
                   

 
 
DCP: DIRECT/COUNTER CYCLICAL PROGRAM  

For those of you that are participating in the DCP program and did not file a crop report: You will not be paid 
DCP program benefits until a crop report is submitted.  

The deadline to file a crop report was July 1st so at this point in order to comply with DCP provisions a late-
filed crop would need to be filed accompanied by a late-filed fee of $46 (minimum fee amount). 

Late-filed crop reports require an onsite inspection to determine the accuracy of the acreage report. This in-
spection MUST verify the physical existence of the crop or crop residue, the crops use (forage, grain) and the crop 
acreage. Untimely late-filed crop reports run the risk that not enough physical evidence of the crop is present in 
order for FSA to make proper crop existence determinations. (In other words, don’t wait too long to file a late-filed 
crop report - if you do, we may not be able to tell what your fields were planted to which then makes you ineligible 
for payments.)    
 
NAP LOSS FILING 

For crops suffering a loss you are reminded that a notice of loss form must be filed with this office no later 
than 15 calendar days after the disaster occurrence or no later than 15 days from the date that damage to the 
specific crop acreage is apparent. Notice of loss must be provided for each weather-related event or adverse natu-
ral occurrence that causes damage to or loss of the specific crop. Failure to report crop damage or loss in a timely 
manner will result in ineligibility for NAP payment. When a loss is sustained an appraisal should be completed by 
FSA personnel. This appraisal should be done before grazing occurs or before the land is put to another use.  

NAP covers all crops that are not insurable such as: grass varieties for forage, small grain crops (wheat, oats, 
barley) for forage, millet / sorghum forage, sanfoin forage, and pasture grass for grazing and honey. (List is not all 
inclusive).  
 
CRP SIGNUP OPENS AUGUST 2 

Competitive sign-up for the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) opens on August 2, 2010. From that date 
through August 27, 2010, producers may offer eligible land for this program. USDA is authorized to maintain CRP 
enrollment up to 32 million acres. Enrollment is likely to exceed the acreage limit.   

 CRP provides conservation practices that preserve the soil, clean water, and restore wildlife habitat. Producers 
enrolling in CRP plant long-term, resource-conserving covers in exchange for annual rental payments, cost-share 
and technical assistance. Participants voluntarily remove environmentally sensitive land from agricultural produc-
tion by entering into long-term contracts for 10 to 15 years.  

All interested farmers and ranchers should contact the local FSA office soon to learn more about this program.   
 

ACRE DATA DEADLINE MOVED 
The deadline for 2009 production certification to comply with ACRE was extended until September 1, 2010. 

The extension is for completing both the farm benchmark yield (2004 through 2008) and the actual farm yield 
(2009).  Participants in the 2009 ACRE program must certify their yields by September 1, 2010 to remain eligible 
for ACRE benefits. 
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WETLAND COMPLIANCE 
Producers renting or purchasing land that may have a converted wetland status need to check with the county 

office to learn if there are restrictions.   
Farm Bill regulations provide that, unless exempt, persons are ineligible for benefits under certain programs admi-
nistered by USDA if they: 
 plant an agricultural commodity on wetland that was converted after December 23, 1985 
 convert a wetland after November 28, 1990 

FSA may not approve any loan or loan guarantee to drain, dredge, fill, level or otherwise manipulate a wetland, 
or to engage in any activity that results in impairing or reducing the flow, circulation or reach of water except in the 
case of activity related to the maintenance of previously converted wetlands. 

The following provides permitted uses and restrictions within Wetland compliance provisions: 
 wetlands can be farmed under natural conditions, but not converted wetlands converted before November 28, 

1990, cannot be planted to an agricultural commodity and retain eligibility for benefits 
 wetlands converted after Nov. 28, 1990, must either be restored to wetland status or mitigated to regain eligi-

bility for program benefits.  
 wetlands that can be farmed under natural conditions cannot be manipulated in any way, unless the Natural 

Resources Conservation Service determines the work would have a minimal effect on the wetland values 
 wetlands converted before December 23, 1985, can be farmed and maintained 
 Additional information about wetlands is available at the USDA Service Center. 
 
CREP & CONTINUOUS CRP  

The Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) is a program to decrease erosion, restore wildlife ha-
bitat and safeguard ground and surface water.   

Environmentally sensitive acreage qualifying for CREP or Continuous CRP will be eligible for annual rental pay-
ments and cost-share of up to 50 percent on approved practices.  These programs will remain funded, and continue 
to provide heightened environmental benefits.  
 
MARKETING ASSISTANCE LOANS 

A Marketing Assistance Loan (MAL) is available for producers who share in the risk of producing the crop. To be 
eligible, a producer must maintain continual beneficial interest in the crop from harvest through the earlier of the date 
the loan is repaid or Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) takes title to the commodity.  Beneficial interest means re-
taining the ability to make decisions about the commodity; responsibility for loss or damage to the commodity; and 
title to the commodity.  Once beneficial interest in a commodity is lost, the commodity is ineligible for loan — even if 
the producer regains beneficial interest. 

Commodity loan eligibility requires compliance with conservation and wetland protection requirements; beneficial 
interest requirements, acreage reporting and ensuring that the commodity meets CCC minimum grade and quality 
standards.  For commodities to be eligible they must have been produced by an eligible producer, be in existence 
and in a storable condition and be merchantable for food, feed or other uses as determined by CCC. The quality of 
the commodity in farm storage must be maintained throughout the term of the loan. 

Producers do not have to participate in the Direct and Counter-Cyclical and/or ACRE Programs to be eligible for 
commodity loans. 

Violating provisions of a marketing assistance loan may trigger procedures, such as assessing liquidated damag-
es, calling the loan and denial of future commodity loans. The most common violations are removing or disposing of 
a commodity being used as loan collateral without prior authorization and providing an incorrect quantity certifica-
tion. 
 
TRANSITION INCENTIVES PROGRAM - TIP 

The Transition Incentives Program (TIP) sign-up opened on May 17, 2010. The program encourages retired or 
retiring owners or operators to transition their Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acres to beginning or socially 
disadvantaged farmers or ranchers.   

TIP provides annual rental payments to the retiring farmer for up to two additional years after the date of the 
expiration of the CRP contract, provided the transition is not to a family member.  

To be eligible, TIP requires that the retired or retiring farmer or rancher: 
• Have land enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) that is in the last year of the contract.  



• Agree to allow the beginning or socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher to make conservation and land im-
provements. 

• Agree to sell, or have a contract to sell, or agree to long-term lease (a minimum of 5 years) the land under 
CRP contract to a beginning or socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher by Oct. 1 of the year the CRP con-
tract expires.  

 
Generally, TIP only applies to contracts that expire on September 30, 2010, or later.  However, retired or retir-

ing owners or operators with CRP contracts that expired on September 30, 2008, and September 30, 2009, may 
be eligible to enroll in TIP. To learn more contact your FSA Service Center or County Office or www.fsa.usda.gov .  

LIVESTOCK INDEMNITY PROGRAM (LIP):    
Be documenting when you lose livestock due to both Adverse Weather and Normal Mortality. Both types of do-
cumentation are required for eligibility in this program. Losses due to Adverse Weather must be reported timely 
Losses due to Normal Mortality should be kept in your records and then reported when you complete your applica-
tion for payment. 

The process is as follows: 

 Record livestock deaths due to normal reasons (those not associated with an adverse weather event). Docu-
ment death numbers, dates, and reasons on some type of written record. These records should be created at the 
time of the deaths or when discovered by you. This information needs to be submitted to our office as explained 
below. 

Report livestock losses due to an adverse weather event within 30 days of the adverse weather event or when 
the loss becomes apparent to you. Document these deaths on some type of written record. Reporting adverse 
weather event livestock deaths is accomplished by filing a notice of loss with our office either in person, by fax or 
by phone. 

  At the end of the year an “application for payment” should be filed. Documents required are those as ex-
plained above for both normal death loss (Normal Mortality) and deaths due to adverse weather conditions. These 
documents must substantiate death losses. Other documentation required is records for beginning inventories 
(ending inventory numbers may be necessary). Third Party certifications (on FSA form) may be submitted as well 
as “verifiable” death records. Call our office for details.  

TERRY EVERARD WITH NRCS IS RETIRING 

After 32 ½ years of service to the Natural Resource Conservation Service, Terry Everard is retiring August 31st. 
Come join us on the 31st from 1:00 to 3:00 to say farewell to Terry and wish him the best.  
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Have a safe summer, Mike Idler                                 
Important Dates to Remember: 
August 27…General CRP deadline 
Sept. 6…Office Closed – Labor Day 
Continuous…Report Adverse Weather Conditions and the Affects on your Operation 
Continuous…Document Livestock Losses due to Normal Reasons 
Within 30 Days…File Notice of Loss on Livestock deaths from Adverse Weather Conditions 
Timely…File Notice of Loss for NAP Crops 
 
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, genetic information, po-
litical beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance programs. (Not all prohibited 
bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, 
large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 
20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202)-720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.” Special Ac-
commodations will be made for the physically handicapped, vision or hearing impaired person upon request. If accommodations are re-
quired, please call Mike Idler, CED at (307) 283-2870. 

Crook County FSA Office 
PO Box 1070 
Sundance, WY  82729 


