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Saratoga USDA Service 
Center 
101 Cypress Avenue 
PO Box 607 
Saratoga, WY  82331 
 
Phone: (307) 326-5657 #2 
FAX: (307) 326-8572 
http://www.usda.gov 
 
Hours 
Monday - Friday 
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 
COUNTY COMMITTEE 
 
Kelly Kennedy,  Albany 
Tom Page,  Albany 
Scott Sims, Carbon 
Pat Sheehan, Carbon 
Montie Munroe, Carbon 
Heidi Custis, Minority  
                         Advisor 

 
FARM SERVICE AGENCY 
  
Sheryl Hunter, CED Ext. 104 
Deb Shirley, PT     Ext. 105 
Dixie Mount, FLO – Platte 
County, 307-322-4050 
 
NATURAL RESOURCES 
CONSERVATION SERVICE 
 
Mark Shirley, DC 
   Saratoga 326-5657 Ext.101 
Jerome Daugherty 
   Baggs 383-7860 
Ruben Vasquez, DC 
   Laramie 745-3698 
 
 

Have a wonderful day! 
/s/ Sheryl Hunter, CED 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    COC Nominations Open 
The County Office Committee (COC) 

plays a crucial role in helping the county 
office staff implement Farm Bill programs.  
Producers are encouraged to participate in 
the FSA COC election process by 
nominating an eligible candidate by Aug. 2.  

To become a nominee, eligible 
individuals must sign form FSA-669A. The 
form and further information about FSA 
COC elections are available online at: 
www.fsa.usda.gov ; select News & Events 
then County Committee Elections. 
Nomination forms for the 2010 COC 
elections must be postmarked or received in 
the county office by close of business on 
August 2, 2010. 

FSA county committee members serve 
three-year terms and make decisions on 
disaster and conservation programs, 
emergency programs, commodity price 
support loan programs and other important 
agricultural issues. Committees consist of 
three to five members elected by eligible 
local producers.  
 Ballots will be mailed to producers 
beginning November 5, 2010. Completed 
ballots must be dropped off or received via 
mail at the county office by December 
6,2010. 

 

Sodbusting 
The term “sodbusting” is used to identify the 
plowing up of erosion-prone grasslands for use as 
cropland. Sodbuster violations are unauthorized 
tillage practices on highly erodible lands that 
converted native vegetation such as rangeland or 
woodland, to crop production after Dec. 23, 1985. 

Farmers and ranchers should be aware that if they 
use highly erodible land for crop production 
without proper conservation measures, they risk 
losing eligibility to participate in Farm Service 
Agency programs. 

  

Before producers clear, plow or otherwise prepare 
areas not presently under crop production for 
planting, they are required to file an AD-1026, 
indicating the area to be brought into production. 

If Natural Resources Conservation Service indicates 
on a CPA-026 that the area will be highly erodible 
land, the producer will be required to develop and 
implement a conservation plan on the affected 
acreage, before bringing land into production. 

In addition, producers and the producer’s affiliates 
have to file an AD-1026 with the staff in the 
administrative or control county office before any 
farm program payments can be made. The AD-1026 
is the producer’s signed certification that HELC, as 
well as wetland conservation, provisions will not be 
violated. 

FSA Signature Policy 

Husbands and wives may sign documents on 
behalf of each other for FSA and Commodity 
Credit Corporation programs in which either has an 
interest. This option is automatically available 
unless a written request for exclusion is made to 
the county office staff by either spouse.  

There are exceptions to the rule, where spouses 
may not sign on behalf of each other for 
partnerships, joint ventures, corporations or other 
similar entities.   

Individual signatures are also required on 
certain Farm Loan Program and Farm Storage 
Facility Loan documents. 

For more clarification on spousal signature 
authority, contact your local FSA office.   

 
Power of Attorney 

For those who find it difficult to visit the county 
office personally because of work schedules, 
distance, health, etc., FSA has a power of attorney 
form available that enables you to designate another 
person to conduct your business at the office. If you 
are interested, please contact our office or any Farm 
Service Agency office near you for more 
information. If you want a crop loan, a power of 
attorney form will need to be completed for husband 
and wife, if both do not come into the office to sign 
the forms on the day the loan is disbursed.  

http://www.usda.gov/�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/�


 

 
1 

 
 

 
Important Dates 

 
July 21- Albany County 
              Office Day 
 
Aug. 2- Last day to file COC 
             nomination form 
 
            ECP Application  
             sign up begins  
 
Aug. 2-6- Albany County 
                        Fair 
 
Aug. 8-13- Carbon County 
                         Fair 
 
Aug. 18- Albany County  
               Office Day 
 
Sept. 3- Deadline to apply 
                  for ECP 
 
Sept. 6- Labor Day Holiday,  
               Office Closed 
 
Sept. 15- Albany County 
               Office Day 
 
Nov. 5- Ballots mailed to  
             eligible voters 
 
Dec. 6- Last day to return  
             voted ballots 
 
Anytime- Contact the office 
to report adverse weather 
conditions & losses. 
 
Anytime- Accepting 
Continuous CRP 
applications. 
 
Anytime- Accepting EQIP 
applications. 
 
15 Days- after realizing a 
loss  to file a Notice of Loss 
on NAP covered crops 
 
 

 
 
 

    

 

 
 

Timely Filing of Loss 
The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report 
failed acreage and prevented planting and may be 
completed by any producer with an interest in the 
crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for 
ALL CROPS INCLUDING GRASSES. For losses 
on crops covered by the Non-insured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) and crop insurance, 
you must file a CCC-576 (notice of loss) in the 
FSA County Office within 15 days of the 
occurrence of the disaster or when losses become 
apparent. 

Transition Incentives 
The Transition Incentives Program (TIP) 

encourages retired or retiring owners or operators 
to transition their Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) acres to beginning or socially disadvantaged 
farmers or ranchers.   

TIP sign-up opened May 17, 2010.  If all 
program requirements are met, TIP provides 
annual rental payments to the retiring farmer for up 
to two additional years after the expiration of the 
CRP contract, provided the transition is not to a 
family member.  

 For eligibility requirements producers should 
visit the FSA county office or www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 
Compliance Spot Checks 

Compliance spot checks will be conducted on 
2010 crops.  Instead of locally selecting farms, 
contracts, deficiency loans and so on for review, a 
nationwide selection of producers is employed.  
Spot check selections are to be conducted based on 
a producer’s participation in Conservation Reserve 
Program, Direct and Counter-cyclical Program, 
Loan Deficiency Program and others. 

For more information about the spot check 
selection procedure, contact your local Farm 
Service Agency office.   
 

Successor-In-Interest 
Many FSA programs will allow payments to be 

made to heirs or successors when a program 
participant passes away.  Additionally, contracts in 
programs such as CRP must be revised to reflect 
the successor(s) to a deceased participant's 
interest.   

In the event of an FSA program participant's 
death, it is important that FSA be notified.  Entities 
and joint operations that participate in FSA 
programs also need to notify FSA if a shareholder 
or member passes away.  FSA benefits are 
reported to IRS and maintaining current, accurate 
records about participants is vital to ensuring that 
those payments are reported correctly. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Farm Reconstitutions 

For FSA program purposes, tracts having the 
same owner and the same operator are grouped 
under one farm serial number.  When changes in 
ownership or operation take place, a farm 
reconstitution is necessary. 

The reconstitution—or recon—is the process of 
combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based 
on the farming operation.  Remember, to be 
effective for the current year, recons must be 
requested by August 2 for farms enrolled in specific 
programs. 

The following are the different methods used 
when doing a farm recon: 

Estate Method — the division of bases, 
allotments and quotas for a parent farm among heirs 
in settling an estate; 

 Designation of Landowner Method — may 
be used when (1) part of a farm is sold or 
ownership is transferred; (2) an entire farm is sold 
to two or more persons; (3) farm ownership is 
transferred to two or more persons; (4) part of a 
tract is sold or ownership is transferred; (5) a tract 
is sold to two or more persons; or (6) tract 
ownership is transferred to two or more persons. In 
order to use this method the land sold must have 
been owned for at least three years, or a waiver 
granted, and the buyer and seller must sign a 
Memorandum of Understanding; 

 
 DCP Cropland Method — the division of 

bases in the same proportion that the DCP cropland 
for each resulting tract relates to the DCP cropland 
on the parent tract; 

 
 Default Method — the division of bases for a 

parent farm with each tract maintaining the bases 
attributed to the tract level when the reconstitution 
is initiated in the system. 
 

Banking Changes? 
Almost all Farm Service Agency payments are made 
electronically using Direct Deposit. This innovation 
has cut down on the number of missing and late 
payments and reduced the time required to move funds.  
It has been calculated that having a problem with a 
payment is 20 times greater with checks than with 
Direct Deposit.  Another benefit is that Direct Deposit 
to your account can be made within 48 hours. 

To keep the system running smoothly, it’s critical to 
keep the county office staff up to date on changes you 
might make in your financial institutions. 

If you have changed accounts or institutions that might 
affect the direct deposit of your FSA payments, contact 
the FSA county office so we can update our files to 
insure continued uninterrupted service. 

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/�
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 I DO want to witness the settling of tied votes with another 
nominee. 

 

      

      

      

 Hispanic or Latino 

 Not Hispanic or Latino 

 America Indian or Alaska Native 

 Asian 

 White 

 Black or African-American 

 Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander 

 Male 

 Female 

FSA-669A (04-17-09) Page 2 Form Approved - OMB No.  0560-0229 
FSA-669A 
(04-17-09) 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 
 Farm Service Agency 

NOMINATION FORM FOR COUNTY FSA COMMITTEE ELECTION 

1.  NAME OF NOMINEE (Type or print Nominee's Full Name) 

TO BE COMPLETED BY COUNTY FSA OFFICE 
2.  ADDRESS OF NOMINEE 

5.  INITIALS OF EMPLOYEE RECEIVING FORM AND DATE (MM-DD-YYYY) 

3.  NOMINEE'S CERTIFICATION 6A. COUNTY 
I hereby agree to have my name placed on the ballot that I will serve 
if elected, and if there is a conflict of interest, I will resign such 
position. 6B.  LAA NO. 

7.  STATE 
I DO NOT want to witness the settling of tied votes with another 
nominee. 

4A. SIGNATURE OF NOMINEE 4B. DATE (MM-DD-YYYY) DATE OF ELECTION IS 1st MONDAY OF DECEMBER  
OF EACH CALENDAR YEAR 

8.  TO BE COMPLETED BY NOMINEE 
VOLUNTARY INFORMATION FOR MONITORING PURPOSES:  The following information is requested by the Federal 
Government in order to monitor FSA's compliance with federal laws prohibiting discrimination against program participants on 
the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, marital status, handicapped condition, or age.  You are not required to 
furnish this information, but are encouraged to do so.  This information will not be used in evaluating your nomination or to 
discriminate against you in any way.   
ETHNICITY RACE (Choose as many boxes as applicable) GENDER 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THIS FORM 
Complete the form as follows: 

 

ALL FORMS MUST BE RECEIVED IN THE COUNTY OFFICE OR POSTMARKED BY AUGUST 3. 

ITEM 1     Type or Print the nominee's full name.  The nominee must be: 
 
                       A.  Eligible to vote in the designated County FSA Committee election. 
                       B.  Eligible to hold the office of County FSA Committee member. 
                       C.  Willing to serve if elected. 
 
ITEM 2      Enter the nominee's current address. 
 
ITEM 3      The nominee must check one of the boxes to indicate a preference regarding the settling of tied votes. 
 
ITEM 4      The nominee must sign and date. 
 
ITEM 8      Completing this item is voluntary. 
 
 
 
 NOTE:  The following statement is made in accordance with the Privacy Act of 1974 (5 USC 552a) and the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, as  

              amended.  The authority for requesting the following information is 7 CFR Part 7.  The information will be used to obtain nominees for County  
             FSA Committee.     
 
             According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, an agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a  
             collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.  The valid OMB control number for this information collection is 0560-0229.   
             The time required to complete this information collection is estimated to average 10 minutes per response, including the time for reviewing  
             instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of  
             information.  RETURN THIS COMPLETED FORM TO YOUR COUNTY FSA OFFICE. 
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Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) 

     Have you suffered damage to fences, irrigation structures or excessive debris due to the recent flooding?  The 
Carbon/Albany County FSA Office has been approved to participate in the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP).  This 
program allows the agency to cost share on repairs or replacement of the damaged structures.  If you have questions or would 
like to participate in this program please contact the office at 307-326-5657 ext. 2 as soon as possible.  The official sign-up 
period will be August 2 – September 3, 2010 for all producers in Carbon and Albany Counties.  Average Adjusted 
Income (AGI) provisions for all of our other programs DO NOT apply to participation in this program. 
 
 
Controlled Substances 

Program participants convicted under federal or state law of any planting, cultivating, growing, producing, harvesting or storing a 
controlled substance are ineligible for any and all program payments and benefits. If convicted, the participant shall be ineligible for direct and 
counter-cyclical payments, price support loans, loan deficiency payments, market loan gains, storage payments, farm facility loans, Non-
insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program payments or disaster payments. 

Program participants convicted of any federal or state offense consisting of the distribution (trafficking) of a controlled substance shall, at 
the discretion of the court, be ineligible: 

• for up to 5 years after the first conviction 
• for up to 10 years after the second conviction 
• permanently for a third or subsequent conviction. 

Program participants convicted of federal or state offense for the possession of a controlled substance shall be ineligible, at the 
discretion of the court, for any or all program benefits, as follows: 
• up to 1 year upon the first conviction 
• up to 5 years after a second or subsequent conviction. 
 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE        
CARBON/ALBANY COUNTY FSA OFFICE 
101 CYPRESS AVENUE                                             
PO BOX 607          
SARATOGA, WY  82331 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Unites States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, 
and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or 
because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance programs.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons 
with disabilities who require alternative means of communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's 
TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 
Independence Avenue, SW, Washington DC 20250-9410, or call 800-795-3272 (voice) or 202-720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal employment 
opportunity employer. 
 


