Producers with expiring contracts or producers with 
environmentally sensitive land are encouraged to evaluate their options 
under CRP. 

Additional sign-ups for continuous CRP programs such as Highly Erodible 
Land Initiative and Initiative to Restore Grassland, Wetlands and Wildlife will 
be announced in spring 2013. 

For more information on CRP visit a local FSA service center or 
www.fsa.usda.gov 
  

 

 

http://content.govdelivery.com/bulletins/gd/USFSA-6e8ecf
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing


 
2011 Supplemental Revenue Assistance 
Program Applications 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) will continue to accept SURE applications 
for 2011 crop losses through June 7, 2013.  The SURE Program provides 
payments to producers when crop revenues are less than the crop 
guarantee.  The SURE Program payments are equal to 60 percent of the 
difference between the crop guarantee and revenue.  To be eligible, the 
producer must have at least one crop with a 10 percent production loss. 

To determine the guarantee and revenue for the SURE Program, all crops 
on all farms for a producer are included in the calculation.  Payments under 
the SURE Program are limited to $100,000. 

To be eligible for the 2011 SURE Program, producers must have crop 
insurance on all insurable crops.  For crops that are not covered by crop 
insurance such as hay or fresh vegetables, producers must have purchased 
Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage from FSA.  
The Crop Insurance and NAP purchase requirements are waived for crops 
that are not economically significant to the farming operation.  For more 
information visit the Farm Service Agency website at www.fsa.usda.gov/ps/.   

 

 
Hispanic and Women Farmer and Rancher Claims Period 
Hispanic and women farmers and ranchers who allege discrimination by the USDA in past decades can file 
claims until March 25, 2013. 

The process offers a voluntary alternative to litigation for each Hispanic or female farmer and rancher who can 
prove that USDA denied their applications for loan or loan servicing assistance for discriminatory reasons within 
certain time periods between 1981 and 2000. 

As announced in February 2011, the voluntary claims process will make available at least 1.33 billion for cash 
awards and tax relief payments, plus up to 160 million in farm debt relief to eligible Hispanic and women farmers 
and ranchers.  There are no filing fees to participate in the program. 

USDA will continue reaching out to potential Hispanic and female claimants around the country to inform those 
who may be eligible for this program. 

Website:  www.famerclaims.gov 
Phone:  1-888-508-4429 
Deadline for Claims:  March 25, 2013. 

Claimants can obtain a claims package in the mail by calling 1-888-509-4429 or by visiting the website 
www.farmerclaims.gov.  Public meetings are also being held in many areas to share further information.  Contact 
your nearest FSA office to get a schedule of meetings in your area. 

  

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/ps/
http://www.famerclaims.gov/
http://www.farmerclaims.gov/


 

FSA Adopts New Check Processing Method 
Producers who make payments by check to the Farm Service Agency can expect to see a change soon in how 
those checks are processed.  FSA is adopting an electronic method for processing check payments from 
customers. 

Using the electronic method, if you submit a paper check payment either in person or through the mail, the check 
will be converted into an Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) using Over the Counter Channel (OTCnet), a web-
based application. 

The transfer of funds will be reflected on your account statement.  The transaction may be recorded in a different 
place on your statement than where your checks normally appear, such as under "other withdrawals" or "other 
transactions."  You have protections under Federal law for an unauthorized electronic fund transfer from your 
account.  You should contact your financial institution immediately if you believe that the transaction reported on 
your account statement was not properly authorized or is otherwise incorrect. 

It is important for you to have sufficient funds in your bank account because the electronic transfer of funds could 
occur within 24 hours.  FSA will hold the paper check for up to 14 calendar days to ensure that the transaction 
was successfully processed and then the check will be shredded.  You will not receive the paper check back 
from FSA. 

The agency is implementing the new system to reduce the possibility of losing or misplacing checks, speed up 
the check clearing process and to reduce the potential for human error. 

For more information regarding electronic check processing, contact the county FSA office or see the U.S. 
Department of Treasury Internet site http://fms.treas.gov/otcnet/legal.html 

  

  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9450, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 
877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). 

 

http://fms.treas.gov/otcnet/legal.html
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