
Emergency Conservation Program 

Currently applications for 
the Supplemental Revenue Assis-
tance Program (SURE) are being 
taken for the 2008 Crop Year.  
SURE provides benefits for farm 
revenue losses due to natural 
disaster that were incurred start-
ing in the crop year 2008 through 
September 30, 2011.  To be eligi-
ble for SURE payments, a pro-
ducer is required to obtain crop 
insurance on all crops of eco-
nomic significance in all counties 
or, if crop insurance is not avail-
able, to participate in the Non-
Insured Assistance Program 
(NAP) except for grazed acreage. 

Eligible farmers and ranchers 
who meet the definition of Socially 
Disadvantaged, Limited Re-
source, or Beginning Farmer or 

Rancher are exempt from the risk 
management purchase require-
ment.   

The following are the condi-
tions that trigger SURE payments:  
1) at least one crop of economic 
significance must suffer a 10% 
production loss due to an eligible 
disaster condition; 2) crop of eco-
nomic significance is a crop that 
has contributed or would have 
contributed at lease 5% or more 
of the total expected revenue from 
all crops on the farm; or 3)the 
farm experiencing the loss must 
be in a county declared a disaster 
county by the Secretary of Agri-
culture, or in contiguous counties. 
Those who show proof of an indi-
vidual loss of at least 50% are 
also eligible to receive SURE 

payments for production losses or 
crop quality losses.   

Losses are measured with 
consideration to the whole-farm 
revenue, which includes crop 
insurance indemnities and com-
modity program payments, so that 
producers are not paid more than 
once for the same loss.  

A SURE calculator is avail-
able at:  
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/F
SA_File/sure_calculator_2008.xls.  
The calculator is not official, but is 
intended for educational use.   

Deadline to apply 
for 2008 losses is 
September 30, 2010. 

All agricultural producers of Car-
bon and Albany counties, who 
suffered damage as a result of the 
recent flooding,  are now eligible 
to apply for the Emergency Con-
servation Program.   USDA Farm 
Service Agency’s (FSA) Emer-
gency Conservation Program 
(ECP) provides emergency fund-
ing and technical assistance for 
farmers and ranchers to rehabili-
tate agricultural land damaged by 
natural disaster and for carrying 
out emergency water conserva-
tion measures in periods of se-
vere drought.  Funding for ECP is 
appropriated by Congress. 

County FSA committees deter-
mine land eligibility based on on-
site inspections of damage, taking 
into account the type and extent 
of damage.  For land to be eligi-
ble, the natural disaster must 
create new conservation problems 
that, if untreated, would: Impair or 
endanger the land; materially 

affect the land’s productive capac-
ity; represent unusual damage 
which, except for wind erosion, is 
not the type likely to recur fre-
quently in the same area; and be 
so costly to repair that Federal 
assistance is or will be required to 
return the land to productive agri-
cultural use.  Conservation prob-
lems existing prior to the applica-
ble disaster are ineligible for ECP 
assistance. 

ECP program participants receive 
cost-share assistance of up to 75 
percent of the cost to implement 
approved emergency conserva-
tion practices, as determined by 
county FSA committees.  

Individual or cumulative requests 
for cost-sharing of $50,000 or less 
per person, per disaster are ap-
proved at the county committee 
level.  Cost-sharing of $50,001 to 
$100,000 is approved at the state 
committee level.  Cost-sharing 

over $100,000 must be approved 
by the FSA’s national office. 

To rehabilitate farmland, ECP 
program participants may imple-
ment emergency conservation 
practices, such as: remove debris; 
restore fences and conservation 
structures; and provide water for 
livestock in drought situations.  
Other conservation measures 
may be authorized by county FSA 
committees, with approval from 
state FSA committees and FSA’s 
national office. 

 

The official sign up period will 
be August 2 through September 
3, 2010.  Please contact the Sara-
toga Farm Service Agency at 307-
326-5657 ext. 2 if you have ques-
tions or would like to sign up to 
participate. 

Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program (SURE) 

Saratoga USDA       
Service Center               

101 Cypress Ave          
PO Box 607            

Saratoga, WY  82331 

 
Phone: 307-326-5657  
 FAX:    307-326-8572 
http://www.usda.gov/
wy 

Hours:                        
Monday—Friday            

8:00 a.m.—4:30 p.m. 

County Committee 

Kelly Kennedy 

Tom Page       

Montie Munroe 

 Pat Sheehan 

 Scott Sims 

 Heidi Custis, Minority 
Advisor 

 
Farm Service Agency 

Sheryl Hunter, CED         
Deb Shirley, PT                             
Dixie Mount, FLO– 
Platte County, 307-322
-4050 

 

Natural Resources      
Conservation Service 

Mark Shirley, DC                      
Jerome Daugherty, 

Baggs 383-7860                      
Ruben Vasquez, DC       
Laramie, 745-3698 

August, 2010 

United States Dept. of Agriculture 

Cowboy Country Connection 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/sure_calculator_2008.xls�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/sure_calculator_2008.xls�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/sure_calculator_2008.xls�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/sure_calculator_2008.xls�


The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and prevented planting 
and may be completed by any producer with an interest in the crop. Timely filing a No-
tice of Loss is required for ALL CROPS INCLUDING GRASSES. For losses on crops 
covered by the Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) and crop insur-
ance, you must file a CCC-576 (notice of loss) in the FSA County Office within 15 days 
of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent.  Losses incurred by 
insect damage must also be reported within 15 days of  noticing the loss. 

Have land enrolled in the-
Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) that is 
in the last year of the 
contract.  

Agree to allow the begin-
ning or socially disad-
vantaged farmer or 
rancher make conserva-
tion and land improve-
ments. 

Agree to sell, or have a 
contract to sell, or agree 
to long-term lease (a 
minimum of 5 years) 
the land under CRP 
contract to a beginning 
or socially disadvan-
taged farmer or rancher 
by Oct. 1 of the year the 
CRP contract expires.  

The Transition Incen-
tives Program (TIP) sign-up 
opened on May 17, 2010. 
The program encourages 
retired or retiring owners or 
operators to transition their 
Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram (CRP) acres to begin-
ning or socially disadvan-
taged farmers or ranchers.   

TIP provides annual 
rental payments to the retir-
ing farmer for up to two 
additional years after the 
date of the expiration of the 
CRP contract, provided the 
transition is not to a family 
member.  

To be eligible, TIP re-
quires that the retired or 
retiring farmer or rancher: 

Generally, TIP only 
applies to contracts that 
expire on September 30, 
2010, or later.  However, 
retired or retiring owners 
or operators with CRP 
contracts that expired on 
September 30, 2008, and 
September 30, 2009, may 
be eligible to enroll in 
TIP.  To learn more con-
tact your FSA Service 
Center or County Office 
or www.fsa.usda.gov . 

Transition Incentives - TIP 

Competitive sign-up for the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) opens on August 2, 
2010. From that date through August 27, 2010, producers may offer eligible land for this 
program. USDA is authorized to maintain CRP enrollment up to 32 million acres. Enroll-
ment is likely to exceed the acreage limit.   

 CRP provides conservation practices that preserve the soil, clean water, and restore 
wildlife habitat. Producers enrolling in CRP plant long-term, resource-conserving covers 
in exchange for annual rental payments, cost-share and technical assistance. Participants 
voluntarily remove environmentally sensitive land from agricultural production by enter-
ing into long-term contracts for 10 to 15 years. 

All interested farmers and ranchers should contact the local FSA office soon to learn 
more about this program. 

.   

CRP Sign-up Opens August 2 

Timely Filing of Loss 
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Important Dates 
 

Aug.18- Albany County 

              Office Day  

Sept. 3- Deadline to apply 

                  for ECP 

Sept. 6- Labor Day Holiday,  

               Office Closed 

Sept. 15- Albany County 

               Office Day 

Sept. 30- Deadline to 

       apply for 2008 SURE 

Oct. 20- Albany County  

               Office Day 

Nov. 5- Ballots mailed to  

             eligible voters 

Dec. 6- Last day to return  

             voted ballots 

 

Anytime- Contact the office 
to report adverse weather 
conditions & losses. 

 

Anytime- Accepting Con-
tinuous CRP applications. 

 

Anytime- Accepting EQIP 
applications. 

 

15 Days- after realizing a 
loss  to file a Notice of Loss 
on NAP covered crops 

 

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov�


Producers renting or purchasing land 
that may have a converted wetland status 
need to check with the county office to 
learn if there are restrictions.   

Farm Bill regulations provide that, unless 
exempt, persons are ineligible for bene-
fits under certain programs administered 
by USDA if they: 

plant an agricultural commodity on wet-
land that was converted after De-
cember 23, 1985 

convert a wetland after November 28, 
1990 

FSA may not approve any loan or 
loan guarantee to drain, dredge, fill, level 
or otherwise manipulate a wetland, or to 

engage in any activity that results in im-
pairing or reducing the flow, circulation 
or reach of water except in the case of 
activity related to the maintenance of 
previously converted wetlands. 

The following provides permitted 
uses and restrictions within Wetland 
compliance provisions: 

wetlands can be farmed under natural 
conditions, but not wetlands con-
verted before November 28, 1990.  
These wetlands cannot be planted to 
an agricultural commodity and retain 
eligibility for benefits 

wetlands converted after Nov. 28, 1990, 
must either be restored to wetland 

status or mitigated to regain eligibil-
ity for program benefits.  

wetlands that can be farmed under natu-
ral conditions cannot be manipulated 
in any way, unless the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service deter-
mines the work would have a mini-
mal effect on the wetland values 

wetlands converted before December 23, 
1985, can be farmed and maintained 

Additional information about wetlands is 
available at the USDA Service Cen-
ter.   

Wetland Compliance 

been subjected to racial, ethnic or 
gender prejudice because of his or 
her identity as members of the group 
without regard to his or her individ-
ual qualities. 

For purposes of this program, so-
cially disadvantaged groups are 
women, African Americans, Ameri-
can Indians, Alaskan Natives, His-
panics, Asian Americans, and Pacific 
Islanders. 

If producers or their spouses believe 
they would qualify as socially disad-

FSA has a number of loan programs 
available to assist applicants to begin 
or continue in agriculture production.  
Loans are available for operating type 
loans and/or purchase or improve 
farms or ranches. 

While all qualified producers are eli-
gible to apply for these loan pro-
grams, the FSA has provided priority 
funding for members of Socially Dis-
advantaged Applicants. 

A socially disadvantaged applicant is 
one of a group whose members have 

vantaged, they should contact their 
local FSA office for details.  FSA 
loans are only available to applicants 
who meet all the eligibility require-
ments and are unable to obtain the 
needed credit elsewhere. 

 

Loans for the Socially Disadvantaged 

  At least half of the interest in the 
legal entity is held by stockholders or 
members who are providing active 
personal labor or active personal 
management; and 

  The total direct payments received, 
both directly and indirectly, by the 
legal entity and each of the members 
doesn’t exceed $40,000.    

contributions of active personal 
labor and/or active personal man-
agement for the farming operation.  
The contributions are to be performed 
on regular basis, must be identifiable, 
and separate from the contributions 
of others. 

The exception to this rule for a 
stockholder or member of a legal en-
tity only occurs if both of the follow-
ing apply:  

FSA wants to remind producers 
about the rules that govern the re-
quirements to be 'actively engaged' in 
farming. These rules apply to eligibil-
ity for payments under the Direct and 
Counter-cyclical Program (DCP) or 
Average Crop Revenue Election 
(ACRE) program administered by 
FSA.   

Normally the stockholder or a 
member of a legal entity must make 

Actively Engaged 
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Farm Service Agency 
101 Cypress Ave. 
PO Box 607 
Saratoga, WY  82331 

United States Dept. of 
Agriculture 

Phone: 307-326-5657 x.2 
Fax: 307-326-8572 
E-mail: sheryl.hunter@wy.usda.gov 

If a producer has Internet access, program participants can access many services from home 24 hours a day, seven days a week, and receive 
approval and payment by direct deposit within 48 hours. 

To participate in these services, you must meet all program eligibility requirements.  Online services have stringent security measures to pro-
tect your private information. 

To utilize electronic services requires a USDA eAuthentication Level 2 Account, including your e-mail on an online registration form at 
www.eauth.egov.usda.gov/index.html followed by a visit to the county office for identity verification. 

If you have questions, or would like assistance establishing your account, just contact your local USDA Service Center and talk with our trained 
FSA personnel. 

Electronic Services  

Preventing Fraud 
The FSA supports the Risk Management Agency in the prevention of fraud, waste and abuse of the Federal Crop Insurance Pro-
gram. FSA assists RMA and insurance providers by monitoring crop conditions throughout the growing season. FSA will  refer 
all suspected cases of fraud, waste and abuse directly to RMA. Producers can report suspected cases to the FSA office. 

The Unites States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, 
disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, politi-
cal beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance programs.  (Not all prohibited bases 
apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication of program information (Braille, large 
print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write 
USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington DC 20250-9410, or call 800-795-3272 (voice) or 202-720-
6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal employment opportunity employer. 

CREP & Continuous CRP  
The Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) is a program to decrease erosion, restore wildlife habitat and safe-
guard ground and surface water.  CREP is a partnership with federal and state government and for specific geographic areas. 

Environmentally sensitive acreage qualifying for CREP or Continuous CRP will be eligible for annual rental payments and 
cost-share of up to 50 percent on approved practices.  These programs will remain funded, and continue to provide heightened 
environmental benefits. 
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