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Next scheduled County Office 
Committee Meeting: 

January 2014, date to be 
announced 

Join us for our Annual 
 

Holiday Open House 
2B  
3BThe annual Holiday Open House will be held 1:00 through 3:00 
pm on December 5, 2013.  
4B  
5BPlease stop by for holiday cheer and a snack.   
  
FSA URGES FARMERS AND RANCHERS TO VOTE IN 
COUNTY COMMITTEE ELECTIONS 

County committee members are an important component of the 
operations of FSA and provide a link between the agricultural 
community and USDA. Farmers and ranchers elected to county 
committees help deliver FSA programs at the local level, applying 
their knowledge and judgment to make decisions on commodity 
price support programs; conservation programs; incentive indemnity 
and disaster programs for some commodities; emergency programs 
and eligibility. FSA committees operate within official regulations 
designed to carry out federal laws. 

To be an eligible voter, farmers and ranchers must participate or 
cooperate in an FSA program. A person who is not of legal voting 
age, but supervises and conducts the farming operations of an entire 
farm may also be eligible to vote.  

Eligible voters in local administrative area LAA1 who do not 
receive ballots in the coming weeks can obtain ballots from their 
local USDA Service Center.  Newly elected committee members 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing


and their alternates will take office in Febuary 2014. 

The candidates in this year’s election are: 

Jody Spellman-Cheser, she ranches and resides in the Arvada and 
Spotted Horse area.  Lindsay Wood, ranches and resides in the 
Middle Prong Road area. 

More information on county committees, such as the new 2013 fact 
sheet and brochures, can be found on the FSA website at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/elections or at a local USDA Service Center. 

 

2014 Acreage Reporting Dates 

Filing an accurate and timely acreage report for all crops and land uses can prevent loss of many 
FSA program benefits and is a requirement of many FSA programs.  

Please note the following acreage reporting deadlines:  

Perennial Forage, Perennial Rangeland Forage (PRF), Native Range, Fall Wheat and all other 
Fall-Seeded Small Grains  -November 15, 2013 

Honey  - January 2, 2014 

Established Stand Alfalfa Seed, Fall Alfalfa Seed - January 15, 2014 

Spring Alfalfa Seed, Spring Barley, Corn, Forage Seeding, Millet, Spring Oats, Spring Wheat, 
Sunflowers, and all other  crops not listed  - July 15, 2014 

Reminder of December 1st Sales Closing Date for Noninsurable Crops 

Producers are reminded that they have until Monday, December 2, 2013, to purchase coverage 
through the Noninsurable Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP). The sales closing date is 
actually December 1, 2013, but producers have until Monday, December 2, 2013, to purchase 
coverage this year because December 1 falls on a weekend. 

NAP provides financial assistance to producers of noninsurable crops when low yields, loss of 
inventory or prevented planting occur due to normal disasters. 

Purchasing a crop insurance policy is an easy way for producers to mitigate risk. The past few 
years have shown that natural disasters can severely impact an otherwise successful operation. 

The following crops have a NAP application closing date of December 1, 2013: 

• All Fall seeded crops such as Winter Wheat 
• Perennial Forage (hay) and Grazing crops including Alfalfa and alfalfa mixes, Grass 



Crops and native range. 
• Honey 

In order to meet eligibility requirements for NAP, crops must be noninsurable, commercially-
produced agricultural commodity crops for which the catastrophic risk protection level of crop 
insurance is not available. If the Risk Management Agency (RMA) offers coverage for a crop in 
the county, then NAP coverage is not available for that crop. 

In the event of a natural disaster, NAP covers the amount of loss greater than 50 percent of the 
expected production based on the approved yield and reported acreage. 

Eligible producers can apply for coverage using form CCC-471, Application for Coverage. 
Producers must file the application and service fee by the December 1st deadline. The service fee 
is the lesser of $250 per crop or $750 per producer per administrative county, not to exceed a 
total of $1,875 for a producer with farming interests in multiple counties. 

For more information on sales closing dates and NAP, contact your local County FSA office. 

Producer Responsibilities 

Publicizing Program Information or Details 

FSA will assist persons by providing as much program information as it can in a variety of 
different ways. However, because of limits on FSA resources, publication may or may not be by 
direct mail or on an individual basis. FSA meets its publication responsibilities by making broad 
program announcements in the press, print and electronic media, Federal register documents, 
radio and television announcements, and through posting program information in USDA Service 
Centers.  

The reality of limited resources has increased the participant’s responsibility for being aware 
of program provisions. FSA cannot be responsible for reaching out to every potential program 
participant with all program information. Participants must seek information on program details 
and not wait for FSA to individually write or communicate with them about program provisions. 

As resources permit, COC will ensure that program provisions are publicized and maintain a 
record of any and all publicity efforts, including postings in the Service Center 

 
6BIMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 

Nov 15, 2013 – 2014 Fall Acreage Reporting Deadline 

Nov. 28, 2013 - Thanksgiving Day Holiday - County Office Closed  

Dec. 1, 2013 - NAP Sales Closing Date 



Dec 5, 2013 - Annual Holiday Open House 

Dec. 25, 2013 - Christmas Day Holiday - County Office Closed 

Jan. 1, 2014 - New Years Day Holiday - County Office Closed  

  

IMMEDIATELY --File Notification of Loss Forms within 15 Days of Loss of crops                                          

                        --Notify County office of any changes in Direct Deposit information, 

                       --Payment limitation changes, Farm records changes, Banking info changes, etc. 

Any time         --CRP Continuous Signup 

                        --Paid measurement services from FSA 

Office Hours are from 8:00am to 4:30pm. Producers are urged to call for an appointment, so the office staff can assist you 
timely. Due to the computer environment, some applications/processes are unable to be completed after 4:00pm. 

If you have any questions regarding any of the above dates or information in this newsletter, please contact the County office for 
more information (307) 682-8843, ext.2. 

  
 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call 
(866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), 
(866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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