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Farm Reconstitutions
In program terminology, farms are constituted to group
all tracts having the same owner and the same operator
under one farm serial number. When changes in
ownership or operation take place, a farm reconstitution
is necessary. The reconstitution — or recon — is the
process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land
based on the farming operation.

The following are the different methods used when
doing a farm recon.

Estate Method — the division of
bases, allotments and quotas for a parent
farm among heirs in settling an estate;

Designation of Landowner Method
— may be used when (1) part of a farm
is sold or ownership is transferred; (2) an
entire farm is sold to two or more
persons; (3) farm ownership is
transferred to two or more persons; (4)
part of a tract is sold or ownership is
transferred; (5) a tract is sold to two or
more persons; or (6) tract ownership is
transferred to two or more persons. In
order to use this method the land sold
must have been owned for at least three
years, or a waiver granted, and the buyer
and seller must sign a Memorandum of
Understanding;

DCP Cropland Method — the
division of bases in the same proportion
that the DCP cropland for each resulting
tract relates to the DCP cropland on the
parent tract;

Default Method — the division of
bases for a parent farm with each tract
maintaining the bases attributed to the
tract level when the reconstitution is
initiated in the system.

If payments have already been issued on a particular
farm, the reconstitution will be effective for the next
year, unless the payments are refunded. Request for
recons should be filed by June 1.

Have a wonderful day!

NASS Statistical Survey

Have you been asked to participate in a survey
with USDA’s Agriculture Statistics Service?

The Quarterly Agricultural Surveys, conducted by
the National Agricultural

Statistics Service (NASS) provide inventory and
production estimates for crops and livestock at
state and national levels. Each quarter a samplelist
of farm operators are contacted by mail, telephone
or personal interview for inventory information on
the land they operate. Sample segments are also
screened for farm operators.

Why is it important for producers to participate in
these surveys? Because...

Statistical information on acreage, production,
stocks, prices, and income is essential for the
smooth operation of Federal farm programs. It is
also indispensable for planning and administering
related Federal and State programs in such areas as
consumer protection, conservation and
environmental quality, trade, education, and
recreation.

Regularly updating the information helps ensure an
orderly flow of goods and services among
agriculture's producing, processing, and marketing
sectors. Reliable, timely, and detailed crop and
livestock statistics help maintain a stable economic
climate and minimize the uncertainties and risks
associated with the production, marketing, and
distribution of commaodities.

Livestock Disaster Programs

If you have above average livestock losses due to
adverse weather conditions, please keep good
records as to number of animals, dates, weather
conditions and it is highly recommended to take
photos. At this time, there is limited guidance on
the policies and procedures for these programs, but
as always it is better to have too much information
than not enough. This office is requesting that you
notify us of adverse weather conditions so that we
can keep a record of affected areas to contact when
approved policy and procedure is available.


http://www.usda.gov/

Important Dates:

April 30- Farm Loan Officer
in Saratoga

May 13- Albany County
Office Day

May 25- Memorial Day
Holiday- Office Closed

June 10 — Albany County
Office Day

July 1- NAP production and
Acreage Reporting Deadline

Anytime- Contact the office
to report adverse weather
conditions & losses.

Anytime- Accepting
Continuous CRP
applications.

Anytime- Accepting EQIP
applications.

NAP Production Reporting
Production records for individual crops need to be
filed with our office to establish an approved NAP
yield. If this is the first year you participated in
NAP, you can provide production and acreage
information from prior years to establish your
yield. If you participated in NAP in previous
years, you must report your production and acreage
on a yearly basis to keep your yield up-to-date.
Records submitted must be reliable or verifiable.
Records need to show crop disposition. We
recommend producers submit 2009 production
records as soon as harvest is complete. All
production records must be submitted by July
1, 2009.

Timely Filing of Loss

The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report
failed acreage and prevented planting and may be
completed by any producer with an interest in the
crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for
ALL CROPS INCLUDING GRASSES. For losses
on crops covered by the Non-insured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP) and crop insurance,
you must file a CCC-576 (notice of loss) in the

FSA County Office within 15 days of the
occurrence of the disaster or when losses become
apparent.

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report
and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar
days of the final planting date for the crop.

Acreage Reportl ng

Acreage reporting time will soon be here. Filing an
accurate acreage report for all crops and land uses,
including failed acreage and prevented planting
acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits for a
variety of programs.

Failed acreage must be reported within 15 days of
the disaster event and before disposition of the
crop. Prevented planting must be reported no later
than 15 days after the final planting date.

Acreage reports are required for many Farm
Service Agency programs. For crops including
NAP (Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program) crops, acreage reports are to be certified
by the July 1, 2009 deadline.
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