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LuFA  NEWSLETTER

_ dume 2011 COC Election Nominations Crop Reporting

i Carbon/Albany County The election of agricultural producers to The annual requirement of reporting to the FSA
i 101 Cypress Ave. Farm Service Agency (FSA) county office can be referred to as crop reporting, acreage

" PO Box 607 c?_m_rl?llttee Séééti with the nomination of reporting, or crop certification. Filing an accurate

: eligible candidates. S and timely report for all crops and land uses,

_ Saratoga, WY 82331 To become a nominee, eligible individuals including failed acreage, can prevent loss of benefits
| 307-326-5657 must sign nomination form FSA-669A. The for a variety of Farm Service Agency programs. All

form includes a statement that the nominee
agrees to serve if elected. This form is
available in this newsletter, at USDA Service
Centers and online at:
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/fsa
0669a_commiteeelectform.pdf

Nomination forms for the 2011 election
must be postmarked or received in the local

cropland on the farm must be reported to receive
benefits from the Direct and Counter-cyclical
Program, marketing assistance loans and Load
Deficiency Payments.

The certification form FSA-578, Report of
Acreage, must account for all cropland on a farm,
whether idle or planted. The producer certification

| Fax: 307-326-8572
i http://www.usda.gov/wy

Hours:
| Monday-Friday
| 8:00 a.m. —4:30 p.m.

County Committee USDA Service Center by close of business on deadline is July 1, 2011.
| Montie Munroe, Chairperson Aug. 1, 2011. CRP & NAP Certification
_ E?\”){ Kennedy, Vice- Agricultural producers who participate or Conservation Reserve Program acreage must be
| r?]lrgzrseonMember cooperate in an FSA program may be reported to receive annual rental payments. And,
: 9=, nominated for candidacy for the county crop acreage for Non- insured Crop Disaster
Pat Sheehan, Member . S : .
: ; ; committee. Individuals may nominate Assistance Program (NAP) must also be reported.
Melinda Sims, Member . .
themselves or others as a candidate. Prevented Planting:
Farm Service Agency Additionally, organizations representing Prevented planting is to be reported no later than
i Sheryl Hunter, CED minority and women farmers or ranchers may 15 calendar days after the final planting date. Failure
: Deb Shirley, PT nominate candidates. Nomination forms are to report pre\/ented p|anting acreage could result in
Dixie Mount, FLO- Platte filed for the county committee of the office loss of benefits for the SURE program or possibly
that administers a producer’s farm records. other disaster assistance programs.

This year LAA #3, Baggs area, is up for
election. Therefore the nominated individuals
must operate in the Baggs area to be eligible.
This is the same area that the Little Snake
Conservation District services.

Failed Acreage:

Reports of failed acreage must be filed before
disposition of the crop, and producers must be able
to establish to the satisfaction of the county

Natural Resources
Conservation Service
. Mark Shirley, DC
: Jerome Doughterty, Baggs

; 383-7860 committee that the crop failed and was prevented
_ ;?I’Qer;éz frtery, Med. Bow from being replanted through the normal planting

e o 5 eriod because of natural disaster conditions.
. Ruben Vasquez, DC =00 o N e () 1 P

| Laramie 745-3698

e SRR TR R P
Timely Filing of Loss

The CCC-576,>/N0tice ofgLoss, is used to Power of Attorn ey
report failed acreage and prevented p|anting For those who find it difficult to visit the county
and may be completed by any producer with office personally because of work schedules,
an interest in the crop. Timely filing a distance, health, etc., FSA has a power of attorney
Notice of Loss is required for ALL CROPS form available that enables you to designate another
INCLUDING GRASSES. For losses on person to conduct your business at the office. If you
crops covered by the Non-insured Crop are interested, please contact our office or any Farm
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) and Service Agency office near you for more
crop insurance' you must file a CCC-576 information. If you want a crop |0an, a power of
(notice of loss) in the FSA County Office attorney form will need to be completed for husband
within 15 days of the occurrence of the and wife, if both do not come into the office to sign

disaster or when losses become apparent_ the forms on the day the loan is disbursed.
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Important Dates

June 9- COC meeting,
Saratoga

June 15- Albany County
Office Day

COC nomination
period begins

July 1- Acreage reports
due in office

NAP vyield reports
due in office

July 4- Independence
Day, Office Closed

July 20- Albany County
Office Day

Aug. 1- COC nomination
forms due to office

Anytime- Contact the office
to report adverse weather
conditions & losses.

Anytime- Accepting
Continuous CRP
applications.

Anytime- Accepting EQIP
applications.

15 Days- after realizing a
loss to file a Notice of Loss
on NAP covered crops

FSA Signature Policy

Husbands and wives may sign documents on
behalf of each other for FSA and Commaodity
Credit Corporation programs in which either has an
interest. This option is automatically available
unless a written request for exclusion is made to
the county office staff by either spouse.

There are exceptions to the rule, where spouses
may not sign on behalf of each other for
partnerships, joint ventures, corporations or other
similar entities.

Individual signatures are also required on
certain Farm Loan Program and Farm Storage
Facility Loan documents.

For more clarification on spousal signature
authority, contact your local FSA office.

Compliance Spot Checks

Compliance and spot checks will once again be
utilized during the 2011 crop year. Instead of
locally selecting farms, contracts, deficiency loans,
etc. for spot check and review, a nationwide
selection of producers is used to achieve a
statistical sampling of participating producers.
Spot check selections are to be conducted based on
a producer’s participation in the Conservation
Reserve Program, Direct and Counter-cyclical
Program, Loan Deficiency Program, etc.

State and county offices shall view and print
their producer spot check lists as posted on the
designated web site. If an entity is selected from
the national database that is no longer farming or
participating in the 2011 crop year, a notation shall
be made on the spot check list.

For more information about the new spot check
selection procedure, feel free to contact your local
office for additional clarification.

T sl e

Successor-In-Interest

Many FSA programs will allow payments to be
made to heirs or successors when a program
participant passes away. Additionally, contracts in
programs such as CRP must be revised to reflect
the successor(s) to a deceased participant's
interest.

In the event of an FSA program participant's
death, it is important that FSA be notified. Entities
and joint operations that participate in FSA
programs also need to notify FSA if a shareholder
or member passes away. FSA benefits are
reported to IRS and maintaining current, accurate
records about participants is vital to ensuring that
those payments are reported correctly.

Payment Limitations

Anyone that plans to participate in 2011
programs is required to submit a completed CCC-
902, CCC-926, and CCC-901, if applicable, for
payment eligibility and payment limitation
purposes. The form used previously was called a
CCC-502.
Contributions

All partners, stockholders, or members with an
ownership interest in the legal entity must make a
contribution, whether compensated or not
compensated, for active--*

= personal labor,

= active personal management,

= or a combination of active personal labor
and active personal management to the farming
operation;
*Note: there are exceptions for spouses.

Additional information on payment limitations
is available at FSA county offices or on line at:
www.fsa.usda.qgov

GIS- Geographic Information
Systems

As part of a program to digitally map the
nation’s farms and fields, the United States
Department of Agriculture (USDA\) has established
the Common Land Unit (CLU) as a standardized
GIS (Geographic Information Systems) data layer
that has allowed mapping to be integrated easily on
a nationwide basis. The Farm Service Agency
manages this CLU data layer through a distributed
database environment for all field service centers
throughout the country.

Using GIS provides for more consistent and
more accurate land measurements, such as field
acreage and acreage boundaries of conservation
practices, such as riparian buffers. With high
quality digital imagery, new land use changes
(farm transfers and land subdivisions) can be easily
updated. Maps can be created in either paper or
digital format for FSA customers or the public.

More information about the Common Land
Unit and NAIP imagery can be found by visiting
on-line, APFO (Aerial Photography Field Office)
at www.apfo.usda.gov.
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FSA-669A U.S. Department of Agriculture
(04-17-09) Farm Service Agency

NOMINATION FORM FOR COUNTY FSA COMMITTEE ELECTION

1. NAME OF NOMINEE (Type or print Nominee's Full Name)

TO BE COMPLETED BY COUNTY FSA OFFICE

2. ADDRESS OF NOMINEE

5. INITIALS OF EMPLOYEE RECEIVING FORM AND DATE (MM-DD-YYYY)

3. NOMINEE'S CERTIFICATION 6A. COUNTY

| hereby agree to have my name placed on the ballot that | will serve
if elected, and if there is a conflict of interest, | will resign such

nosition. 6B. LAA NO.
|:| | DO want to witness the settling of tied votes with another
nominee. _ _ _ _ 7 STATE
I DO NOT want to witness the settling of tied votes with another
™1 hominee.
4A. SIGNATURE OF NOMINEE 4B. DATE (MM-DD-YYYY) DATE OF ELECTION IS 1st MONDAY OF DECEMBER

OF EACH CALENDAR YEAR

8. TO BE COMPLETED BY NOMINEE

VOLUNTARY INFORMATION FOR MONITORING PURPOSES: The following information is requested by the Federal
Government in order to monitor FSA's compliance with federal laws prohibiting discrimination against program participants on
the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, marital status, handicapped condition, or age. You are not required to
furnish this information, but are encouraged to do so. This information will not be used in evaluating your nomination or to
discriminate against you in any way.

ETHNICITY RACE (Choose as many boxes as applicable) GENDER

|:| Hispanic or Latino |:| America Indian or Alaska Native |:| Black or African-American |:| Male
|:| Not Hispanic or Latino |:| Asian |:| Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander |:| Female
[ ] whie

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THIS FORM
Complete the form as follows:

ITEM 1 Type or Print the nominee's full name. The nominee must be:
A. Eligible to vote in the designated County FSA Committee election.
B. Eligible to hold the office of County FSA Committee member.
C. Willing to serve if elected.
ITEM 2  Enter the nominee's current address.
ITEM 3  The nominee must check one of the boxes to indicate a preference regarding the settling of tied votes.
ITEM 4  The nominee must sign and date.

ITEM 8  Completing this item is voluntary.

ALL FORMS MUST BE RECEIVED IN THE COUNTY OFFICE OR POSTMARKED BY AUGUST 3.

NOTE: The following statement is made in accordance with the Privacy Act of 1974 (5 USC 552a) and the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, as
amended. The authority for requesting the following information is 7 CFR Part 7. The information will be used to obtain nominees for County
FSA Committee.

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, an agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a
collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. The valid OMB control number for this information collection is 0560-0229.
The time required to complete this information collection is estimated to average 10 minutes per response, including the time for reviewing
instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of
information. RETURN THIS COMPLETED FORM TO YOUR COUNTY FSA OFFICE.




Carbon/Albany County FSA Office
101 Cypress Ave.

PO Box 607

Saratoga, WY 82331

The Unites States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex,
marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived
from any public assistance programs. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication of program
information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA,
Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington DC 20250-9410, or call 800-795-3272 (voice) or 202-720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal employment
opportunity employer.

Disaster Assistance

The Farm Service Agency would like to remind crop and livestock producers throughout states that have recently experienced
severe damage from flooding, wildfires and tornadoes that FSA programs are available to assist with recovery.

FSA administers several important programs that help producers recover from disaster damage and livestock deaths. Among the
key programs available to address impacts from disasters are the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), the Livestock Indemnity
Program (LIP), Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP), the Noninsured Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP) and the Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments (SURE) Program.

Fact sheets for all of these programs can be found at www.fsa.usda.gov; click on Newsroom, then Fact Sheets.

We encourage all who have suffered a disaster due to the recent severe weather conditions to read the fact sheets and visit the local
FSA county office so they get a quick start in the recovery process.

The Carbon/Albany County FSA Office is currently taking applications for the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP),
prior to official approval and funding. All information will be used to compile the funding request by assessing location, type,
and amount of damage. Approval and/or funding are not guaranteed.

Controlled Substances

Program participants convicted under federal or state law of any planting, cultivating, growing, producing, harvesting or storing a
controlled substance are ineligible for any and all program payments and benefits. If convicted, the participant shall be ineligible for direct and
counter-cyclical payments, price support loans, loan deficiency payments, market loan gains, storage payments, farm facility loans, Non-
insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program payments or disaster payments.

Program participants convicted of any federal or state offense consisting of the distribution (trafficking) of a controlled substance shall, at
the discretion of the court, be ineligible:
o for up to 5 years after the first conviction
o for up to 10 years after the second conviction
e permanently for a third or subsequent conviction.

Program participants convicted of federal or state offense for the possession of a controlled substance shall be ineligible, at the
discretion of the court, for any or all program benefits, as follows:
e upto 1 year upon the first conviction
e upto 5 years after a second or subsequent conviction.
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