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Election Results

Congratulations to Larry
Mullock. Larry was
recently  re-elected to
represent  farmers  from
LAA 3 (Townships 19-24)
on the county committee.
Larry was elected to his 3"
consecutive term.

FSA appreciates all of the
eligible voters for taking
the time to complete the
election ballot. The county
committee system works
only because of your
participation.

USDA Announces CRP General Sign-up

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack has announced that the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will
conduct a four-week general sign-up for the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), beginning May 20 and
ending on June 14. CRP has a 27-year legacy of protecting the nation's natural resources through voluntary
participation, while providing significant economic and environmental benefits to rural communities across the
United States. Under Secretary Vilsack's leadership, USDA has enrolled 11.7 million acres in various CRP
efforts.

"Since the 1980s, the CRP program has established itself as a benchmark in voluntary conservation efforts,
providing American producers with assets to address our most critical resource issues," said Vilsack. "Last
year, during one of the worst droughts in generations, the CRP proved vital in protecting our most
environmentally sensitive lands from erosion. Emergency haying and grazing on CRP lands also supplied
critical feed and forage for livestock producers due to the drought. And the program continues to bring
substantial returns to rural areas, attracting recreation and tourism dollars into local economies while sustaining
natural and wildlife habitat for future generations."

Currently, about 27 million acres are enrolled in CRP, which is a voluntary program available to agricultural
producers to help them safeguard environmentally sensitive land. Producers enrolled in CRP plant long-term,
resource-conserving covers to improve the quality of water, control soil erosion and enhance wildlife habitat.
Contracts on 3.3 million acres of CRP are set to expire on Sept. 30, 2013. Producers with expiring contracts or
producers with environmentally sensitive land are encouraged to evaluate their options under CRP.

Producers that are accepted in the sign-up can receive cost-share assistance to plant long-term, resource-
conserving covers and receive an annual rental payment for the length of the contract.

Over the past 27 years, farmers, ranchers, conservationists, hunters, fishermen and other outdoor enthusiasts
have made CRP one of the largest and most important USDA efforts. CRP continues to make major
contributions to national efforts to improve water and air quality, and to prevent soil erosion by protecting the
most sensitive areas, including those prone to flash flooding and runoff. CRP has also helped increase
populations of pheasants, quail, ducks, and rare species, like the sage grouse, the lesser prairie chicken, and
other grassland birds. Highlights of CRP include:

e  CRP has restored more than two million acres of wetlands and two million acres of riparian buffers;

e  Each year, CRP keeps more than 600 million pounds of nitrogen and more than 100 million pounds of
phosphorous from flowing into our nation's streams, rivers, and lakes.

e CRP provides $1.8 billion annually to landowners--dollars that make their way into local economies,
supporting small businesses and creating jobs; and

e CRP is the largest private lands carbon sequestration program in the country. By placing vulnerable
cropland into conservation, CRP sequesters carbon in plants and soil, and reduces both fuel and
fertilizer usage. In 2012, CRP resulted in carbon sequestration equal to taking about nine million cars
off the road.

For more information on CRP and other FSA programs, visit a local FSA service center or www.fsa.usda.gov.

Attention All Buyers of Agricultural Products

It is required that buyers of agricultural products check or register with the Secretary of State’s Office to
determine if there are liens against the seller of the product. If a lien is found, you are required to place the lien
holder’s name on the check as well as that of the seller. Ag products include but are not limited to: Livestock
(including horses), crops used for feed (hay, silage, oats, etc.), machinery, equipment, and all other crops.
Failure to place the lien holder’s name on the check may result in civil legal action being taken against
the buyer of the product. Protect yourself as a buyer! You may contact the Secretary of State’s Office at
(307) 777-7311.
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Farm Loan Program Information

Farm Service Agency (FSA) has loan programs that could help farmers and ranchers experiencing financial problems in today’s economy of tight
profit margins. Several types of loan programs are offered through FSA.

Under the Guaranteed Loan program, FSA guarantees farm ownership, term operating loans, and lines of credit used for annual operating through
conventional agricultural lenders for guarantees up to 95%. The guarantee generally allows the conventional lender to provide the applicant with
longer terms and lower rates of interest. All applicants must meet certain qualifying criteria to be eligible for guarantees. Farmers and ranchers
interested in Guaranteed Loans should apply directly with a conventional lender, who arranges for the guarantee.

For those unable to qualify for a Guaranteed Loan, FSA offers Direct Loans, which are made and serviced by FSA officials. Funding is limited for
Direct Loans, and applicants must sometimes wait until funds are available. To qualify for a Direct Farm Ownership or Operating Loan, the
applicant must meet eligibility criteria and have sufficient repayment ability and loan collateral. FSA will work with you to analyze your situation,
provide technical assistance, and tailor loans to meet your needs.

Youth between the ages of 10 and 21 may also apply for a direct loan up to $5,000 associated with their 4-H, FFA, or other youth organization
activities.

Farm Service Agency is an Equal Credit Opportunity Lender. Beginning farmers and members of traditionally underserved gender and ethnic
groups are encouraged to apply for guaranteed and/or direct loan assistance from FSA. Each year, farm ownership and operating loan funds are
temporarily set-aside to meet the needs of beginning farmers and traditionally underserved groups.

Anyone having questions, please call your local Farm Service Agency in Torrington WY at 307-532-4880.

2013 DCP/ACRE Sign-up

2013 Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) enrollment runs through August 2, 2013. Enrollment in to the 2013 ACRE option will run
through June 3, 2013. Please note that if you had a farm enrolled in ACRE prior to 2013 that agreement ended with the 2012 crop.

IMPORTANT REMINDERS:
e All producers planting on DCP base acres must be identified on the DCP/ACRE contract and receive a proportionate share of
DCP/ACRE payment for the farm.
e Changes on the farm after enrolled in DCP/ACRE must be reported to your local FSA office. This includes: Ownership changes:
Producer changes (Individuals and Entities); Change in crop shares arrangements.

Note: Changes cannot be made after Sept. 30, 2013.
We remind growers of Fruit & Vegetables (FAV) of possible DCP payment impacts. Applicable FAV’s include dry beans, potatoes, onions, and

grapes. We suggest that if you are planning on planting any FAV’s on a farm that will be enrolled in DCP for 2013, to address your intentions with
this office and we can estimate if and how this would affect your payments.

Crop Reporting

The annual, timely and accurate reporting of acres for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage, can prevent loss of benefits for a variety of
Farm Service Agency programs. All cropland on the farm must be reported to receive benefits from the Direct and Counter-cyclical Program,
Marketing Assistance Loans and Loan Deficiency Payments.

Conservation Reserve Program acreage must be reported to receive annual rental payments. Crop acreage for Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP) must also be reported.

Crop reports, form FSA-578, Report of Acreage, must account for all cropland on a farm, whether idle or planted. In Wyoming, producers need to
file their 2013 acreage reports for spring seeded crops and CRP by July 15, 2013.

Prevented Planting: Prevented planting needs be reported no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date.

Failed Acreage: Reports of failed acreage must be filed before disposition of the crop, and producers must be able to establish to the satisfaction of
the county committee that the crop failed and was prevented from being replanted through the normal planting period because of natural disaster
conditions.

2013 and subseguent years’ acreage reporting deadlines:
e  Spring seeded crops and CRP-July 15
e Perennial Forage, PRF, Fall Wheat, and all other Fall-Seeded Small Grains-November 15

This means your 2014 perennial hay/forage crops and winter wheat reporting deadline will be November 15, 2013.




Farm Reconstitutions
When changes in farm ownership or operation take place, a farm reconstitution is necessary. The reconstitution — or recon — is the process of
combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based on the farming operation. Remember, to be effective for the current year, recons must be
requested by Aug. 1 for farms enrolled in the Direct and Counter-cyclical Program. Farm Recon methods are:
Estate Method — the division of bases, allotments and quotas for a parent farm among heirs in settling an estate;
Designation of Landowner Method — may be used when (1) part of a farm is sold or ownership is transferred; (2) an entire farm is sold to two
or more persons; (3) farm ownership is transferred to two or more persons; (4) part of a tract is sold or ownership is transferred; (5) a tract is sold
to two or more persons; or (6) tract ownership is transferred to two or more persons. In order to use this method, the land sold must have been
owned for at least three years, or a waiver granted, and the buyer and seller must sign a Memorandum of Understanding;
DCP Cropland Method — the division of bases in the same proportion that the DCP cropland for each resulting tract relates to the DCP
cropland on the parent tract;
Default Method — the division of bases for a parent farm with each tract maintaining the bases attributed to the tract level when the
reconstitution is initiated in the system.

If DCP direct payments have already been issued on a particular farm, the reconstitution will be effective for the next year, unless the payments
are refunded.

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Rules

Beginning with 2009 benefits, AGI limitations are as follows:
IF average adjusted gross... THEN the person or legal entity is INELIGIBLE for...

nonfarm income exceeds $500,000 all commodity, price support, and disaster assistance program benefits.
Note: A person or legal entity with average adjusted gross nonfarm income that exceeds
$500,000 is not eligible for marketing loan gains and LDP payments. However, the
person or entity is eligible for marketing assistance loans, but the loans must be repaid
at principal plus interest, or commodity certificates may exchanged for the loan

collateral.
farm income exceeds $750,000 - or — direct payments under DCP.
all income exceeds $1 million
nonfarm income exceeds $1 million all conservation program benefits, unless 66.66 percent or more of the average AGI was

derived from activities related to farming, ranching, and forestry operations.

Note: AGI provisions in effect before October 1, 2008, continue to apply to existing CRP contracts, ECP agreements, and GRP contracts and
easements that were in effect on October 1, 2008. All applicants of FSA/NRCS benefits will be required to complete AGI forms each year benefits
are applied for. This includes individual members of entities (corporations, LLC’s, limited partnerships, trusts, estates, etc.).

Foreign Buyers Notification
The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S. agricultural land to report new holdings or their
changes in holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. The Farm Service Agency administers this program for USDA.

All individuals who are not U.S. citizens, and have purchased or sold agricultural land in the county, are required to report the transaction to FSA
within 90 days of the closing. Failure to submit the AFIDA form (FSA-153) could result in civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair market
value of the property. County government offices, real estate agents, attorneys and others involved in real estate transactions are reminded to notify
foreign investors of these reporting requirements.

Special Accommodations
Special accommodations will be made upon request for individuals with disabilities, vision impairment or hearing impairment. If accommodations
are required, individuals should contact the county FSA office staff directly or by phone.

FSA Signature Policy
Husbands and wives may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and Commodity Credit Corporation programs in which either has an
interest. This option is automatically available unless a written request for exclusion is made to the county office staff by either spouse.

There are exceptions to the rule, where spouses may not sign on behalf of each other for partnerships, joint ventures, corporations or other similar
entities. Individual signatures are also required on certain Farm Loan Program and Farm Storage Facility Loan documents.

For more clarification on spousal signature authority, feel free to contact your local FSA office.
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Dates to Remember

Continuous Continuous Conservation Reserve Program
Continuous Farm Storage Facility Loans
May 20 —

Junel4 2013 CRP General Signup 45

June 3, 2013 Enroliment deadline for 2013 ACRE option
Aug. 2, 2013 Enrollment deadline for 2013 DCP

s Darrell L. Jones

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees, and applicants for
employment on the bases of race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where
applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual's
income is derived from any public assistance program, or protected genetic information in employment or in any program or
activity conducted or funded by the Department. (Not all prohibited bases will apply to all programs and/or employment
activities.)

If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination
Complaint Form, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call
(866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter containing all of the information requested in the form. Send
your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication,
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or e-mail at
program.intake@usda.gov.

Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing, or have speech disabilities and wish to file either an EEO or program complaint,
please contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339 or (800) 845-6136 (in Spanish). Persons with
disabilities, who wish to file a program complaint, please see information above on how to contact us by mail directly or by
email. If you require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.)
please contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).
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