
 
 
                                                                                                

October/November 2010 
 

Office Staff 
Melissa Michael, CED 
Holly Hedblom, PT 
Naomi Devlin, PT 
 

Office Hours 
Weekdays/ 8:00 - 4:30 
 

E-mail us at: 
melissa.michael@wa.usda.gov 
holly.hedblom@wa.usda.gov 
naomi.devlin@wa.usda.gov 
 

Dates to Remember 
11/11  Office Closed/Veteran’s Day 
11/20  Sales Closing Date/Perennial   
            crops, and Honey 
11/25  Office Closed/Thanksgiving 
12/09  COC Meeting – 10:00 a.m. 
12/09  COC Elections/Count  
            Ballots 
12/24  Office Closed/Christmas 
12/31  Office Closed/New Year’s  
            Day 
  1/17  Office Closed/MLK Jr Day 
 

2010 County Committee: 
Meetings scheduled for 3rd Thurs 
of each month at 10:00 a.m. 
Troy Smith  Chair 
Jason Roetcisoender V Chair 
Andy Werkhoven  Member 
John Gunning  Member 
Rick Williams  Member 
Yeng Cha  Advisor 
Linda Neunzig  Advisor 
Jay Cha   Advisor 
 

Websites: 
National USDA 
http://www.usda.gov 
 

National FSA 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA 
 

Washington State FSA 
http://www.usda.gov/wa 
 
“I’m a great believer in luck, 
and I find the harder I work 
the more I have of it.” 
     Thomas Jefferson 
 

          
 
2010 FSA COUNTY COMMITTEE ELECTIONS 
 

Official Ballots have been or soon will be mailed to eligible voters in Local 
Administrative Area (LAA) 2, South Snohomish Co, which includes the 
communities of Everett, Mukilteo, Edmonds, Snohomish, Sultan, and Index. 
Watch your mailbox for a ballot.  Please remember that the last day to return 
your ballot or have it postmarked is December 6, 2009. 
 

If you receive a ballot in error, or if you should have received one and did not 
please contact the County Office at your earliest convenience.  Write-ins accepted. 
 

Candidates for South Snohomish County are: 
 

Sandra Frohning 
Sandy and husband Tim have been operating Frohning Dairy Inc in the Tualco 
Valley for 27 years; their herd is made up of 300 Holsteins and Jerseys, milking 
130.  Sandy is a lifelong resident and 5th generation farmer.  She has been involved 
with 4-H for 19 years and served as a leader.  Sandy is also active with the Junior 
Holstein Ass’n, Grange, and Historical Society. 
 

Dan Bartelheimer 
Dan, his wife Judy, and son Peter, own and operate Sno-Valley Farms  
Inc.  They have grown a variety of crops, currently focusing on forage  
crops.  Dan grew up on a dairy farm in the Snohomish Valley and  
started farming on his own in 1973.  He currently serves on three  
Snohomish county committees, and has also served on the Boards of 
the Farm Bureau and Co-op. 

    
DISASTER PROGRAMS 
 

Producers must purchase at minimum, CAT level insurance for all insurable 
crops and/or FSA’s NAP coverage for all noninsurable crops grown on the farm, 
including hay ground, to be eligible for any disaster program.  The sales closing 
date for all perennial crops is November 20, 2010; March 15, 2011 for spring 
planted crops.  All programs require an annual “total farm crop acreage 
report”.  This means that even if a crop is not considered a “crop of economic 
significance” (expected to contribute 5% or more of farm income such as 
grazing acres, or crops for which NAP or crop insurance is not available), it must 
be reported for all farms in all counties.  All programs require annual reports of 
production. 
 

Disaster programs subject to the Risk Management Purchase Requirement 
(commercially bought crop insurance or FSA’s NAP coverage) include: 
 

Emergency Assistance for Livestock Program (ELAP) (includes Honey Bees, Horses, and Farm-Raised Fish)  
ELAP provides emergency relief to producers of livestock due to losses from adverse weather or other conditions as 
determined by the Secretary, and that are not adequately covered by any other disaster program. 
 

Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP)   LFP is available to eligible livestock producers who suffer grazing 
losses for eligible livestock due to: 

• drought, on land that is either native or improved pasture land with permanent vegetative cover, or planted to a 
crop specifically for providing grazing 

• fire, on rangeland managed by a Federal agency if the eligible livestock producer is prohibited from grazing 
the normal permitted livestock on the managed rangeland. 

 

Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payment Program (SURE)   SURE is available to eligible producers on: 
• farms in disaster counties, including contiguous counties, that incur crop production losses and/or crop quality 

losses during the crop year, 
• farms which during the calendar year, incur loss of production of the farm because of weather, is greater than 

50% of the normal production of the farm, and  
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• will pay up to $100,000 annually, including payments from ELAP, LFP, and LIP. 
o Disaster counties are included in a geographic area covered by a qualifying natural disaster declaration  

  declared by the Secretary. (A county must have a 30% or greater loss, or, a county farmer with a 30% or    
  greater loss must be unable to obtain commercial credit, or, there must be a request from the Governor or    
  an Indian Tribal Leader to the Secretary of Agriculture) 
o In general, “farm” means the sum of all crop acreage in all counties that is planted or intended to be  

              planted for harvest by the eligible producer  
 

Tree Assistance Program (TAP)   TAP is reauthorized to provide assistance to orchardists and eligible growers who 
produce nursery, ornamental, fruit, nut, or Christmas trees for commercial sale that lose in excess of 15% mortality 
(after adjustment for normal mortality) because of a natural disaster as determined by the Secretary. 
 

Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP)   LIP is available to eligible livestock producers on farms that have incurred 
livestock death losses in excess of normal mortality because of adverse weather as determined by the Secretary, 
including losses due to hurricanes, floods, blizzards, disease, wildfires, and extreme heat or cold. Insurance 
requirements do not apply to LIP. 

 

The Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) offers continuous signup for cropland or marginal 
pastureland along eligible streams.  NEW components have been authorized for smaller streams and water bodies. 
Contact the County Office at 425-334-3131 ext 2 for additional information. 
 

 
MISCELLANY 
With the 2008 Farm Bill, came new eligibility requirements. Form CCC-926 is the Annual Adjusted Gross Income 
(AGI) Statement, which as indicated in the title, must be completed annually, prior to payment issuance, for 
eligibility compliance. 
 

Payments are now processed through the National Payment Service (NPS) whether by paper check or direct 
deposit.  All payments are subject to IRS or other agency offset, and routed through Treasury. Payments could take    
5 – 7 days from date of issue at the county office to reach your bank account.  Please ensure your bank and account 
information on file in the county office is correct. 
 

Paper Check Conversion – Over the Counter (PCC –OTC)  
In the upcoming months, FSA/CCC will move toward an electronic method to process producers’ checks, allowing 
FSA/CCC to process collections faster.  When producers present checks either in person or through the mail, the 
checks will be converted into an Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT).  The funds will be debited from the producer’s 
account, usually within 24 hours of receipt.  Please visit the U.S. Dept of Treasury website for details: 
https://www.pccotc.gov/pccotc/pcc/usingpcc/Legal%20Notices/legalnotices.htm 
 
Have you bought or sold any farmland? Added or dropped any leased land?  Changed your entity type or farming 
operation? If any of these scenarios apply to you, please contact the county office for an appointment to update your 
records. 
 

 
 

Special Accommodations will be provided upon request for those persons with physical handicap, or vision or 
hearing impairment. Please contact Melissa Michael at 425-334-3131 ext 104 for assistance. 
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