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Whitman County FSA 
805 Vista Point Dr. Ste. 1 
Colfax WA   99111-9585 
(Phone) 509-397-4301; Ext. 2 
(Fax)   509-397-6763 
 
Colfax Service Center 
Office Hours 
Monday – Friday 
8:00 AM – 4:30 PM; some 
appointments may be scheduled 
starting at 7:00 AM during signup 
periods. 
 
County Committee 
Larry Schroetlin, Chair 
Greg D Hall, V-Chair 
David Swannack, Member 
Gracie Miller, Advisor 
 
Office Staff: 
Farm Programs: 
Kathy Wolfe, CED 
kathy.wolfe@wa.usda.gov 
Ann Holbrook, CPT 
Fred Hendrickson, PT 
Nancy Doege, PT  
Kara Lanthorn, PT 
Jonelle Olson, PT 
Bonnie Riebold, PT 
Doreen Riedner, PT 
Kelley Betts, Full-time Temp 
Megan Brown, Intermittent Temp 
 
Farm Loan Program: 
Houston Bruck, Manager 
houston.bruck@wa.usda.gov  
Chris Sletager, Loan Officer 
JoAnne Krupke, PT 
Spokane County FSA Office 
Phone: (509) 924-7350 Ext. 2 
 
Dates to Remember Deadline 

CRP General Signup 
Ends 

Aug 27 

Deadline to file FSA-
682 ACRE 

Sept 1 

County Committee 
Meeting; usually 2nd 
Tues of month 

Sept 14 

Deadline to file FSA-
682 for ACRE 

Sept 1 

NAP sales closing 
date 

See article 

Office Closed for 
Labor Day 

Sept 6 

Final 2010 zero share 
signature deadline 
for DCP/ACRE 

Sept 30 

November 5 Ballots 
mailed to 
voters 

 
FSA WEB SITES: 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/wa 
http:www.fsa.usda.gov 
 

Reasonable Accommodations 
Special accommodations will be 
made upon request for individuals 
with disabilities, vision impairment, or 
hearing loss.  If accommodations are 
required, please contact Kathy Wolfe 
at (509)397-4301. 
 

 

 
 
New FSA Executive Director 

 
The Whitman County FSA Committee hired Kathy Wolfe as the new County Executive 
Director for FSA replacing Mike Mandere who vacated the position in January.  Mike is the 
Chief Administrative Officer for FSA out of the State Office in Spokane. 
 
Kathy Wolfe comes to Whitman County from Colorado and has worked for FSA since 1983 
in various capacities; she has been a Program Technician for 11 years, an Automated 
Program Specialist in Washington D. C. for 1 year and a Management Program Analyst for 7 
years.  Kathy has been a County Executive Director for the last 8 years working in Las 
Animas and Logan County in Colorado.   
 
Kathy is married to husband Richard, and has three step-children and an 8-year old son, 
Marcus and one grandson, Trent.  
 
Kathy looks forward to serving the Whitman County farmers and ranchers by providing the 
best service possible.  Please stop in to meet Kathy when you have time.   

 
CRP General Sign-up 

 
The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) general sign-up starts August 2, 2010 and ends 
August 27, 2010.  
 
CRP allows producers to enroll land in ten year contracts that help preserve environmentally 
sensitive land.  Farmers and ranchers enrolled in the program plant cover crops to improve 
wildlife habitat, water or air quality; have enduring benefits; or reduce erosion. In return, FSA 
pays the producer a rental rate based on a producer’s accepted bid. 
 
Eligibility and ranking scores are based on several factors. Eligible land must have been 
planted to an annual crop or conserving use in at least four years between 2002 and 2007. 
In addition, the land must have an erodibility index of 8 or greater, be in the state air quality 
or wildlife Conservation Priority Area or be CRP expiring in 2010.  Whitman County is not in 
a priority area. 
 
Offers will be ranked using the Environment Benefits Index. Points will be awarded based on 
the environmental and habitat benefits of the proposed cover crops. 
 
Extra points will be awarded in this signup for the most erosive land and bids that include 
pollinator habitat.  There are 2.8 million acres of CRP contracts expiring this year. A very 
competitive signup is expected. 
 
The announcement of accepted offers is expected to be faster. The average wait time 
between the end of signup and the awarding of contracts has been several weeks. Now, 
with systematic improvements, the process may take only matter of days once signup ends 
on August 27th. 

 
Production Evidence and Signature Requirement for ACRE 

 
For producers who have enrolled their farm into the ACRE program the deadline for to 
provide annual production records on a signed form FSA-658 to the County office is 
September 1st.  It is the producer’s responsibility to provide the office with accurate and 
complete information for farms enrolled in ACRE. This includes a completed signed form 
FSA-658.  Your APH records from FCIC crop insurance are an acceptable form of 
documentation for production records which most of you have already provided; however, it 
is imperative that along with your production a form FSA-658 is signed and filed in the office 
by September 1.  As a service to you our office is in the process of calculating your 
production and posting it to the FSA-658. Nevertheless, this does not relieve you from your 
responsibility to ensure that you have timely provided a completed signed FSA-658 
before the deadline. If you are unsure of where you stand please check with the office.  
Failure to meet this deadline will result in no ACRE payment.   
 
The final 2009 ACRE price is $4.87 for wheat, $2.61 for feed barley and $2.02 for oats.  If 
you still have your ACRE worksheet provided to you at signup you can access the cal-
culator at http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=dccp&topic=landing 
and get an estimated payment. 
 
Your ACRE payment amount is calculated based on your farms actual planted acres and 
yield information.  If you have questions as to what is required regarding production 
information as it applies to the ACRE program, please contact the office. 
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“The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, 
and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all 
or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who 
require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotapes, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-
2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C.  
20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.” 
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SURE Sign-up Deadline 
 

The sign-up period for the Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments Program (SURE) for crop losses in 2008 closes 
September 30, 2010. Eligible producers should apply for benefits before September 30, 2010 to ensure payment eligibility.  
Producers should note that just because you may not have received an indemnity payment from crop insurance does not 
necessarily mean that you are not eligible for a payment under SURE.  Eligibility is contingent upon having insured all of your 
crops through crop insurance or NAP.  There are a few exceptions so a producer should always check. 
 
The SURE program provides benefits for farm losses accrued in 2008 through 2011 due to natural disasters.  A farmer or 
rancher is eligible for the program when a disaster designation has been made for their county or when actual production is less 
than half of the normal established production.  
 

NAP- Sales Closing Dates and Maintaining Eligibility for Disaster Assistance 
 

To maintain eligibility for the Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments Program (SURE) producers are required to timely 
purchase, at a minimum, CAT (through your crop insurance agent) and/or NAP (through FSA) for all crops in all counties a 
producer has an interest in.  Producers with fall planted commodities or perennial forage crops need to be making important crop 
insurance decisions before the sales closing dates.  For insurable crops please check with your agent.  The sales closing dates 
for NAP are shown as follows:  
  

Crops NAP Application Closing 
Date 

Canola and rapeseed; onions, radish, carrots, and 
cabbage (for seed or fresh); value loss crops 
(aquaculture, Christmas Trees, turf grass sod, 
floriculture, mushrooms); artichokes and any fall 
planted crops not mentioned below.  

August 31 

Perennial grazing crops; perennial forage crops; 
forage seed crops; mint; wheat; garlic.  

September 30 

Spring planted crops; small grain forages (wheat, 
barley, oats including annual pea forage); mustard; 
summer planted buckwheat; camelina.  

March 15 

 
FSA – Lender of 1st Opportunity 

 
The Farm Service Agency offers farm loan assistance to farmers and ranchers who have the experience and desire to own and 
operate their own farm or ranch, but who don’t yet meet the qualifications to obtain financing from a traditional lender.  FSA 
makes both direct and guaranteed loans.  FSA has a variety of loans, including Farm Ownership, Farm Operating, Emergency 
and Youth.  To find out more about FSA’s lending programs, contact our new Farm Loan Manager, Houston Bruck, in the 
Spokane County FSA office. Houston’s contact information is on the front page of this newsletter. 
 

Bank Account Changes and Farm Record Changes 
 

Payment season is just ahead in October.  Current policy mandates that Farm Service Agency (FSA) payments be electronically 
transferred into your bank account.  In order for timely payments to be made, producers must notify the FSA county office if your 
account has been changed or if another financial institution purchases your bank.  Payments can be delayed if the FSA office is 
not aware of updates to your account and routing number.  The same holds true for farm record changes.  Always report 
changes in your farming operation or farm records to our office.  This includes changes in members within an entity.  
 

Commodity Loans 
 

The 2010 wheat commodity loan rates for SWW is $3.33; HRS and HWS is $4.27; HRW and HWW is $3.10.  Remember there 
is a 30% reduction in loan rates for production harvested from an ACRE farm.  Please keep track of your production between 
ACRE and non-ACRE farms. 
 

 
The August commodity loan interest rate is 1.25%. 


