
Crook County FSA News 
FEBRUARY 2010 

1 

                   

 
NEWSLETTER BENEFITS 

We hear from producers from time to time that they weren’t aware of a program or provision - sometimes 
months after it has been announced in several of our newsletters. Our newsletter is for your benefit. Help your-
self in being eligible for our programs by reading our newsletters.   
 
SURE 2008 (SUPPLEMENTAL REVENUE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM) 

SURE provides crop disaster assistance payments to eligible producers on farms that have incurred crop 
production or crop quality losses. The program takes into consideration crop losses on all crops grown by a 
producer nationwide. SURE provides assistance in an amount equal to 60 percent of the difference between 
the SURE farm guarantee and total farm revenue. The farm guarantee is based on the amount of crop insur-
ance and Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage on the farm. Total farm revenue 
takes into account the actual value of production on the farm as well as insurance indemnities and certain farm 
program payments. 

Producers with a farming interest physically located in a county that was declared a primary disaster county 
or contiguous county by the Agriculture Secretary must have suffered at least a 10 percent production loss on 
a crop of economic significance.  

Producers must have met the risk management purchase requirement by either obtaining a crop insurance 
policy or plan of insurance or NAP coverage, for all economically significant crops. Any crop that provides at 
least 5 percent of the total farm expected revenue is a crop of economic significance. Producers will determine 
which crops are and are not “economically significant”. Any crops determined not economically significant will 
have to be justified in writing.  

If there is no Secretarial Disaster Designation, individual producers may also be eligible for SURE if the 
actual production on the farm is less than 50 percent of the normal production of the farm due to a natural dis-
aster. For SURE, a farm is defined as all crops in which a producer had an interest nationwide. (RMA crop in-
surance and NAP coverage on grazing land or crops intended for grazing do not have to be purchased in order 
to be eligible for SURE. SURE does not pay for losses on crops intended for grazing.) 

For 2008, Crook County was not designated or contiguous to a county under a Secretarial declaration of 
disaster. Therefore, any Crook County producer applications (that is not multi-county with eligibility under a 
Secretarial Designation) must show losses in excess of 50 percent. We had some severe hailstorms in June 
and July of 2008 and I know that some producers suffered major losses of crops. If this happened to you, you 
may want to file an application. Give us a call. 

SURE 2008 signup started January 4, 2010. Sign-up for SURE 2009 has not yet been determined. 
 
ADJUSTED GROSS INCOME (AGI):   Compliance with the average AGI limitations is an eligibility require-
ment to receive payments and benefits under many of the programs administered by FSA and NRCS. The re-
view and verification of AGI compliance certifications submitted by program participants is required to ensure 
the accuracy of payments and the integrity of these programs. 

FSA and IRS have finalized a data-sharing process for average AGI compliance and verification. IRS will 
report the results of this process to FSA on a regular basis. FSA will use this information to determine whether 
a program participant complies with the average AGI limitations, or if further review is required. 
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The average AGI verification and data comparison processes begin with participants providing consent to 
IRS for the use and disclosure of certain tax information to FSA for AGI compliance purposes. For each partic-
ipant that submits CCC-927 or CCC-928, IRS will: 

 COMPARE actual tax data on record to the average AGI limitation amounts for the applicable 3-year pe-
riods 
 REPORT the results to FSA. 

Results Report: The results provided to FSA from IRS will indicate the following information: 
 Participant appears to meet all average AGI limitations – eligible for payment 
 Participant appears not to meet all average AGI limitations – not eligible for payment 
 Number of years in the applicable 3-year period that tax data was available for the participant 
 IRS forms series on file and used in the data comparison for each participant. 

IRS WILL NOT BE SENDING US YOUR INCOME TAX INFORMATION! 
To safeguard privacy of all program participants and confidentiality of the information, program participants 
are required to: 

 complete CCC-927 and CCC-928 
 mail the completed forms: 

 Directly to IRS at the address specified on the forms 
 Within 60 calendar days of the signature date. 

Note: Completed CCC-927’s and CCC-928’s are not to be ACCEPTED or RETAINED in any FSA or USDA 
Service Center Office. Producers are responsible for mailing the form(s) to IRS. 
 Blank CCC-927’s and CCC-928’s will be available to all participants of 2009 and/or 2010 programs subject 
to AGI compliance at each USDA Service Center or online at www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA. If you call and request a 
form we will mail it to you. We will not mail the form to you unless you request it – meaning we will not be doing 
any “mass” mailings. A 927 form will be used by producers who receive payments as an individual. Form 928 
will be used by entities who receive payments, (a 927 will have to be filed by each member of an entity). 
 Deadline to submit CCC-927’s and CCC-928’s to IRS is June 15, 2010. Non-compliance will result in all 
past payments issued for year designated on the form to be considered overpaid and will have to be refunded 
and, will jeopardize all future payments due.  
 There are producers who received a 2009 payment from this office that do not participate in our normal 
programs. For example, 2009 Livestock Indemnity Program which provided payment for livestock deaths due 
to adverse weather events. If you fit this example you must file a 927/928. 

Bottom line – if you received any payments from FSA or NRCS in 2009 or will in 2010 you must file the 
appropriate forms. 
  
LIVESTOCK INDEMNITY PROGRAM (LIP):   Be documenting when you lose livestock due to both Adverse 
Weather and Normal Mortality. This documentation (recorded at the time of the death(s) is required for eligi-
bility in this program. Losses due to Adverse Weather must be reported timely (within 30-days when loss is ap-
parent). Losses due to Normal Mortality should be kept in your records and then reported when you complete 
your application for payment. (See January newsletter). 

 
2010 NAP DEADLINE:  April 1, 2010 is the deadline to purchase a NAP policy on ALL non-insurable crops to 
be grown (including pasture grass for grazing) in 2010. Damage due to grasshoppers is approved as an eligi-
ble cause of loss. Projections for 2010 indicate that grasshopper infestations will be much more severe.  
 
COUNTY COMMITTEE MEETINGS   are open to the public when discussing matters that are available to the 
public. ALL matters involving individual producers, applications or contracts are closed to the public. The meet-
ing schedule for 2010 is as follows: (subject to change for any given meeting)  
March 17th, May 19th, July 21st, September 15th, and December 13th. Meetings will start at 11:00 a.m. 
 
LOAN DEFICIENCY PAYMENTS (LDP):   Producers wanting to file application for LDP payment on wool, 
mohair, unshorn pelts or small grain harvested as grain or hay for 2010 need to file page1 before they lose 
“Beneficial Interest” (control) of the commodity.   
 
UPCOMING ACTIVITY 
Crop Reports: We will start taking crop reports in April and run through June.  
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DCP Signup: The majority of DCP contracts will be done at crop reporting time, unless an earlier advance 
payment is requested. Enrollment intention letters are being mailed now.   
Eligibility Review: Whenever you visit the office from today through crop report season we will be reviewing 
your eligibility records (farming interests) and you will have to file an AGI Certification form (CCC-926) for 
2010. Those wanting an earlier DCP advance payment will have to visit the office to complete their eligibility 
paperwork prior to any advance payment being issued.  
AGI Consent: Ensure you obtain the needed 927 and/or 928 from our office upon your next visit to our office. 
Again, the deadline for producers to file the CCC-927 and/or CCC-928 form(s) with IRS is June 15, 2010.  
 
WHEN DISASTER STRIKES 

Over the years we have informed producers through various means to notify our office when an adverse 
event affects their operation. Unless you tell us, we don’t know. If we don’t know, there’s little if anything we 
can do later to help you. Now, some events are obvious that we would know – such as a blizzard, but the se-
verity of the blizzard may be different from area to area in the county and we most likely won’t know the extent 
of its damage on your operation unless you call us. Also, hail storms can be quite localized, and drought af-
fects (such as lack of livestock water in pastures) may effect one area but not another. In 2008 there were sev-
eral severe hailstorms that were never reported to us and as a result no assistance was sought for those 
producers. In 2009 there were blizzards, severe hail, a tornado and grasshoppers. All of which were reported 
to our office by some producers but not by others. Some producers have or will be getting assistance, some 
won’t. The following is just a small list of damaging events that can occur that should be reported to our office: 
Hail, Heavy Rains, High Winds, Flooding, Drought, Fire, etc: can all affect crops in the NAP (non-Insurable 
crops) and SURE (crop disaster program).  
Grasshopper damage: on pasture grass and hay crops is new to NAP for 2010. 
Drought (lack of water for livestock): help can be sought through the ECP program (emergency conservation 
assistance for livestock); Flooding: on cropland in ECP; Fire: on destroyed fences in ECP; Tornado: on fences 
through ECP. 
Livestock Deaths (due to adverse weather): through LIP.  
Grasshopper damages: on pasture grass through the ELAP program. 
Loss of Pasture, purchasing feed: through LFP (Livestock Forage Program). 

 
Programs, such as ECP and ELAP require the county committee to submit a county application for ap-

proval. This entails the ability to show widespread, or of such magnitude of damage that warrants the submis-
sion of a county application.  

NAP requires that loss levels be established for crop damages, such as due to drought or hail. Many times 
the committee establishes different loss levels for regions (areas) of the county based on knowledge of the se-
verity of damage. Your area may have been severely affected by some type of damaging weather but unless 
you call us we usually won’t know the severity of damage you suffered. If we don’t know about your conditions 
then your area may not get a high enough loss level established to make you eligible for assistance. 

 
Some provisions require “Disaster Designations” or that certain triggers be met from weather data sources 

before certain programs can be implemented. Your notifying this office and providing specific information can 
help in granting a designation.  

 
Some of you are very good about keeping us up to date with weather events and affects on your operation 

and we thank you for that. Some though have taken the approach to leave the responsibility up to the “other 
guy”, or they know of someone else that did call us, so they don’t. At times, as this has occurred in the past, 
they just made themselves ineligible for assistance later, by not calling us. 

 
Many of our programs have a deadline to report damaging events. This deadline is usually the earlier of 

the actual event, if loss is immediately apparent; or when the loss becomes apparent. Not reporting timely can 
make you ineligible for assistance.  

 
We’re here to help YOU. But WE need YOUR HELP in the process. 
Have a nice day, Mike Idler                                 
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PHONE SCAMS:  Producers are being contacted by phone from (496-901-1100) or others with a voice recording. The mes-
sage indicates that the borrower (farm loan participant) is in jeopardy of losing their FSA loan eligibility and that they should 
stay on the line to talk to a live person. This is not a legitimate call. If you receive calls of this nature or others, do not respond. 
Remember this simple rule: If it is not a phone call or message from our office – it is most likely a scam. 

 
 
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, genetic information, po-
litical beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance programs. (Not all prohibited 
bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, 
large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 
20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202)-720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.” Special Ac-
commodations will be made for the physically handicapped, vision or hearing impaired person upon request. If accommodations are re-
quired, please call Mike Idler, CED at (307) 283-2870. 

Crook County FSA Office 
PO Box 1070 
Sundance, WY  82729 

Important Dates to Remember 
 

February 15, 2010 George Washington’s Birthday − Office Closed 
March 15, 2010 Federal Crop Insurance Deadline for Spring Crops. 
April 1, 2010 Application Deadline for All NAP Crops 
May 31, 2010 Memorial Day – Office Closed 
Currently in a signup SURE 2008 for crop losses 

Continuous and Timely Document Livestock Losses due to Adverse Weather and due to Normal 
Reasons 

Within 30 days  File Notice of Loss on Livestock Losses when Loss is Apparent (Due to Ad-
verse Weather Event) 

Continuous Report Adverse Weather Conditions and Affect on your Operation 
June 15 Deadline to Submit Forms to IRS 
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