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Cowboy Country Connection 

The 2008 Farm Bill amended 
the Trade Act of 1974 to create 
the Supplemental Revenue 
Assistance Payments Program 
(SURE). 

SURE provides benefits for 
farm revenue losses due to 
natural disaster that occurred in 
the crop years 2008 through 
September 30, 2011. To be 
eligible for SURE payments, a 
producer is required to obtain 
crop insurance on all crops in 
all counties or, if crop insur-
ance is not available, to partici-
pate in the Non-Insured Assis-
tance Program (NAP) except 
for grazed acreage.  However, 
crop insurance or NAP cover-
age is not required for crops 
that are not of economic sig-
nificance. 

Eligible farmers and ranchers 
who meet the definition of 
Socially Disadvantaged, Lim-
ited Resource, or Beginning 
Farmer or Rancher are exempt 
from this risk management 
purchase requirement.   

The following are the condi-
tions that trigger SURE pay-
ments:   

 at least one crop of eco-
nomic significance must 
suffer a 10% production 
loss due to an eligible 
disaster condition. A crop 
of economic significance 
is a crop that has contrib-
uted or would have con-
tributed at least 5% or 
more of the total expected 
revenue from all crops on 
the farm 

  producers in counties 
declared disaster counties 
by the Secretary of Agri-
culture, or in contiguous 
counties, or those who 
show proof of a loss of at 
least 50% for their farm 
are eligible to receive 
SURE payments for crop 
production or crop quality 
losses.  Losses are meas-
ured based on whole-farm 
revenue, which includes 
crop insurance indemni-
ties and commodity pro-
gram payments, so that 
producers are not paid 
more than once for the 
same loss. 

Producers of livestock, 
honey bees and farm-raised 
fish can now apply for bene-
fits under the Emergency 
Livestock Assistance Pro-
gram (ELAP.) Losses can 
be due to disease, adverse 
weather and wildfires. To be 
eligible, producers must 
have purchased NAP.  Eligi-

ble producers may receive 
assistance for losses that 
occurred or will occur on or 
after January 1, 2008 and 
before October 1, 2011.  

For losses in 2008, a 
Notice of Loss, Applica-
tion for Payment and other 
documentation must be 
filed no later than Dec. 10, 

2009.  For losses between 
Jan. 1, 2009 and Sept. 10, 
2009, a Notice of Loss 
must be filed no later than 
Dec. 10. 2009 and Applica-
tion for Payment filed no 
later than January 20, 
2010. Contact your nearest 
FSA office for further dead-
lines upcoming soon. 

ELAP– Livestock, Honey Bees & Farm-Raised Fish 
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DECEMBER, 2009 

LDP Deadline on Unshorn Lamb Pelts 
Eligible producers have until Jan. 29, 2010, to apply for Loan Deficiency Payments (LDP) for unshorn 
pelts produced during the 2009 crop year. Eligible producers must have beneficial interest in the pelts, 
owned the lamb for at least 30 calendar days before the date of slaughter and sell the unshorn lamb for 
immediate slaughter. Producers must also comply with wetland conservation and highly erodible land 
conservation provisions on all lands they operate or have interest in. 
 

To qualify for payment, pelts must have been produced by an eligible producer from live unshorn lambs 
of domestic origin in the United States. 
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FSA is still accepting 
applications for certification 
from biomass facilities inter-
ested in participating in the 
Biomass Crop As-
sistance Program 
(BCAP). BCAP 
provides financial 
assistance for pro-
ducers or collectors 
who own and de-
liver eligible bio-
mass material to 
certified biomass 
conversion facili-
ties for use as heat, 
power, bio-based 
products or bio-
fuels.   

Producers or collectors 
who deliver and sell these 
materials to qualified bio-
mass conversion facilities 

can apply for matching pay-
ments under the collection, 
harvest, storage and trans-
portation (CHST) compo-

nent of BCAP. 
Matching pay-
ment can not 
exceed $45 per 
dry ton. Biomass 
material collec-
tors are eligible 
to receive pay-
ments for two 
years.  

Eligible material 
owners or pro-
ducers, who mar-
ket eligible mate-
rial to a qualified 

biomass conversion facility 
should contact their FSA 
county office regarding ap-
plication. Note that some 

areas may announce sign-up 
periods.  

An application must be 
submitted before the eligible 
material is sold and deliv-
ered to a qualified biomass 
conversion facility. Once an 
agreement is signed between 
FSA and a conversion facil-
ity, the facilities can begin 
accepting materials.  After 
the product is delivered, a 
producer must provide FSA 
with documentation of prod-
uct quantity, quality and 
payment rate. County offices 
will validate payment re-
quests with information in 
the county office and infor-
mation provided under the 
terms of MOUs with the 
qualified biomass conversion 
facilities. 

There are exceptions to the 
rule, where spouses may not 
sign on behalf of each other 
for partnerships, joint ven-
tures, corporations or 
other similar entities. 
Individual signatures 
are also required on 
certain Farm Loan Pro-
gram and Farm Storage 
Facility Loan docu-
ments. For more clari-

Husbands and wives may 
sign documents on behalf of 
each other for FSA and 
Commodity Credit Corpora-
tion programs in which ei-
ther has an interest. This 
option is automatically 
available unless a written 
request for exclusion is 
made to the county office 
staff by either spouse.  
 

fication on spousal signature 
authority, feel free to con-
tact your local FSA office. 

managed land can also qual-
ify for those whose grazing 
has been affected. 

Eligible livestock producers 
may receive assistance for 
eligible livestock grazing 
losses that occur on or after 
January 1, 2008, and before 
October 1, 2011, during the 
calendar year in which the 
loss occurs.  FSA began ac-
cepting 2008 calendar year 

applications on September 
14, 2009. These applications 
must be filed by December 
10, 2009. Late filed applica-
tions for LFP cannot be ap-
proved. 

For 2009 and subsequent 
years, sign-up applications 
must be filed no later than 30 
calendar days after the end of 
the calendar year in which the 
grazing losses occurred. 

The Livestock Forage Disas-
ter Program (LFP) provides 
compensation to eligible live-
stock producers who suffer 
grazing losses for eligible 
livestock due to drought con-
ditions.  The U.S. Drought 
Monitor qualifies the level of 
drought severity for this pro-
gram, with payments increas-
ing as drought severity levels 
increase. Fire on federally 

Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) 

Spousal Signatures 

Biomass Crop Assistance (BCAP) 

Important Dates 
 

Dec. 7- Last day to return  

             voted ballots 

Dec. 10– Last day to apply 
for  2008 ELAP Program 

Dec. 16- Albany County  

             Office Day 

Dec. 25- Christmas,  

Office Closed 

Jan. 1-Happy New Year! 

           Office Closed 

 

June 1, 2010- DCP/ACRE 
Signup Deadline 
 

Within 15 days- File a 
Notice of loss on NAP crop 
losses 
 

Within 30 days- file a 
Notice of Loss on livestock 
losses. 
 

Anytime- Contact the of-
fice to report adverse weather 
conditions & losses. 
 

Anytime- Accepting     
Continuous CRP            
applications. 

 

 

Sheryl Hunter 
County Executive Director 
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Enrollment for the 2010 
Direct and Counter-cyclical 
Program (DCP) will con-
tinue through June 1, 2010. 
USDA urges producers to 
make use of the eDCP auto-
mated website to sign up, or 
producers can 
visit any 
USDA Ser-
vice Center to 
complete their 
2010 DCP 
contract. 
  

USDA com-
putes DCP 
Program pay-
ments using 

base acres and payment 
yields established for each 
farm. Eligible producers 
receive direct payments at 
rates established by statute 
regardless of market prices. 
For 2010, eligible producers 

may request 
to receive 
advance di-
rect pay-
ments based 
on 22 percent 
of the direct 
payment. 
USDA will 
issue ad-
vance direct 
payments 

beginning Dec. 1, 2009. 
Counter-cyclical payment 
rates vary depending on 
market prices. Counter-
cyclical payments are issued 
only when the effective 
price for a commodity is 
below its target price. The 
effective price is the higher 
of the national average mar-
ket price received during the 
12-month marketing year 
for each covered commodity 
and the national average 
loan rate for a marketing 
assistance loan for the cov-
ered commodity. 

ceive. The CCC-1099G's will 
reflect only the 2009 DCP direct 
entitlement. 
 

Producers who have repaid a 
market gain on a Commodity 
Credit Corporation (CCC) loan 
with cash or commodity certifi-
cates in exchange for out-
standing loan collateral will 
have their market gains reported 
to the IRS on Form 1099-G.   
 

Producers annually receive 
CCC-1099Gs detailing pay-
ments producers have received 
from FSA. This year, the 2009 
Advance payments producers 
received from the Direct and 
Counter-Cyclical Payment 
(DCP) Program were processed 
as overpayments and offset 
from the 2009 Final payments.  
The 2009 Advance payments 
will not be reflected on the 
CCC-1099G's producers re-

FSA is required to report to the 
IRS all market gains associated 
with the repayment of a CCC 
loan.  
 

A market gain is the difference 
between the repayment rate, 
determined by the CCC, and the 
original loan rate. If the repay-
ment rate drops below the origi-
nal loan rate then the difference 
is considered a market gain.  
Producers will receive, by mail, 

DCP Signup Continues 

IRS Form 1099-G –New Procedures 

have incurred a revenue loss. The 
payment is based on 83.3 percent 
(85 percent in 2012) of the farm's 
planted acres times the difference 
between the State ACRE guaran-
tee and the state revenue times 
the ratio of the farm's yield di-
vided by the state expected yield. 
The total number of planted acres 
for which a producer may receive 
ACRE payments may not exceed 
the total base on the farm. In 
exchange for participating in 
ACRE, in addition to not receiv-
ing counter-cyclical payments, a 
farm's direct payment is reduced 
by 20 percent, and marketing 

assistance loan rates are reduced 
by 30 percent. 

 

The decision to enroll in the 
ACRE Program is irrevocable. 
The owner of the farm and all 
producers on the farm must agree 
to enroll in ACRE. Once en-
rolled, the farm shall be enrolled 
for that initial crop year and will 
remain in ACRE through the 
2012 crop year. The June 1, 
2010, deadline is mandatory for 
all participants. USDA will not 
accept any late-filed ACRE ap-
plications.   

The Average Crop Revenue 
Election Program (ACRE) pro-
vides a safety net based on state 
revenue losses and acts in place 
of the price-based safety net of 
counter-cyclical payments under 
DCP. A farm's payment is based 
on a revenue guarantee calcu-
lated using a 5-year average state 
yield and the most recent 2-year 
national price for each eligible 
commodity. For 2010, the 2-year 
price average will be based on 
the 2008 and 2009 crop years. 

 

An ACRE payment is issued 
when both the state and the farm 

Non-Insurable 
Assistance 

Program (NAP) 
 

The final deadline 
to apply for 

coverage on ALL 
2010 Wyoming 
crops has been 

changed to    
April 1, 2010 

Average Crop Revenue Election Program (ACRE) 

County Committee 
Elections 

 

The County Committee will 
be counting the election bal-
lots on Friday, December 11, 

2009 at 11:00 AM in the 
conference room at the Sara-

toga Service Center. 
 

This year the election areas 
are: Area 2-     

Saratoga/Encampment/ 
Rawlins   

and 

Area 5– South Albany 
County. 

 
The counting process is open 

to the public. 



101 Cypress Ave. 
PO Box 607 

Saratoga, WY  82331 
 

www.fsa.usda.gov/wy 

CARBON/ALBANY 
COUNTY FARM SERVICE 

The Continuous Conservation Reserve Program is a private lands environmental improvement program that allows participants 
the opportunity to enroll acreages in conservation practices that will reduce soil erosion, improve water and soil quality and pro-
vide habitat and food sources for wildlife. 

Continuous CRP program participation is voluntary. Eligible landowners enter into contracts that range from 10 to 15 years in 
length. In return, the landowners will receive annual rental and maintenance payments, incentive payments for certain activities, 
and cost share for establishment. 

To be eligible for enrollment in the Continuous CRP, participants and acreage must meet certain requirements. Provided the eligi-
bility requirements are met, FSA will automatically accept enrollments of acreage into Continuous CRP. Landowners may enroll 
in the program at any time during the year. 

For more information on Continuous CRP enrollments or local Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) availabil-
ity, please contact your local FSA office or visit http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pas /publications/facts/html/crpcont03.htm. 

Continuous CRP 

Phone: (307)326-5657 
Fax: (307)326-8572 

 

The Unites States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic informa-
tion, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance programs.  (Not all 
prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication of program infor-
mation (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a com-
plaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW,  Washington DC 20250-9410, or 
call 800-795-3272 (voice) or 202-720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal employment opportunity employer. 

 

Wishing you a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year’s ! 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pas%20/publications/facts/html/crpcont03.htm�
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