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Saratoga USDA Service 
Center 
101 Cypress Avenue 
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Saratoga, WY  82331 
 
Phone: (307) 326-5657 #2 
FAX: (307) 326-8572 
http://www.usda.gov 
 
Hours 
Monday - Friday 
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 
COUNTY COMMITTEE 
 
Kelly Kennedy, COC Albany 
Tom Page, COC Albany 
Scott Sims, COC Carbon 
Matt Weber, COC Carbon 
Ray Waliser ,  COC Carbon 
Heidi Custis, Minority  
                         Advisor 

 
FARM SERVICE AGENCY 
  
Sheryl Hunter, CED Ext. 104 
Deb Shirley, PT     Ext. 105 
Dixie Mount, FLO – Platte 
County, 307-322-4050 
 
NATURAL RESOURCES 
CONSERVATION SERVICE 
 
Mark Shirley, DC 
   Saratoga 326-5657 Ext.101 
Mike Evans, Soil Technician 
   Saratoga 326-5657 Ext.107 
Marji Patz, Range Specialist 
   Medicine Bow 327-2542 
Ruben Vasquez, DC 
   Laramie 745-3698 
 

    Livestock Disaster Programs 

If you have above average livestock losses due to 
adverse weather conditions, please keep good 
records as to number of animals, dates, weather 
conditions and it is highly recommended to take 
photos.  At this time, there is limited guidance on 
the policies and procedures for these programs, 
but as always it is better to have too much 
information than not enough.  This office is 
requesting that you notify us of adverse weather 
conditions so that we can keep a record of 
affected areas to contact when approved policy 
and procedure is available. 

DCP & ACRE Signup 
Extended 

 
Signup for the 2009 Direct and Counter-

cyclical Payment (DCP) Program has been 
extended until August 14, 2009. FSA will not 
accept any late-filed applications.  Signup in the 
ACRE option is also available through August 14, 
2009. 
 FSA computes DCP Program payments using 
base acres and payment yields established for 
each farm.  Eligible producers receive direct 
payments at rates established by statute regardless 
of market prices.  For 2009, you may request to 
receive advance direct payments based on 22 
percent of the direct payment for each commodity 
associated with the farm.  In some states, FSA is 
already issuing advance direct payments. Counter-
cyclical payment rates vary depending on market 
prices and are issued only when the effective price 
for a commodity is statutorily set below its target 
price.   

The electronic DCP (or eDCP) service will 
save you time, reduce paperwork and speed up 
contract processing at FSA offices.  It is available 
to anyone eligible to participate in the DCP 
Program.  To access this on-line service, you must 
have an active USDA eAuthentication Level 2 
account, which requires filling out an online 
registration form at 
http://www.eauth.egov.usda.gov followed by a 
visit to the local USDA Service Center for 
identity verification. 

 

  

ACRE Signup is Ongoing 
 
  

The Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) 
program signup began April 27, 2009, and runs 
through August 14, 2009. The ACRE alternative 
provides eligible producers a state-level revenue 
guarantee, based on the 5-year state Olympic 
average yield and the 2-year national average price. 

Commodities eligible for ACRE payments are 
wheat, corn, grain sorghum, barley, oats, upland 
cotton, long grain rice, medium and short grain 
rice, peanuts, soybeans, sunflower seed, canola, 
flaxseed, safflower, mustard seed, rapeseed, 
sesame seed, crambe, dry peas, lentils, small 
chickpeas and large chickpeas.  

The ACRE program was created to give 
producers an option in lieu of traditional counter-
cyclical payments. Producers may elect and enroll 
in ACRE for the 2009 crop year even if they have 
already accepted advance direct payments under 
the Direct and Counter-cyclical Program.  

 

New Commodity Loan 
Repayment Rates 

 
Since April 15, FSA began using an improved 

and more stable system for determining non-
recourse marketing assistance loan repayment rates 
and loan deficiency payment rates for wheat, feed 
grains, pulse crops, oilseeds, wool, mohair and 
honey.  

The new method reduces the effects daily 
market volatilities have on loan repayment rates, 
and provides more certainty for producers who 
have taken advantage of marketing assistance loans 
or loan deficiency payments.  

The loan repayment rate may now be 
determined as the lesser of the loan rate plus 
interest and a rate based on: 1) average market 
prices during the previous 30 days, or 2) an 
alternative method the secretary may develop.  

Beginning April 15, 2009, for wheat, corn, 
grain sorghum, soybeans, barley, oats, canola, 
flaxseed and sunflower seed, the Commodity 
Credit Corporation (CCC) determines and 
publishes daily loan repayment rates based on the 
average market prices during the preceding 30 
days. At the same time, CCC will announce each 
day a repayment rate based on the preceding five 
days. The new method will replace the current one, 
which is based on the previous day's market rates. 

http://www.usda.gov/


 
 

  
Important Dates: 

 
May 20- Baggs Office Day  
              for CED 
 
May 25- Memorial Day 
Holiday- Office Closed 
 
May 28- Farm Loan Officer  
               in Saratoga 
 
June 10 – Albany County  
                   Office Day 
 
July 15- COC nomination 
              period begins 
 
July 1- NAP production and 
Acreage Reporting Deadline  
 
Aug. 3- Last day to file COC 
             nomination form 
 
Nov. 6- Ballots mailed to  
             eligible voters 
 
Dec. 7- Last day to return  
             voted ballots 
 
Anytime- Contact the office 
to report adverse weather 
conditions & losses. 
 
Anytime- Accepting 
Continuous CRP 
applications. 
 
Anytime- Accepting EQIP 
applications. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

    The effective alternative repayment rate 
will be the lower of either the 30-day 
average or the 5-day average.  

The 30-day method will reflect a 30-day 
moving average of all terminal market prices for 
the crop, adjusted by the difference between the 
applicable national loan rate and the county loan 
rate. The 5-day method will reflect a 5-day moving 
average of applicable terminal market prices 
adjusted by applicable county differential and 
terminal adjustments.  

This new loan repayment method will minimize 
potential forfeitures, accumulation of CCC stocks, 
CCC storage costs, market impediments and 
discrepancies in benefits across state and county 
boundaries.  More details are available at your 
county FSA office. 

 
Wool/Unshorn Pelt LDP 

Requirement 
Loan Deficiency payments will be available to 
eligible producers that produce non-graded 
wool in the form of unshorn pelts, non-graded 
and graded shorn wool and mohair for crop 
years 2008-2012. 
 
Wool, Mohair, Unshorn Pelts Producers: You 
are reminded to call our office prior to 
shearing and/or selling your wool to ensure 
your “page 1” of form CCC-633EZ is filed.  
This form has to be signed, dated and filed in 
our office prior to the loss of beneficial interest 
(delivery or sale) of the wool. 
 
Request for Soybean Referendum 

May 4 – May 29 
 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
has announced that it will offer soybean producers 
the opportunity to request a referendum on the 
Soybean Promotion and Research Order, as 
authorized under the Soybean Promotion, 
Research, and Consumer Information Act. 

The Request for Referendum will be 
conducted at county Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
offices. To participate, producers must certify and 
provide documentation that shows that they 
produced soybeans and paid an assessment on the 
soybeans during the period of Jan. 1, 2007, through 
Dec. 31, 2008. 

Beginning May 4, 2009, and continuing 
through May 29, 2009, producers may obtain a 
request form by mail, fax, or in person from the 
FSA county offices. Forms may also be obtained 
via the internet at 
http://www.ams.usda.gov/lsmarketingprograms 
during the same time period. 

The deadline for returning the referendum 
request form is May 29, 2009.  USDA will conduct 

a referendum if at least 10 percent of the nation’s 
589,182 soybean producers support a referendum. 
Not more than one-fifth of the producers who 
support having a referendum can be from any one 
state.  For more information, contact your local 
FSA office. 

 
NAP Production Reporting 

Production records for individual crops need to be 
filed with our office to establish an approved NAP 
yield.  If this is the first year you participated in 
NAP, you can provide production and acreage 
information from prior years to establish your 
yield.  If you participated in NAP in previous 
years, you must report your production and acreage 
on a yearly basis to keep your yield up-to-date.  
Records submitted must be reliable or verifiable.  
Records need to show crop disposition.  We 
recommend producers submit 2009 production 
records as soon as harvest is complete.  All 
production records must be submitted by July 
1, 2009. 
 

Timely Filing of Loss 
The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report 
failed acreage and prevented planting and may be 
completed by any producer with an interest in the 
crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for 
ALL CROPS INCLUDING GRASSES. For losses 
on crops covered by the Non-insured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) and crop insurance, 
you must file a CCC-576 (notice of loss) in the 
FSA County Office within 15 days of the 
occurrence of the disaster or when losses become 
apparent.  

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report 
and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar 
days of the final planting date for the crop. 

Acreage Reporting 
Acreage reporting time will soon be here. Filing an 
accurate acreage report for all crops and land uses, 
including failed acreage and prevented planting 
acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits for a 
variety of programs. 
 
Failed acreage must be reported within 15 days of 
the disaster event and before disposition of the 
crop. Prevented planting must be reported no later 
than 15 days after the final planting date. 
 
Acreage reports are required for many Farm 
Service Agency programs.  For crops including 
NAP (Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program) crops, acreage reports are to be certified 
by the July 1, 2009 deadline. 
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2009 County Committee Elections 
 

The election of agricultural producers to Farm Service Agency county committees is important to ALL farmers and 
ranchers, whether beginning or long-established, with large or small operations. It is crucial that every eligible producer 
participate in these elections because FSA county committees are a link between the agricultural community and the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture.   

County committee members are a critical component of the operations of FSA. They help deliver FSA farm programs at 
the local level. Farmers and ranchers who serve on county committees help with the decisions necessary to administer the 
programs in their counties. County committees provide local input on: 

 Commodity price support loans and payments 
 Conservation programs 
 Incentive, indemnity and disaster payments for some commodities 
 Emergency programs 
 Payment eligibility 

FSA county committees operate within official regulations to carry out federal laws. County committee members apply 
their judgment and knowledge to make local decisions.  

Election Period 
June 15, 2009 – The nomination period begins. Request nomination forms (FSA 669A) from the local USDA Service 

Center or obtain online at: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA under News & Events/County Committee Elections.  
Aug. 3, 2009 - Last day to file nomination forms  
Nov. 6, 2009 - Ballots mailed to eligible voters 
Dec. 7, 2009 - Last day to return voted ballots to the USDA Service Center 
Jan. 1, 2010 - Newly elected county committee members take office 

Continue on Page 3 COC Elections 
 
Who Can Hold Office 

To hold office a person must meet the basic eligibility criteria. 
 Participate or cooperate in a program administered by FSA 
 Be eligible to vote in a county committee election 
 Reside in the LAA in which  a candidate 

Not have been: 
 Removed or disqualified from the office of county committee member, alternate or employee 
 Removed for cause from any public office or have been convicted of fraud, larceny, embezzlement or any other felony 
 Dishonorably discharged from any branch of the armed services. 

 
Nominations 

To become a nominee, eligible individuals must sign nomination form FSA-669A. The form includes a statement that the 
nominee agrees to serve if elected. This form is available at USDA Service Centers and online at: 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA under News & Events/County Committee Elections.   

Nomination forms must be postmarked or received in the local USDA Service Center by close of business on Aug. 3, 
2009. 

Individuals may nominate themselves or others as a candidate. Additionally, organizations representing minority and 
women farmers or ranchers may nominate candidates. Nomination forms are filed for the county committee of the office that 
administers a producer’s farm records. 

 
Who Can Vote 

Agricultural producers of legal voting age may be eligible to vote if they participate or cooperate in any FSA program. A 
person who is not of legal voting age but supervises and conducts the farming operations of an entire farm may also be 
eligible to vote. More information about voting eligibility requirements can be found in the FSA fact sheet titled “FSA County 
Committee Election - Eligibility to Vote and Hold. 
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GIS (Geographic Information Systems) 
 

As part of a program to digitally map the nation’s farms and fields, the USDA has established the Common Land Unit 
(CLU) as a standardized GIS (Geographic Information Systems) data layer that has allowed mapping to be integrated easily 
on a nationwide basis. FSA manages this CLU data layer through a distributed database environment for all field service 
centers through out the country.  

Transitioning to CLU certification has improved communication between Service Centers and FSA customers through the 
use of ortho-photography or NAIP (National Agricultural Imagery Program).  Service Centers use NAIP imagery to maintain 
the Common Land Unit (CLU) boundaries and assist with a multitude of other farm programs. 

Using GIS and GPS (Global Positioning System) provides for more consistent and more accurate land measurements, such 
as field acreage and acreage boundaries of conservation practices, such as riparian buffers. With high quality digital imagery, 
new land use changes (farm transfers and land subdivisions) can be easily updated. Maps can be created in either paper or 
digital format for FSA customers or the public. The GIS environment provides for the incorporation of data from outside 
sources for business decision making or environmental planning. Some examples outside data sources include demographic 
data, satellite imagery, GPS data, elevation data and soil types. 

More information about the CLU and NAIP imagery can be found by visiting on-line, APFO (Aerial Photography Field 
Office) at www.apfo.usda.gov. 

 
 
 
 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE        
CARBON/ALBANY COUNTY FSA OFFICE 
101 CYPRESS AVENUE                                             
PO BOX 607          
SARATOGA, WY  82331 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Unites States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, 
and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or 
because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance programs.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons 
with disabilities who require alternative means of communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's 
TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 
Independence Avenue, SW, Washington DC 20250-9410, or call 800-795-3272 (voice) or 202-720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal employment 
opportunity employer. 
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