
 

 
 
 
 
 

January, 2011 
 

North Puget Sound Area 
528 91st Ave NE  Ste B 

Lake Stevens WA  98258 
serving  

Snohomish, North King, 
Clallam and Jefferson Counties 

 
Office Hours 

Monday – Friday 
8:00 AM – 4:30 PM 

 
Office Staff 

Melissa Michael, CED 
Holly Hedblom, PT 
Naomi Devlin, PT 

 
Farm Loan Staff 

(360)354-5658 
Mark Turner, FLM 

Lynn Alderson, FLOT 
Marlene Garber, PT 
Jeff Peterson, FLO 

(360) 748-0084 
 

County Committee 
Troy Smith 

Jason Roetcisoender 
John Gunning 
Rick Williams 

Dan Bartelheimer 
 
COC Meetings scheduled for 
3rd Thursday each month @ 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Important Dates 
1/17 Martin L King Jr Day     
        Office Closed 
1/20 COC meeting/LS srvc ctr 
2/17 COC meeting/LS srvc ctr 
2/21 President’s Day/Office   
        Closed 
3/15 Sales Closing Day/NAP  
        coverage on spring crops 
 

Websites: 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/wa 
 

 
 

I believe that 
unarmed truth and 
unconditional love 
will have the final 

word in reality. 
 

-Martin Luther King, Jr 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

2009 SURE Sign-up 
The sign-up period for the Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments Program (SURE) for 
2009 Snohomish and N King County crop losses, begins January 10, 2011.  Eligible 
producers should apply for benefits at their earliest convenience to ensure payment eligibility. 
 

The SURE program provides benefits for farm losses accrued in 2008 through 2011 due to 
natural disasters.  A farmer or rancher is eligible for the program when a disaster designation 
has been made for their county or when actual production is less than half of the normal 
established production yield.  Producers who suffer eligible losses must have crop insurance or 
a non-insured crop disaster assistance program policy (NAP) for all crops of economic 
significance. 
 

A fact sheet with more detailed information and a potential payment calculator are available 
on the FSA website, or contact this office at (425)334-3131 ext 104. 

 
   
    
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Also be reminded that eligibility for the SURE program requires “whole farm” coverage by 
FSA’s NAP, or RMA crop insurance (all crops on all farms in all states), (except for de 
minimus crops: 1] crops that are not economically significant (less than 5% of the total 
production of a SURE farm nationwide) or 2] a crop for which the administrative fee for NAP 
coverage exceeds 10% of the value of that coverage).  Additionally, for those producers who 
receive an RMA indemnity or payment for NAP losses for 2010 and subsequent years, a 
linkage requirement applies, i.e.: coverage must be obtained for the following year on the crop 
for which a payment was issued.  

 
Disaster Reporting is Key 
Prompt weather-related disaster reporting is crucial for FSA to determine the need of disaster 
declarations, and ultimately provide producer assistance and help mitigate the damage.  
Disaster designations trigger availability of low-interest loans and direct payments under the 
SURE program for farmers and ranchers in the county.  
 

It is important for producers to know that crop insurance or NAP coverage can be the first step 
of recovery against natural disasters and that they are required for SURE eligibility.  The 
linkage between insurance and SURE is vital for producers to be able to receive the maximum 
FSA assistance.  
 

Emergency loans may be used to replace essential property or pay production costs associated 
with the disaster year, and may also be used to pay essential living expenses, reorganize a 
farming operation, or refinance certain debts. 
Damage reports aren’t just limited to crops.  They can include damage to structures, eroded 

2010 Committee Election Results 
Thank you to all the producers that took time to return ballots!  Election results for the 
North Puget Sound Area Committee are as follows: 

 

Dan Bartelheimer will represent South Snohomish County; Sandy Frohning is First 
Alternate.  Thanks to both for their interest in our election process.  WELCOME! 
 

Dan fills the position vacated by Andy Werkhoven, who served on COC for 3 years.  Sandy 
replaces Ed Stocker as Alternate.  We SINCERELY thank Andy and Ed for their 
dedicated service to the producers in their area.  
 
 December’s Committee meeting also found us honoring 

Ed Stocker with a luncheon and plaque to commemorate 
32 years of service to FSA and Snohomish County 
farmers and ranchers.  Ed will be greatly missed! 
 

Thank you, Ed, for all the knowledge, support, and 
invaluable guidance you provided us through the years. 

 

Crop Coverage Deadline 
The sales closing date for 2011 spring planted crops including some seed 
crops is March 15, 2011.  For those producers planting these uninsurable 
crops, NAP coverage is available at the FSA office for $250 per crop to a 
maximum of $750 crops for all crops in one county; for multi-county 
producers, up to a maximum of $1875 for all crops grown in all counties. 
Spring planted crops include vegetable seed (beets, spinach) and summer 
planted buckwheat. Acreage reports are due by June 30 each year.  
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farmland or livestock mortality.  Helpful documentation includes the specific location of farm damage, date and time of the 
disaster event, the type of damage (hail, wind, etc), what was affected and the estimated percent of loss.  Photographic evidence 
of significant damage will also be helpful as both FSA and insurance agents use it in support of future program applications and 
cumulative damage reports. 

 
 

Direct and Counter-cyclical and Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Programs 
It’s time once again for enrollment in the DCP or ACRE programs.  Deadline for enrollment is June 1, 2011, with the crop 
reporting deadline following shortly thereafter, on June 30.  
 

DCP direct payment rates remain unchanged from last year: $.52/Bu wheat, $.28/corn, $.24/bu barley, and $.024/oats.   
Advance payments are available at 22% of the total direct payment rate for the year. Payments are earned on 83.3% of the farm’s 
established base acreage times the farm’s established yield times the producer’s share.  Producers can plant any crop on their 
base acreage with the exception of fruits & vegetables (including seed crops) and wild rice. 
 

The ACRE Program provides revenue protection against low market prices or low state and farm yields. As in DCP, a farm 
must have base acres of a covered commodity in order to be enrolled in ACRE. Briefly, ACRE “trades” the counter-cyclical 
portion of your DCP payments, 20% of your direct payments, and a 30% reduction in marketing assistance loan rates on the 
enrolled farm in exchange for potential ACRE payments that are based on your current year’s actual plantings and 12-month 
national average market prices.  In general, ACRE payments for a crop are triggered when actual state prices and/or yields are 
below normal and the individual farm’s actual yields and national prices are also below normal. 
 

Producers may elect to enroll on a farm by farm basis, in either DCP or ACRE, but not both.  Once the election is made to 
participate in ACRE, it is irrevocable for the duration of the Farm Bill through 2012.  Participants must initially report five 
years of production in order to be eligible for the first year of the program and will need to report annual production each year 
thereafter. Call the county office for more information or an appointment. 

 
 

Biomass Crop Assistance Program (BCAP) 
The BCAP final rule became effective October 27, 2010, and is available for review at FSA’s BCAP web site: 
www.fsa.usda.gov/bcap.  Completed project proposals can be submitted to the WA State FSA Office, 316 W Boone Ave Ste 
568, Spokane WA 99201, Attn: Rod Hamilton, Program Chief for review and recommendation to the National Office.  
Proposals are accepted on a continual basis. 
 
Miscellany 
With the 2008 Farm Bill, came new eligibility requirements. Form CCC-926 is the Annual Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) 
Statement, which as indicated in the title, must be completed annually, prior to payment issuance, for eligibility compliance. 
 
Payments are now processed through the National Payment Service (NPS) whether by paper check or direct deposit.  All 
payments are subject to IRS or other agency offset, routed through Treasury, and could take 5–7 days from date of issue at the 
county office to reach your bank account.  Please ensure your bank and account information on file in the county office is 
correct. 
 
Have you bought or sold any farmland? Added or dropped any leased land?  Changed your entity type or farming operation? 
If any of these scenarios apply to you, please contact the county office for an appointment to update your records. 

 
Update Farm Records 
To bring agency documents in line with state law, FSA asks that producers update their farm ownership records and 
program contracts to include their spouses. DCP/ACRE, CRP and other contracts signed from this point forward should 
include spouses, but this will not affect the share disbursement.  FSA does not dictate how spouses are awarded contract 
shares.  To prove that any property is separately owned, you must provide adequate documentation, other than a deed, to 
demonstrate your separate ownership.  FSA is in the midst of a drive to update a variety of producer records to streamline 
contract and program processes.  You can help by reviewing your FSA records and new contracts.  Contact the local office for 
more information. 

 
 

Special Accommodations will be provided upon request for those persons with physical handicap, or vision or 
hearing impairment. Please contact Melissa Michael at 425-334-3131 ext 104 for assistance. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/bcap�

