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For your convenience as well as ours... 
The county office staff often leaves messages for our customers, stating that the customer should 
call before coming to the office.  This is for your convenience as well as our own, and generally 
reduces the time you must spend in our office.   

It is especially helpful during times when one or more of our staff will be out of the office, ie: trainings, 
holidays, vacations, Dr. appointments, etc.    

When customers phone ahead to let us know they are coming in, our staff is able to prepare in 
advance, the necessary forms, files and program information needed to complete your visit.  This 
also means less interruption of your time in the office as well.  

 

Election Results  

Congratulations to Jody Spellman-Cheser.  Jody was elected to serve a 3-year term as 
representative for LAA#1.  Lindsay Wood will serve as an alternate, if Jody is unable to attend the 
meetings.  Thank you to Jody, Lindsay and the producers who participated in the election by 
voting for your area representative.   

 

 
Changes to your farming operation 
Producers who have bought or sold land, or added or dropped rented land from their operation must report those changes to the FSA 
office as soon as possible. An acreage report must be completed within 30 days after purchase or acquiring the lease.  A copy of 
the deed or recorded land contract for purchase property is needed to maintain accurate records with FSA. Failure to do so can lead to 
possible program ineligibility and penalties. While making record updates, be sure to update signature authorizations. Making record 
changes now will save time in the spring.  

  

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing


 

Annual Notifications 
Bank Account Changes  

Current policy mandates that FSA payments be electronically transferred into a bank account. In order for timely payments to be made, 
producers need to notify the FSA county office when an account has been changed or if another financial institution purchases the bank 
where payments are sent. Payments can be delayed if the FSA office is not aware of updates to bank accounts and routing numbers.  

Breaking New Ground  

Agricultural producers are reminded to consult with FSA and NRCS before breaking out new ground for production as doing so without 
prior authorization may put a producer’s federal farm program benefits in jeopardy. This is especially true for land that must meet Highly 
Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions.  

Producers with HEL determined soils must apply tillage, crop residue and rotation requirements as specified in their conservation plan.   

Producers should notify FSA prior to conducting land clearing or drainage projects to ensure compliance.  If you intend to clear any 
trees to create new cropland, these areas will need to be reviewed to ensure any work will not risk your eligibility for benefits.  

Landowners and operators can complete form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) 
Certification to determine whether a referral to Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is necessary.    

Controlled Substance  

Any person convicted under federal or state law of a controlled substance violation could be ineligible for USDA payments or 
benefits.  Violations include planting, harvesting or growing a prohibited plant.  Prohibited plants include marijuana, opium, poppies and 
other drug producing plants.  

Special Accommodations  

Special accommodations will be made upon request for individuals with disabilities, vision impairment or hearing impairment. If 
accommodations are required, individuals should contact the county FSA office staff directly or by phone.  

Power of Attorney  

For those who find it difficult to visit the county office because of work schedules, distance, health, etc…, FSA has a power of attorney 
form available that allows producers to designate another person to conduct business at the office. If interested, contact our office or 
any Farm Service Agency office for more information.  

Appeal Process  

After an FSA official makes a decision on a request for USDA services or application, the producer will be sent a letter informing 
him/her of the decision and options that can be pursued.  

Generally, program participants have three choices — an informal review with the original agency decision-maker, an opportunity for 
mediation and finally an appeal to the next level of authority within the agency.  

FSA Signature Policy  

Using the correct signature when doing business with FSA can save time and prevent a delay in program benefits. The following are 
FSA signature guidelines:  

·         Spouses may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and CCC programs in which either has an interest, unless written 
notification denying a spouse this authority has been provided to the county office  

·         Spouses shall not sign on behalf of each other as an authorized signatory for partnerships, joint ventures, corporations, or other 
similar entities  



For additional clarification on proper signatures contact your local FSA office.  
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Foreign Buyers Notification  

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S. agricultural land to report their holdings 
to the Secretary of Agriculture. The Farm Service Agency administers this program for USDA.  

All individuals who are not U.S. citizens, and have purchased or sold agricultural land in the county are required to report the 
transaction to FSA with 90 days of the closing. Failure to submit the AFIDA form (FSA-153) could result in civil penalties of up to 25 
percent of the fair market value of the property. County government offices, Realtors, attorneys and others involved in real estate 
transactions are reminded to notify foreign investors of these reporting requirements.  

 

Farm Loan Programs  

Microloan Program  

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) developed the Microloan (ML) program to better serve the unique financial operating needs of 
beginning, niche and small family farm operations.     

FSA offers applicants a Microloan designed to help farmers with credit needs of $35,000 or less. The loan features a streamlined 
application process built to fit the needs of new and smaller producers.  This loan program will also be useful to specialty crop 
producers and operators of community supported agriculture (CSA).     

Eligible applicants can apply for a maximum amount of $35,000 to pay for initial start-up expenses such as hoop houses to extend the 
growing season, essential tools, irrigation and annual expenses such as seed, fertilizer, utilities, land rents, marketing, and distribution 
expenses.  As financing needs increase, applicants can apply for a regular operating loan up to the maximum amount of $300,000 or 
obtain financing from a commercial lender under FSA’s Guaranteed Loan Program.   

Individuals who are interested in applying for a microloan or would like to discuss other farm loan programs available should contact 
their local FSA office to set up an appointment with a loan official.    

Rural Youth Loans  

The Farm Service Agency makes loans to rural youths to establish and operate income-producing projects in connection with 4-H 
clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must be planned and operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce 
sufficient income to repay the loan and provide the youth with practical business and educational experience. The maximum loan 
amount is $5000.  

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:  

·         Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, the Commonwealth of 
the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident alien  

·         Be 10 years to 20 years of age  
·         Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements  
·         Reside in a rural area, city or town with a population of 50,000 or fewer people  
·         Be unable to get a loan from other sources  
·         Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as outlined above  
·         Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance and assistance from a project advisor. 
 The project supervisor must recommend the project and the loan, along with providing adequate supervision.  

Stop by the county office for help preparing and processing the application forms.  

Beginning Farmer Loans  

FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan programs, FSA can provide 
financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who:   

§  Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years  

§  Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm  



§  Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management program sponsored by FSA  

§  Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s median size.  

Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local USDA Service Center.  You may also 
visit www.fsa.usda.gov.   

Loans for the Socially Disadvantaged  

FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture production.  Loans are available 
for operating type loans and/or purchase or improve farms or ranches.   

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, the FSA has provided priority funding for members of socially 
disadvantaged applicants.   

A socially disadvantaged applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic or gender prejudice 
because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to his or her individual qualities.   

For purposes of this program, socially disadvantaged groups are women, African Americans, American Indians, Alaskan Natives, 
Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.  

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable to obtain the needed credit 
elsewhere.   

 
Important Dates to Remember  

Feb. 17, 2014 – President’s Day Holiday – County Office Closed  

Feb. 26, 2014 – Next scheduled COC Meeting/Organizational Meeting    

IMMEDIATELY --File Notification of Loss Forms within 15 Days of Loss of crops                                          

                        --Notify County office of any changes in Direct Deposit information,  

                        --Payment limitation changes, Farm records changes, Banking info changes, etc.  

Any time         --CRP Continuous Signup  

                        --Paid measurement services from FSA  

Office Hours are from 8:00am to 4:30pm. Producers are urged to call for an appointment, so the office staff can assist you 
timely. Due to the computer environment, some applications/processes are unable to be completed after 4:00pm.  

If you have any questions regarding any of the above dates or information in this newsletter, please contact the County Office 
for more information.  

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant 
Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 
(Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), 
(866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
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