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Cowboy Country Connection

Noninsured Crop Disaster

Assistance Program (NAP)

The noninsured crop disaster assistance
program (NAP) is a federally funded
program that helps producers reduce their
risk when growing food and fiber crops,
specialty crops and crops for livestock
feed. These benefits are only available for
crops for which the catastrophic level of
crop insurance is not available.
Application for coverage must be filed by
the applicable crop’s application closing
date.

Production records for all crops must
be reported to FSA no later than the
acreage reporting date for the crop for the
following year. FSA requires that any
production reported in a loss year be
verified according to agency
specifications. NAP losses must be
reported within 15 days of loss.

If you have hay coverage and plan to

graze the meadows instead of hay them,
please notify the office and file a notice
of loss BEFORE turning the livestock
out.

DCP and ACRE Sign-up

FSA began sign-ups for DCP and
ACRE for the 2013 crops on Feb. 19,
2013. The DCP sign-up period will end on
Aug. 2, 2013; and the ACRE sign-up
period ends on June 3, 2013.

The 2013 DCP and ACRE program
provisions are unchanged from 2012,
except that all eligible participants in 2013
may choose to enroll in either DCP or
ACRE for the 2013 crop year. This means
that eligible producers who were enrolled
in ACRE in 2012 may elect to enroll in
DCP in 2013 or may re-enroll in ACRE in
2013. Likewise producers who were
enrolled in DCP may opt for ACRE
enrollment.

Read more about DCP and ACRE or
contact the FSA county office for more
information, or an appointment to enroll.

Payment Limitations (PL)

All payment eligibility and payment
limitation provisions, including AGI
limitations, are extended for the 2013 crop
year, program year, and fiscal year.

All rules and requirements effective for
2012 program payments and benefits are
applicable to eligible recipients of 2013
program payment and benefits. This includes
the requirements of actively engaged in
farming, cash-rent tenant, substantive change,
minor child, and spousal provisions. Payments
will continue to be limited by direct attribution
to person and legal entity.

Additional information on payment
limitations is available at FSA county offices
or online at: www.fsa.usda.gov

Highly Erodible Land and
Wetland Compliance

Landowners and operators are reminded
that in order to receive payments from USDA,
compliance with Highly Erodible Land (HEL)
and Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions is
required. Farmers with HEL determined soils
must comply with tillage, crop residue, and
rotation requirements as specified in their
conservation plan.

Producers should notify FSA prior to
conducting land clearing or drainage projects to
insure compliance. If you intend to clear any
trees to create new cropland, these areas will
need to be reviewed to ensure any work will
not jeopardize your eligibility for benefits.

Landowners and operators can complete
form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land
Conservation (HELC) and Wetland
Conservation (WC) Certification to determine
whether a referral to Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) is necessary.

For more information on Highly Erodible
Land and Wetland Conservation provisions,
contact a FSA County Office or visit the FSA

website at www.fsa..qov/.


http://www.usda.gov/wy
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/newsReleases?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=ner&newstype=newsrel&type=detail&item=nr_20130122_rel_0023.html
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa..gov/

Important Dates

June 7- 2011 SURE application
deadline

June 14- CRP application
deadline

June 19- Albany County Office
Day

July 4- Independence Day
Office Closed

July 17- Albany County Office
Day

Aug. 1- COC nomination
deadline

Aug. 21-Albany County Office
Day

Sept 2 — Labor Day Holiday
Office Closed

Anytime- Contact the office to
report adverse weather conditions
& losses.

Anytime- Accepting Continuous
CRP applications.

Anytime- Accepting EQIP
applications.

15 Days- after realizing a loss to
file a Notice of Loss on NAP
covered crops

Beginning and Limited
Resource Farmers

FSA assists beginning farmers and or
members of socially disadvantaged groups to
finance agricultural enterprises. Under these
designated farm loan programs, FSA can
provide financing to eligible applicants
through either direct or guaranteed loans.
FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person
who:

*Has operated a farm for not more
than 10 years

*Will materially and substantially
participate in the operation of the
farm

*Agrees to participate in a loan
assessment, borrower training and
financial management program
sponsored by FSA

*Does not own a farm in excess of 30
percent of the county’s median size.

Additional program information, loan
applications and other materials are available
at your local USDA Service Center. Visit

www.fsa.usda.gov

Loans for the Socially

Disadvantaged

FSA has a number of loan programs
available to assist applicants to begin or
continue in agriculture production. Loans
are available for operational needs or to help
purchase or improve farm or ranch property.
While all qualified producers are eligible to
apply for these loan programs, the FSA has
provided priority funding for socially
disadvantaged applicants.

A socially disadvantaged applicant is a
member of a group that has been subjected to
racial, ethnic or gender prejudice. FSA loans
are only available to applicants who meet all
the eligibility requirements and are unable to
obtain the needed credit elsewhere.

Land Contract (LC) Guarantees
The Land Contract (LC) Guarantee Program
is a valuable tool to transfer farm real estate
to the next generation of farmers and
ranchers. Guarantees will be offered to the
owner of a farm who wishes to sell real
estate through a land contract to a beginning
or socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher.
The guarantee reduces the financial risk to
the seller.

FSA offers two types of guarantees:

o Prompt Payment Guarantee - A
guarantee up to the amount of three
amortized annual installments plus
the cost of any related real estate
taxes and insurance.

o Standard Guarantee - A guarantee of
90 percent of the outstanding
principal balance under the land
contract.

The guarantee period is 10 years and the
contract payments must be amortized for a
minimum of 20 years. The purchase price of
the farm cannot exceed the lesser of $500,000
or the market value of the property.

For additional information, go to:
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/lc

guarantee program.pdf

Marketing Assistance Loans

Marketing Assistance Loans, also referred
to as Commodity Loans, are available to
producers who share in the risk of producing
the crop. To be eligible, you must maintain
beneficial interest in the crop through the time
of application. Once beneficial interest in a
commodity is lost, the commodity is ineligible
for loan even if you regain beneficial interest.

Violating provisions of a marketing
assistance loan may trigger administrative
actions, such as assessing liquidated damages,
calling the loan and denial of future farm-
stored loans. The most common violations are
removing or disposing of a commodity being
used as loan collateral without prior
authorization and providing an incorrect
quantity certification.

Maintaining the Quality of Loaned
Grain - Bins are ideally designed to hold a
level volume of grain. When bins are
overfilled and grain is heaped up, airflow is
hindered and the chance of spoilage increases.

Producers who take out marketing
assistance loans and use the farm-stored grain
as collateral should remember that they are
responsible for maintaining the quality of the
grain through the term of the loan.

Unauthorized Disposition of Grain - If
loan grain has been disposed of through
feeding, selling or any other form of disposal
without prior written authorization from the
county office staff, it is considered
unauthorized disposition. The financial
penalties for unauthorized dispositions are
severe and a producer’s name will be placed
on a loan violation list for a two-year period.
Always call before you haul any grain under
loan.


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/lc_guarantee_program.pdf
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/lc_guarantee_program.pdf

Changing Banks

Almost all Farm Service Agency payments are
made electronically using direct deposit.

To keep the system running smoothly, it’s critical
to keep the county office staff up to date on changes in
your financial institutions.

If you have changed accounts or institutions that
affect the direct deposit of your FSA payments,
contact the FSA county office so we can update our
files to insure uninterrupted service.

Farming Operation Changes
Producers who have bought or sold land, or
added or dropped rented land from their operation
must report those changes to the FSA office as soon

as possible. A copy of the deed or recorded land
contract for purchased property is needed to
maintain accurate records with FSA. Failure to
report changes can lead to possible program
ineligibility and penalties. While making record
updates, be sure to update signature authorizations.
Making record changes now will save time in the
Spring.

Special Accommodations

Special accommodations will be made upon
request for individuals with disabilities, vision
impairment or hearing impairment. If
accommodations are required, individuals should
notify the county FSA office staff in person or by
phone. This service is provided for office visits and
any special event sponsored by FSA.

Power of Attorney

For those who find it difficult to visit the county
office because of work schedules, distance, health,
etc., FSA has a power of attorney form available that
allows producers to designate another person to
conduct business at the office. If interested, contact
our office or any Farm Service Agency office for
more information.

FSA Signature Policy

Husbands and wives may sign documents on
behalf of each other for FSA and Commaodity Credit
Corporation programs in which either has an interest.
This option is automatically available unless a
written request for exclusion is made to the county
office staff by either spouse.

There are exceptions to the rule. Spouses may not
sign on behalf of each other for partnerships, joint
ventures, corporations or other similar entities.

Individual signatures are also required on certain
Farm Loan Program and Farm Storage Facility Loan
documents.

For more clarification on spousal signature
authority, contact your local FSA office.

Farm Storage Facility Loan Program

The Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL)
program allows producers of eligible commaodities
to obtain low-interest financing to build or upgrade
farm storage and handling facilities.

The new maximum principal amount of a loan
through FSFL is $500,000. Participants are now
required to provide a down payment of 15 percent,
with CCC providing a loan for the remaining 85
percent of the net cost of the eligible storage
facility and permanent drying and handling
equipment. New loan terms of 7, 10 or 12 years are
available depending on the amount of the loan.
Interest rates for each term rate may be different
and are based on the rate which CCC borrows from
the U.S. Treasury Department.

Payments are available in the form of a partial
disbursement and the remaining final
disbursement. The partial disbursement will be
available after a portion of the construction has
been completed. The final fund disbursement will
be made when all construction is completed. The
maximum amount of the partial disbursement will
be 50 percent of the projected and approved total
loan amount.

Applications for FSFL must be submitted to the
FSA county office that maintains the farm's
records. An FSFL must be approved before any site
preparation or construction can begin.

The following commaodities are eligible for

farm storage facility loans:

e  Corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats,
peanuts, wheat, barley or minor oilseeds harvested
as whole grain

e  Corn, grain sorghum, wheat, oats or barley
harvested as other-than-whole grain

e  Pulse crops - lentils, small chickpeas and
dry peas

e Hay

e  Renewable biomass

e  Fruits (including nuts) and vegetables -
cold storage facilities.

For more information about FSFL visit the
FSA county office or www.fsa.usda.gov.

Controlled Substance

Any person convicted under federal or state
law of a controlled substance violation could be
ineligible for USDA payments or benefits.
Violations include planting, harvesting or
growing a prohibited plant. Prohibited plants
include marijuana, opium poppies and other drug
producing plants.


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
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The Unites States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin,
age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information,
political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance programs. (Not all
prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication of program
information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a
complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington DC 20250-
9410, or call 800-795-3272 (voice) or 202-720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal employment opportunity employer.

Hay Net

Producers are encouraged to use Hay Net on the FSA website (www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet). This online service allows
producers with hay and those who need hay to post ads so they can make connections. Hay Net is a popular site for
farmers and ranchers who have an emergency need. Individual ads can be posted free of charge by producers who
complete a simple online registration form the first time they use the site.

County Committee Nominations

The election of agricultural producers to Farm Service Agency (FSA) county committees is important to ALL farmers
and ranchers. 1t is crucial that every eligible producer participate in these elections because FSA county committees are a
link between the agricultural community and the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA).

County committee members are a critical component of the operations of FSA. They help deliver FSA farm programs
at the local level. Farmers and ranchers who serve on county committees help with the decisions necessary to administer
the programs in their counties. They work to ensure FSA agricultural programs serve the needs of local producers.

FSA county committees operate within official regulations designed to carry out federal laws. County committee
members apply their judgment and knowledge to make local decisions.

The COC nomination period runs from June 17, 2013 through Aug. 1, 2013. This year we are accepting nominations

for North Albany County and Medicine Bow areas. For more information contact the FSA office at 307-326-5657 ext. 2.

eNewsletters and eUpdates through GovDelivery!

The Farm Service Agency is providing more cost-effective and resource-conserving options to deliver news, deadlines and
bulletins. You have the option to receive information instantly and electronically from your state or local FSA office directly to
your farm or ranch. Several states already have GovDelivery for news releases.

Take a look at your current state and county options for electronic delivery by visiting the FSA home page at
www.fsa.usda.gov

Click on the small E-MAIL UPDATES icon and once you enroll in GovDelivery, you can select electronic subscriptions via e-
mail. For more information contact your FSA state office and watch for more news and opportunities to sign up to receive your
news quicker and at less cost via e-mail.
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