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Livestock Forage Disaster 
Program 

 

The Livestock Forage Disaster 
Program (LFP) provides compensation 
to eligible livestock producers who 
suffer grazing losses for covered 
livestock due to drought conditions or 
fire on federally managed land. 

Eligible livestock producers may 
receive assistance for eligible livestock 
grazing losses that occur due to drought 
or fire on or after Jan. 1, 2008, and 
before Oct. 1, 2011, during the calendar 
year in which the loss occurs. 
Applications for LFP can only be 
accepted after the national office has sent 
notice of a qualifying drought, or if 
USDA prohibits producers from grazing 
normal-permitted livestock on federally 
managed land due to a qualifying fire.   

For 2011, sign-up applications must 
be filed no later than 30 calendar days 
after the end of the calendar year in 
which the grazing losses occurred.  
Losses must occur in the calendar year 
the application is being filed.   

Additional Information about LFP 
including eligible livestock and fire 
criteria is available at county FSA 
offices or online at www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 

 
 

2012 DCP Sign-Up  
 

Enrollment for the 2012 Direct and 
Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) will 
begin Jan 23and will continue through 
June 1, 2012.  Producers can make use of 
the eDCP automated website to sign up, 
or they can visit the FSA office to 
complete their 2012 DCP contract. 

 Eligible producers receive direct 
payments at rates established by statute 
regardless of market prices. 
 

 

Emergency Livestock 
Assistance Program (ELAP) 

 

ELAP provides compensation to eligible 
producers of livestock, honey bees and farm-
raised fish for losses due to disease, adverse 
weather, or other loss conditions, including 
losses caused by blizzards and wildfires.  
ELAP is for losses that are not covered by 
Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP), 
Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP), or 
Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program 
(SURE). 

Eligible producers under 2011 ELAP may 
receive assistance for losses that occur on or 
after Jan. 1, 2011, and before Oct. 1, 2011, 
Eligible losses include feed losses, physical 
losses and additional costs incurred in 
providing feed to eligible livestock. 
There are two parts to the ELAP application 
process: 

1. A notice of loss 
2. Application for payment 
 

An application for payment cannot be filed 
without a notice of loss. Notice of loss is due 
the earlier of; 30 days of when loss is 
apparent to producer or Oct 31, 2011.  
Application for payment is due by Jan 31, 
2012. 

There are no late filed provisions for 
ELAP.  Producers with eligible losses must 
timely file an acreage report on grazing land 
acres, honey bee colonies and farm-raised fish 
pond acres.  

Eligible physical losses of honey bees and 
honey bee hives due to adverse weather or 
loss ELAP conditions are eligible under 
ELAP. Producers will be required to provide 
documentation of beginning and ending 
inventory of honey bee colonies when 
claiming a physical loss of honey bees or 
honey bee hives.  

Additional ELAP information is available 
at FSA county offices or on line at 
www.fsa.usda.gov 
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Important Dates 

Oct. 10- Columbus Day Holiday  
                Office Closed 
 

Oct. 19- Albany County Office 

Day 
 
Nov. 11- Veterans Day 
                 Office Closed 
 
Nov. 16- Albany County Office 
Day 
 
Nov. 24- Thanksgiving 
                Office Closed 
 

Dec. 1- Deadline to purchase 

NAP coverage for 2012 
 
Dec. 5- COC election ballots 
due in the office 
 
Dec. 8- COC meeting 
 
Dec. 21- Albany County Office 
Day 
 
Dec. 26- Christmas Holiday 
               Office Closed 
 
Jan. 2- New Year’s Holiday 
              Office Closed 
 
Anytime- Contact the office to 
report adverse weather conditions 
& losses. 
 
Anytime- Accepting Continuous 
CRP applications. 
 
Anytime- Accepting EQIP 
applications. 
 
15 Days- after realizing a loss to 
file a Notice of Loss on NAP 
covered crops 
 

 

NAP Loss Filing 
The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is 

used to report failed acreage and 
prevented planting and may be completed 
by any producer with an interest in the 
crop. Timely filing the Notice of Loss is 
required for ALL CROPS INCLUDING 
GRASSES. For losses on crops covered 
by the Non-insured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) and crop 
insurance, you must file a CCC-576 
(notice of loss) in the FSA County Office 
within 15 days of the occurrence of the 
disaster or when losses become apparent.  

If filing for prevented planting, an 
acreage report and CCC-576 must be filed 
within 15 calendar days of the final 
planting date for the crop. 

If you have hay meadows that you 
cannot harvest, remember to file your 
notice of loss prior to turning livestock 
out to graze! 

 
 

Acreage Spot Check 
Determinations and 

Notification 
Each year the Farm Service Agency 

completes spot checks of acreage reports.  
Acreage reports are an integral part of 
farm program participation.  Acreage spot 
checks are completed to ensure accurate 
acreage reports are used in farm program 
computations. 

FSA will conduct spot checks on a 
selected number of farms in each state.  
All acreage determinations will be 
completed using the FSA Geographic 
Information System official acreages.   

After farms are spot checked, a Notice 
of Determined Acreage will be sent to the 
farm operator.  Producer notifications will 
be issued by FSA as spot checks are 
completed. Questions concerning 
determined acres should be directed to 
your local FSA office for further 
explanation. 

 
AFIDA 

Any foreign person who acquires, 
transfers, or holds any interest, other than 
a security interest, in agricultural land in 
the United States is required by law to 
report the transaction no later than 90 
days after the date of the transaction.  
They must file Agricultural Foreign 
Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) 
reports with the FSA county office that 
maintains reports for the county where the 
land is located. 
 

For AFIDA purposes, agricultural land is 
defined as any land used for farming, ranching 
or timber production, if the tracts total 10 acres 
or more. 

For more information contact the FSA 
office near you or visit the USDA Web site at 
www.usda.gov.   

 
 

  Farm Storage Facility Loan 
Program 

 
  

The Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) 
program allows producers of eligible 
commodities to obtain low-interest financing to 
build or upgrade farm storage and handling 
facilities.  

The new maximum principal amount of a 
loan through FSFL is $500,000. Participants 
are now required to provide a down payment of 
15 percent, with CCC providing a loan for the 
remaining 85 percent of the net cost of the 
eligible storage facility and permanent drying 
and handling equipment. New loan terms of 7, 
10 or 12 years are available depending on the 
amount of the loan. Interest rates for each term 
rate may be different and are based on the rate 
which CCC borrows from the Treasury 
Department. 

Payments are available in the form of a 
partial disbursement and the remaining final 
disbursement. The partial disbursement will be 
available after a portion of the construction has 
been completed. The final fund disbursement 
will be made when all construction is 
completed. The maximum amount of the partial 
disbursement will be 50 percent of the 
projected and approved total loan amount. 

Applications for FSFL must be submitted to 
the FSA county office that maintains the farm's 
records. An FSFL must be approved before any 
site preparation or construction can begin. 

The following commodities are eligible for 
farm storage facility loans: 

• Corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, 
oats, peanuts, wheat, barley or minor oilseeds 
harvested as whole grain 

• Corn, grain sorghum, wheat, oats or 
barley harvested as other-than-whole grain 

• Pulse crops - lentils, small chickpeas 
and dry peas 

• Hay 
• Renewable biomass 
• Fruits (including nuts) and vegetables - 

cold storage facilities 
For more information about FSFL please visit 
your FSA county office or www.fsa.usda.gov 
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 Hispanic and Women 
Farmers 

A process to resolve the 
claims of Hispanic and 
women farmers and ranchers 
who believe they were 
discriminated against when 
seeking USDA farm loans is 
being established. 

If you believe that the 
United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) 
improperly denied farm loan 
benefits to you during certain 
time periods between 1981 
and 2000 because you are 
Hispanic, or because you are 
female, you may be eligible 
to apply for compensation. 

 
For additional 

information on this claims 
process and other settlement 
issues contact: 

 
Hispanic and Women 
Farmer Claims Process 
www.farmerclaims.gov or  1-
888-508-4429  
 
Pigford  - Black Farmers 
Discrimination Litigation 
www.blackfarmercase.com  
or  1-866-950-5547 
 
Keepseagle  - Native 
American Farmers Class 
Action Settlement  
www.IndianFarmClass.com 
or  1-888-233-5506 

 

 

Beginning and Limited 
Resource Farmers 

FSA assists beginning farmers and or 
members of socially disadvantaged groups 
to finance agricultural enterprises with 
financing through either direct or 
guaranteed loans. FSA defines a beginning 
farmer as a person who: 
 Has operated a farm not more that 10 

years 
 Will materially and substantially 

participate in the operation of the farm 
 Agrees to participate in a loan 

assessment, borrower training and 
financial management program 
sponsored by FSA 

 Does not own a farm in excess of 30 
percent of the county’s median size. 

Additional program information, loan 
applications, and other materials are 
available at your local USDA Service 
Center.  You may also visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 
 

 
Emergency Farm Loans 

The Farm Service Agency provides 
emergency loans to help producers recover 
from production losses and physical losses 
due to drought, flooding, other natural 
disasters, or quarantine. 

 
Loan Uses 

Emergency loan funds may be used to: 
•    Restore or replace essential 

property; 
•    Pay all or part of production costs      

associated with the disaster year; 
•    Pay essential family living 

expenses; 
•    Reorganize the farming 

operation; and 
•    Refinance certain debts. 

 
Further information and applications for 

the loan programs described are available at 
local FSA county offices.  

 
Farm Safety 

Flowing grain in a storage bin or 
gravity-flow wagon is like quicksand, it can 
kill quickly. It takes less than five seconds 
for a person caught in flowing grain to be 
trapped.   

The mechanical aspects of grain 
handling equipment, also present a real 
danger.  Augers, power take offs, and other 
moving parts can grab people or clothing. 

 

These hazards, along with pinch points and 
missing shields, are dangerous enough for 
adults; not to mention children.  It is always 
advisable to keep children a safe distance from 
operating farm equipment.  Always use extra 
caution when backing up or maneuvering farm 
machinery.  Ensure everyone is visibly clear 
and accounted for before machinery is engaged. 

FSA wants all farmers to have a productive 
crop year, and that begins with putting safety 
first. 

 

 

Succession in Interest 
If you have made any changes that affect 

your interest in base acres since you signed your 
last Direct and Counter-cyclical Program 
contract, you must report these successions-in-
interest to the county committee by Sept. 30, so 
a determination can be made on who is eligible 
for the program. 
Changes that qualify as a succession-in-interest 
include: 
 A sale of land  
 A change of operator or producer, including 

an increase or decrease in the number of 
partners  

 A foreclosure, bankruptcy or involuntary 
loss of the farm.  

 A change in producer shares to reflect 
changes in the producer's share of the 
crop(s) that were originally approved on the 
contract.   
If a succession-in-interest has taken place, 

you, as the “predecessor,” are required to refund 
any advance DCP payments you received for the 
affected base acres before a payment can be 
made to the “successor.” Not reporting a 
succession-in-interest can result in contract 
termination and a loss of program benefits for all 
producers involved.  

 
Farm Loan Program Limits 

The Farm Service Agency is committed to 
providing family farmers with loans to meet 
their farm credit needs.  If you are having 
trouble getting the credit you need for your farm, 
or regularly borrow from FSA, direct and 
guaranteed loans are currently available. 

Farm ownership loans or farm operating 
loans may be obtained as direct loans for a 
maximum of up to $300,000. Guaranteed loans 
have a maximum limit of $1,214,000 starting on 
Oct. 1, 2011.    

To find out more about FSA loan programs, 
contact the Dixie Mount, Farm Loan Officer, at 
307-322-4050.  
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Changes in the Office 
Due to the current government budget issues, this office will not be able to fill the position vacated with Deb’s promotion at 

this time.   
In order to provide consistent customer service, the County Committee has determined that until further notice the official 

office hours will be Monday through Thursday, 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM.  Staff will be available on Fridays by appointment.  
It is highly recommended that you telephone the office to ensure that someone will be here before making a special trip in.  

If you call the office for questions or assistance and get the answering machine, please leave a message and I will return 
your call as soon as possible.  Or I may be contacted via e-mail at sheryl.hunter@wy.usda.gov.  We appreciate your 
understanding and cooperation with the situation. 

 

The Unites States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, 
political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance programs.  (Not all 
prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication of program 
information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a 
complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington DC 20250-
9410, or call 800-795-3272 (voice) or 202-720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal employment opportunity employer. 

 

eNewsletters and eUpdates through GovDelivery! 
The Farm Service Agency is providing more cost-effective and resource-conserving options to deliver news, deadlines and 

bulletins. You have the option to receive information instantly and electronically from your state or local FSA office directly to your 
farm or ranch.  Several states already have GovDelivery for news releases. 

Take a look at your current state and county options for electronic delivery by visiting the FSA home page at www.fsa.usda.gov  
 

 Email Updates  

Click on the small E-MAIL UPDATES icon and once you enroll in GovDelivery, you can select electronic subscriptions via e-mail.  
For more information contact your FSA state office and watch for more news and opportunities to sign up to receive your news 
quicker and at less cost via e-mail.  
 

County Committee Elections 
Watch your mailbox for the official county office committee election ballot starting early in November. Ballots will be 

mailed to all eligible voters starting Nov. 4, 2011. If for some reason you don’t receive a ballot, feel free to notify the county 
FSA office.    

Completed and signed ballots are due back in the county office by the close of business on Dec. 5, 2011.   
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