
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Cowboy Country Connection 

July/Aug 2012 

Carbon/Albany County 
101 Cypress Ave. 
PO Box 607 
Saratoga, WY  82331 
 

307-326-5657 x 2 
Fax: 307-326-8572 
http://www.usda.gov/wy 
 

Hours: 
Monday-Thursday 
8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
 

County Committee 
Montie Munroe, Chairperson 
Kelly Kennedy, Vice-Chairperson 
Tom Page, Member 
Pat Sheehan, Member 
Melinda Sims, Member 
 

Farm Service Agency 
Sheryl Hunter, CED 
Dixie Mount, FLO- Platte County, 
307-322-4050 
 

Natural Resources 
Conservation Service 

Mark Shirley, DC 
Jerome Doughterty, Baggs  
383-7860 
Jeremie Artery, Med. Bow  
379-2221 
Ruben Vasquez, DC Laramie 
 745-3698  

 
 

Filing for NAP Losses 
Form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used 

to report failed acreage and prevented 
planting and may be completed by any 
producer with an interest in the crop. 
Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required 
for all crops including grasses. For losses 
on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop 
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) and 
crop insurance, you must file a CCC-576, 
Notice of Loss, in the FSA County Office 
within 15 days of the occurrence of the 
disaster or when losses become apparent.  

If filing for prevented planting, an 
acreage report and CCC-576 must be filed 
within 15 calendar days of the final 
planting date for the crop. If you have hay 
meadows that you cannot harvest, 
remember to file your notice of loss 
prior to turning livestock out to graze! 

 
 

 
FSA COC Nomination 
Deadline 

County committees (COC) play a 
crucial role in helping county office staff 
implement Farm Bill programs.  Producers 
can participate in the FSA county 
committee election process by nominating 
an eligible candidate by the Aug. 1, 2012, 
deadline. 

To become a nominee, eligible 
individuals must sign form FSA-669A. 
The form and more information about FSA 
county committee elections is available at: 
http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/efcommon/e
FileServices/eForms/FSA669-A.PDF  

 During their three-year terms, FSA 
county committee members make 
decisions on disaster and conservation 
programs, emergency programs, 
commodity price support programs and 
more. Nationwide, more than 7,800 
farmers and ranchers serve on FSA county 
committees. Committees consist of three to 
five members who are elected by eligible 
local producer voters. 
 

Emergency Conservation  
Program (ECP) 
The Carbon/Albany County FSA Office has 
been approved to participate in the 
Emergency Conservation Program (ECP).  
This program allows the agency to cost 
share the expenses to haul water to 
livestock and/or drill livestock wells and 
place pipelines and tanks in eligible 
pastures.  The official sign-up period will 
be July 16 – September 14, 2012 for all 
producers in Carbon and Albany 
Counties.  Average Adjusted Gross income 
(AGI) provisions DO NOT apply to 
participation in this program.  If you have 
questions or would like to participate in 
this program please contact the office at 
307-326-5657 ext. 2 

 
 

Compliance Check Methods 
Compliance review and spot checks will 

again be performed during the 2012 crop 
year.  This year, farms, contracts, 
deficiency loans and more will be selected 
for various reviews from a nationwide 
database of producers to achieve a valid 
statistical sampling of participating 
producers.  Spot check selections are to be 
conducted based on a producer’s 
participation in the Conservation Reserve 
Program, Direct and Counter-cyclical 
Program, Loan Deficiency Program and 
other programs. 

State and county offices will view and 
print their producer spot check lists as 
posted on a designated website.  If an entity 
is selected from the national database is no 
longer farming or participating in programs 
during the 2012 crop year, a notation shall 
be made on the spot check list.  For more 
information about the new spot check 
selection procedure, feel free to contact 
your local office for additional clarification. 
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Important Dates 

July 16- Sept 14- ECP Drought 
signup 
 
July 30- Aug 4- Albany County 
Fair 
 
Aug 5-10- Carbon County Fair, 
office closed 
 
Aug. 11-18- WY State Fair 
                 Office Closed 
 
Sept 3. – Labor Day 
 Office Closed 
 
Sept 14- ECP Drought signup 
deadline 
 
 Sept 19-Albany County Office 
Day 
 
Oct. 8 – Columbus Day 
                Office Closed 
 
Oct. 17- Albany County Office 
Day 
 
 
 
Anytime- Contact the office to 
report adverse weather conditions 
& losses. 
 
Anytime- Accepting Continuous 
CRP applications. 
 
Anytime- Accepting EQIP 
applications. 
 
15 Days- after realizing a loss to 
file a Notice of Loss on NAP 
covered crops 
 

 

 
Farm Reconstitutions 
For FSA program purposes, tracts having 
the same owner and the same operator are 
grouped under one farm serial number.  
When change The reconstitution—or 
recon—is the process of combining or 
dividing farms or tracts of land based on 
the farming operation.  Remember, to be 
effective for the current year, recons must 
be requested by August 1 for farms 
enrolled in specific programs. 
The following are the different methods 
used when doing a farm recon: 

 Estate Method — the division of 
bases, allotments and quotas for a parent 
farm among heirs in settling an estate; 

 Designation of Landowner 
Method — may be used when (1) part of 
a farm is sold or ownership is transferred; 
(2) an entire farm is sold to two or more 
persons; (3) farm ownership is transferred 
to two or more persons; (4) part of a tract 
is sold or ownership is transferred; (5) a 
tract is sold to two or more persons; or (6) 
tract ownership is transferred to two or 
more persons. In order to use this method 
the land sold must have been owned for at 
least three years, or a waiver granted, and 
the buyer and seller must sign a 
Memorandum of Understanding; 

 DCP Cropland Method — the 
division of bases in the same proportion 
that the DCP cropland for each resulting 
tract relates to the DCP cropland on the 
parent tract; 

 Default Method — the division 
of bases for a parent farm with each tract 
maintaining the bases attributed to the 
tract level when the reconstitution is 
initiated in the system. 
s in ownership or operation take place, a 
farm reconstitution is necessary. 
 

 
AFIDA 

Any foreign person who acquires, 
transfers, or holds any interest, other than 
a security interest, in agricultural land in 
the United States is required by law to 
report the transaction no later than 90 
days after the date of the transaction.  
They must file Agricultural Foreign 
Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) 
reports with the FSA county office that 
maintains reports for the county where the 
land is located. 
 

For AFIDA purposes, agricultural land is 
defined as any land used for farming, ranching 
or timber production, if the tracts total 10 acres 
or more. 

For more information contact the FSA 
office near you or visit the USDA Web site at 
www.usda.gov.   

 
 

  Highly Erodible Lands and 
Wetland Compliance  

Producers participating in most programs 
administered by the Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) and the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) are required to abide by 
certain stipulations on any land owned or 
farmed that is highly erodible or that is 
considered a wetland.  

To be in compliance with the highly 
erodible land conservation and wetland 
conservation provisions, producers must agree, 
that they will not: 

• Produce an agricultural commodity on 
highly erodible land without a conservation 
system; 

• Plant an agricultural commodity on a 
converted wetland;  

• Convert a wetland to make possible 
the production of an agricultural commodity.  

Producers must notify the FSA and update 
Form AD-1026 if they plan to remove fence 
rows, convert woodlots to cropland, combine 
crop fields, divide a crop field into two or more 
fields, install new drainage, or improve or 
modify existing drainage. FSA will notify 
NRCS who will then provide highly erodible 
land or wetland technical determinations.  

To get additional information on highly 
erodible land and wetland conservation 
compliance contact the FSA office or the 
NRCS office at a local USDA Service Center. 
Additional information about conservation 
programs offered by FSA can be found online 
at www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation, and 
information on NRCS programs can be found 
at http://www.nrcs.usda.gov.  
 
Special Accommodations 
Reasonable accommodations will be made, 
upon request, for individuals with disabilities, 
vision impairment, or hearing impairment to 
attend or participate in meetings or events 
sponsored by the Farm Service Agency. If you 
require special accommodations to attend or 
participate in one of our events, please call the 
FSA county office and we will be happy to 
make any needed arrangements.  
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 Hispanic and Women 
Farmers 

A process to resolve the 
claims of Hispanic and 
women farmers and ranchers 
who believe they were 
discriminated against when 
seeking USDA farm loans is 
being established. 

If you believe that the 
United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) 
improperly denied farm loan 
benefits to you during certain 
time periods between 1981 
and 2000 because you are 
Hispanic, or because you are 
female, you may be eligible 
to apply for compensation. 

 
For additional 

information on this claims 
process and other settlement 
issues contact: 

 
Hispanic and Women 
Farmer Claims Process 
www.farmerclaims.gov or  1-
888-508-4429  
 
Pigford  - Black Farmers 
Discrimination Litigation 
www.blackfarmercase.com  
or  1-866-950-5547 
 
Keepseagle  - Native 
American Farmers Class 
Action Settlement  
www.IndianFarmClass.com 
or  1-888-233-5506 

 

 

Beginning and Limited 
Resource Farmers 

FSA assists beginning farmers and or 
members of socially disadvantaged groups 
to finance agricultural enterprises with 
financing through either direct or 
guaranteed loans. FSA defines a beginning 
farmer as a person who: 
 Has operated a farm not more that 10 

years 
 Will materially and substantially 

participate in the operation of the farm 
 Agrees to participate in a loan 

assessment, borrower training and 
financial management program 
sponsored by FSA 

 Does not own a farm in excess of 30 
percent of the county’s median size. 

Additional program information, loan 
applications, and other materials are 
available at your local USDA Service 
Center.  You may also visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 
 

 
Emergency Farm Loans 

The Farm Service Agency provides 
emergency loans to help producers recover 
from production losses and physical losses 
due to drought, flooding, other natural 
disasters, or quarantine. 

 
Loan Uses 

Emergency loan funds may be used to: 
•    Restore or replace essential 

property; 
•    Pay all or part of production costs      

associated with the disaster year; 
•    Pay essential family living 

expenses; 
•    Reorganize the farming 

operation; and 
•    Refinance certain debts. 

 
Further information and applications for 

the loan programs described are available at 
local FSA county offices.  

 
 

Succession in Interest 
If you have made any changes that affect 

your interest in base acres since you signed your 
last Direct and Counter-cyclical Program 
contract, you must report these successions-in-
interest to the county committee by Sept. 30, so 
a determination can be made on who is eligible 
for the program. 
Changes that qualify as a succession-in-interest 
include: 
 A sale of land  
 A change of operator or producer, including 

an increase or decrease in the number of 
partners  

 A foreclosure, bankruptcy or involuntary 
loss of the farm.  

 A change in producer shares to reflect 
changes in the producer's share of the 
crop(s) that were originally approved on the 
contract.   
If a succession-in-interest has taken place, 

you, as the “predecessor,” are required to refund 
any advance DCP payments you received for the 
affected base acres before a payment can be 
made to the “successor.” Not reporting a 
succession-in-interest can result in contract 
termination and a loss of program benefits for all 
producers involved.  

 
Controlled Substances 

Individuals convicted under federal or state law 
of any planting, cultivating, growing, producing, 
harvesting or storing a controlled substance are 
ineligible for program payments and benefits. 

If convicted of one of these offensives, a 
current program participant shall be ineligible 
during that crop year and the four succeeding crop 
years for Direct and Counter-Cyclical payments, 
price support loans, loan deficiency payments, 
market loan gains, storage payments, farm facility 
loans, Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program payments or disaster payments. 

Program participants convicted of any federal 
or state offense consisting of the distribution 
(trafficking) of a controlled substance shall, at the 
discretion of the court, be ineligible for any or all 
program payments and benefits: 
 For up to 5 years after the first conviction 
 For up to 10 years after the second conviction 
 Permanently for a third or subsequent 

conviction. 
Program participants with a federal or state 

conviction for the possession of a controlled 
substance shall be ineligible, at the discretion of 
the court, for any or all program benefits as 
follows: 
 up to one year upon the first conviction 
 up to five years after a second or subsequent 

conviction. 
 

http://www.farmerclaims.gov/�
http://www.blackfarmercase.com/�
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FSA Signature Policy 

Husbands and wives may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and Commodity Credit Corporation 
programs in which either has an interest. This option is automatically available unless a written request for exclusion is 
made to the county office staff by either spouse.  
There are exceptions to the rule, where spouses may not sign on behalf of each other for partnerships, joint ventures, 
corporations or other similar entities.   

Individual signatures are also required on certain Farm Loan Program and Farm Storage Facility Loan documents. 
For more clarification on spousal signature authority, contact the local FSA office.   
 

The Unites States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, 
political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance programs.  (Not all 
prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication of program 
information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a 
complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington DC 20250-
9410, or call 800-795-3272 (voice) or 202-720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal employment opportunity employer. 

 

ECP Applications – Albany and Carbon County 
 Applications for the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) for water hauling and livestock wells with tanks will be 
taken for Albany County Producers at the Albany County Fair on Friday, August 3rd.   I will be at the Carbon County Fair the 
whole week of August 6 – 10th and will be available to take Carbon County applications there.  The application deadline is 
September 14, 2012. 
Please note that this office will be closed to daily business August 6 – 17th, you may leave a message and I will return your call 
when I return to the office August 20th. 
 
eNewsletters and eUpdates through GovDelivery! 

The Farm Service Agency is providing more cost-effective and resource-conserving options to deliver news, deadlines and 
bulletins. You have the option to receive information instantly and electronically from your state or local FSA office directly to your 
farm or ranch.  Several states already have GovDelivery for news releases. 

Take a look at your current state and county options for electronic delivery by visiting the FSA home page at www.fsa.usda.gov  
  

Click on the small E-MAIL UPDATES icon and once you enroll in GovDelivery, you can select electronic subscriptions via e-mail.  
For more information contact your FSA state office and watch for more news and opportunities to sign up to receive your news 
quicker and at less cost via e-mail.  
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