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Conservation Reserve Program Information 

 
CRP General Signup Announced – Signup by Appointment Only  

The Program: 
 
• CRP is the largest private-land voluntary conservation program that helps farmers, ranchers and 

other agricultural producers use their environmentally sensitive land for conservation benefits.  
Producers enrolling in CRP plant long-term, resource-conserving covers. In return, the Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) provides participants rental payments, cost-share and technical assistance and does 
so on behalf of the Commodity Credit Corporation. 

 
• The 2010 signup will be held from August 2 through 27. 
 
Eligibility:  
 
• Eligible acreage includes cropland that has been cropped or is considered to be cropped for four of 

the six years between 2002 – 2007.  It is located within conservation priority areas, and it is land that 
has an average Erodibility Index (EI) of 8 or greater, which means it is highly erodible. Or, it is land 
that has been in CRP, but the contract is expiring. 

 
• The 25 percent cropland limit continues to apply.  Generally, this limit means that no more than 25 

percent of a county’s cropland may be enrolled in the CRP and the Wetlands Reserve Program.  The 
2008 Farm Bill added authority to exclude cropland enrolled under CRP’s continuous signup or under 
CRP’s Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) provided the county government 
agrees. 

 
• After signup ends on August 27, FSA will evaluate the offers.  During September, FSA expects to 

notify producers about offers that are acceptable or rejected. 
 
• FSA will accept enough acres in this general signup, as well as other CRP initiatives such as 

continuous signups, to bring CRP enrollment close to the 32 million acre statutory cap.    
 
Selection Criteria: 
 
• FSA will select the highest ranked offers that provide significant environmental benefits relative to 

cost by using an Environmental Benefits Index (EBI) based on six factors.  All offers will be evaluated 
competitively.  After the end of signup, offers will be ranked and an EBI cutoff score selected.     

 
• The EBI factors are:  (1) wildlife habitat cover benefits that encourage covers and habitats on contract 

acreage that will be most beneficial to wildlife; (2) water quality benefits from reduced erosion, runoff 
and leaching; (3) on-farm benefits of reduced erosion; (4) enduring benefits; (5) air quality benefits 
from reduced wind erosion; and (6) cost. 
 

• There were a few changes to the EBI since the last general sign up in 2006.  For the wildlife factor, 
the subfactor for wildlife enhancement was changed to add 20 points for establishing pollinator 
habitat.  Offers that are less than ten acres and provide at least one acre of pollinator habitat, or 
offers that are ten acres or greater and provide at least ten percent of the acreage offered in pollinator 
habitat, will receive 20 points.  Also, the cost factor was changed to remove points awarded if 
producers elected not to receive a cost share payment.  The cost factor was further changed when 
land was offered for less than the maximum payable rate.  Before, points were added based on the 
number of dollars offered below the maximum. However, this was changed so that offers that are less 
than the maximum payment rate will receive points based on the percentage offered below the 
maximum payment rate. 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Additional Pre-enrollment Program Background: 
 
• Producers should be aware of several ways that CRP may assist in creating new wildlife habitat and 

enhancing water, soil, and air quality through a number of varieties of grasses and/or forbs that can 
be established on the offered acreage to accomplish their conservation goals. 

 
• Producers should also be prepared to identify specific acreage they want to offer and if the acreage is 

owned through undivided interests of more than the operator of the land, then all owners must agree 
to enroll the land.  An affidavit or similar document signed by all owners would be required. 

 
• Generally, CRP contracts are in effect for a term of 10 years.  However, contracts for land devoted to 

certain practices such as wildlife corridors or rare and declining habitat may be in effect for up to 15 
years, as selected by the participant.  

 
• Producers leasing the land they hope to enroll in CRP must provide a lease agreement for the full 

duration of the CRP contract at sign up, unless the landowner is party to the CRP agreement. In that 
case, both landowner and leaseholder must complete the enrollment. 

 
• CRP contracts are scheduled to become effective on October 1, 2010.  
 
• CRP participants may harvest this year's crops even when normal harvest occurs after the contract 

effective date of October 1, 2010.  The first year's payment is not affected by the harvest date.  
 
• Producers with acceptable offers may begin establishing the cover immediately.   However, those 

who establish the cover before the CRP contract is approved do so at their own risk. 
 
• Land that meets basic eligibility criteria may be offered during any CRP sign-up even if it was 

previously offered but not accepted.  
 
• CRP enrollment requires that producers protect and enhance the soil, water, and wildlife resources of 

their environmentally-sensitive acreage while receiving market-based rental rates. 
 
• Approximately 31 million acres are currently enrolled in CRP.  However, CRP contracts amounting to 

about 4.5 million acres expire September 30, 2010.  The statutory maximum number of acres that can 
be enrolled in the program at any one time is 32 million acres. 

 
• CRP annual payments are made in arrears, so participants with an effective contract date of October 

1, 2010, are scheduled to receive their first annual rental payment after October 21, 2011. 
 
Transition Incentives Program 
The Transition Incentives Program (TIP) encourages retired or retiring owners or operators to transition 
their Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acres to beginning or socially disadvantaged farmers or 
ranchers.   
 
TIP sign-up opened May 17, 2010.  If all program requirements are met, TIP provides annual rental 
payments to the retiring farmer for up to two additional years after the expiration of the CRP contract, 
provided the transition is not to a family member. For eligibility requirements producers should visit the 
FSA county office or www.fsa.usda.gov. 
 
Farm Program Information 
Acreage Reporting Deadline Has Passed 
Please call for an appointment. A minimum of $46 per farm late filed fees will be charged. Acreage 
reports are required for many Farm Service Agency programs.  Filing an accurate acreage report for all 
crops and land uses, including failed acreage and prevented planting acreage, can prevent the loss of 
benefits for a variety of programs. Failed acreage must be reported within 15 days of the disaster event 
and before disposition of the crop. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/�


 
 
 
 
Marketing Assistance Loan (MAL) / Loan Deficiency Payment (LDP) Information  
Crop Loans are available for program crops and oilseed crops. Nine-month commodity loans can be 
made to eligible producers.  
 
Producers in an ACRE-enrolled farm will have a 30 percent reduction in MAL / LDP rates. Wool, mohair 
and honey are not subject to ACRE provisions. 
 
Producers with average adjusted gross nonfarm income that exceeds $500,000 are not eligible for a 
marketing loan gain or an LDP. 
 
Marketing loan gains or LDP’s will no longer be limited. (There is no limit on the total dollar amount of 
LDP’s.)  
 
Actively engaged determinations are not required for producers requesting MAL or LDP.  
 
CCC will no longer require the execution of UGRSA in storage facilities that are either of the following: 
federally licensed or state licensed with an operating warehouse licensing program. 
 
It is the producer’s responsibility to maintain the quality of the grain in storage. 
 
Both husband and wife must sign the loan document. A notarized or FSA witnessed FSA Power of 
Attorney Form, FSA-211, may be filed giving the husband and/or wife authority to sign for each other. 
 
Measurement services are available to measure the grain in your storage facility. The cost is $30 per farm 
plus $16 per hour / $8 for every 30 minutes after the first hour with a minimum charge of 1 hour. Fees 
must be paid for the measurement before the loan check can be disbursed. We strongly recommend 
that producers get a measurement service to avoid penalties for overstating grain in storage. 
 
Please call the office for more information if you are interested. The loan process does take some time 
and will be done by appointment only. 
 
Wool, Mohair, & Unshorn Pelts LDP 
Producers who file for a Loan Deficiency Payment on wool or unshorn pelts must indicate their intensions to 
receive LDP benefits on CCC-633EZ (page 1) before the sale or loss of beneficial interest. Then submit an 
LDP request (CCC-633EZ page 4) for benefits at any time during the loan/LDP availability period before or 
after losing beneficial interest. 
 
January 1 is the beginning of the crop year for the wool, mohair, and unshorn pelts. The ending of the crop 
year is December 31. Applications for 2010 LDP’s must be filed by January 31, 2011. 
 
Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) Reminders 
Notice of Loss 
A Notice of Loss, CCC-576, must be filed for crop losses within 15 days of the loss event or whenever the 
loss becomes apparent. Losses not reported timely could result in a loss of eligibility for payment. 
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Farm Loan Program 
Attention all Buyers of Agricultural Products 
It is required that buyers of agricultural products check or register with the Secretary of State's 
Office to determine if there are liens against the Seller of the product.  If a lien is found you are 
required to place the lien holders name on the check as well as that of the Seller.  Ag Products 
include but are not limited to: livestock (including horses), crops used for feed (hay, silage, oats, 
etc.), machinery, equipment and all other crops.  Failure to place the lien holder's name on the 
check may result in civil legal action being taken against the Buyer of the product.  Protect 
yourself as a Buyer! You may contact the Secretary of State's Office at 1-307-777-7311.
 
County Committee: Dave Bowman, Mark Child, Mike Peterson Advisor: Louise Jacobsen 
Office Staff: Doris Scheel, Denise Hunt, Mark Lanning, Krista Macy 
Dixie Mount – Farm Loan Officer – Laramie County office day is Tuesday of each week. Dixie may be 
reached by calling the Wheatland FSA Office at (307)322-4050. 
/S/ Gary Gompert, CED – Email gary.gompert@wy.usda.gov 
 
Dates to Remember 
August       2 - 27  CRP Signup  
September   6   Labor Day Holiday Office Closed 
 
"The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, 
genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance 
program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication 
of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and 
TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and 
employer."  
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