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Whatcom County 
FSA Office 
6975 Hannegan Rd. 
Lynden, WA  98264 
Phone (360) 354-5658 
Fax (360) 354-4678 
 
 
Office Hours 
Monday – Friday 
8:00 AM – 4:30 PM 
 
 
County Committee 
Teresa Sygitowicz, Chair 
Dan Noteboom, Vice-Chair 
Larry Tjoelker, Member 
Satpaul Neger, Advisor 
 
 
Office Staff 
Betty Snell, Acting CED 
Darcy Maldonado, PT 
 
 
Farm Loan Staff 
Mark Turner, FLM 
Lynn Alderson, FLO 
Marlene Garber, FLT 
 
 
Next COC Meeting 
March 22, 2012 
Time: 9 am  
 
Dates to Remember 
March 15 - NAP closing date 
for spring planted crops, small 
grain forages, mustard, radish, 
summer planted buckwheat 
April 6 - CRP signup deadline 
May 1 - NAP closing date for 
value loss crops 
May 28 - Office closed for 
federal holiday 
June 1 - DCP/ACRE signup 
deadline 
June 1 - SURE 2010 loss 
signup deadline 
June 30 – Acreage reporting 
deadline 
 
 
FSA Web Sites 
State- http://www.fsa.usda.gov/wa 
 
National- http://www.fsa.usda.gov 
 
USDA- http://www.usda.gov 
 
 
 
 

 

*LAST PRINTED NEWSLETTER* 
The Farm Service Agency is moving toward a paperless operation.  FSA's budget allows 

for this last printed newsletter only.  If you wish to receive important program announcements 
and deadline reminders, enroll in the new GovDelivery system.  You will receive newsletters 
and bulletins via email or text message instead of a hard copy through the mail.  

FSA, like many other organizations, is trying to work smarter and be more efficient.  
Moving to electronic notifications via email will help conserve resources and save taxpayer 
dollars.  County Committee ballots will continue to be mailed to all eligible producers. 

You may subscribe to receive electronic updates by going to the USDA GovDelivery sign-
up page found at the following web address: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/subscribe. 

The form on the reverse side of this newsletter informs FSA of your intent to receive 
newsletters electronically.  Complete blocks 1A, 1B, 3, 4, 8A, 8B and 8C.  Select "No" in block 
4 and return the form to the county office.  The selection only applies to newsletters and bulk 
mail.  You will still receive direct mail for your operation and county committee ballots.  Staff 
can assist you with subscribing for electronic newsletters.  Many of you are already signed up 
to receive newsletters, if you are unsure, give us a call to verify. 
 

2012 DCP/ACRE SIGNUP UNDERWAY 
We are currently taking appointments to sign up for 2012 DCP/ACRE program.  The 

deadline to sign up is June 1, 2012.  Please call the office to set up an appointment.  
All producers with a crop share interest on DCP base acres must have a share in direct 

and counter-cyclical payments.  Changes on the farm before or after enrolling in DCP/ACRE 
must be immediately reported to the local FSA office; examples include ownership changes, 
producer changes (individuals and entities), and change in crop shares arrangements. 
 

NEW AGI FORMS REQUIRED FOR 2012 
FSA and NRCS program participants, including all members of participating entities, must 

meet certain Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) requirements to qualify for benefits.  Starting for the 
2012 crop year, a new AGI form has been developed that both reports whether an applicant or 
member meets the AGI requirements and authorizes the IRS to confirm that information for 
FSA.  

The new form also reflects an additional AGI limitation applicable only to 2012 direct 
payments.  In addition to the $500,000 average nonfarm AGI and the $750,000 average farm 
AGI limitation, a $1 million average AGI limitation will be applicable for 2012 direct payments. 

New this year, most power-of-attorney authorizations will not work for this form.  The form 
will have to be signed by the participant or entity member themselves.  IRS will not accept FSA 
power-of-attorney forms.  These new AGI forms are available today from your county office or 
on the FSA internet site. 

If you received a letter requesting completion of 2009 or 2010 AGI forms, it is very 
important that these forms be sent to the address in Washington DC listed on the letter.  
Failure to respond to this letter will determine you ineligible for any 2009 or 2010 payments 
that you received. 
 

REPORT CROP DAMAGE  
Producers who purchased 2012 Noninsured Assistance Program (NAP) coverage are 

required to report weather related crop damage.  
Notice of Loss must be filed by the EARLIER of the following:  
* 15 calendar days after the damaging weather or disaster occurrence or date damage to 

the specific crop acreage is apparent to the producer for low yield claims  
* 15 calendar days after the normal harvest date. 

Failure to meet these requirements can compromise NAP coverage, or make claims ineligible 
for assistance.  The loss must be reported on FSA’s CCC-576 Notice of Loss form.  

If you missed the signup deadline to obtain coverage for the 2012 crop year under NAP, 
you may be eligible for a crop insurance coverage called Agri-lite of which the sign up deadline 
is March 15, 2012 for new applicants.  Contact your local crop insurance agent or for a list of 
agents go online to http://www3.rma.usda.gov/tools/agents/companies/. 
 

SUPPLEMENTAL REVENUE ASSISTANCE FOR 2010 LOSSES 
The deadline for producers to submit applications for 2010 crop year Supplemental 

Revenue Assistance Payments Program (SURE) is June 1, 2012.  The application and all 
required documentation must be on file and signed by close of business on that day. 

The SURE program provides benefits for crop losses due to eligible weather related 
disaster conditions affecting crops grown from 2008 through 2011 crop years.  A farmer or 
rancher is eligible for the program when a disaster designation has been made for their county 
or when actual production is less than half of the normal established production.  Producers 
who suffer eligible losses must have crop insurance or a Non-insured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program policy for all crops of economic significance to be eligible for SURE 
benefits.  Socially disadvantaged, limited resource, or beginning farmers and ranchers are 
exempt from the insurance linkage requirement. 
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