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                                2009 DCP Sign-up Continues 

 
Signup for the 2009 Direct and Counter-cyclical Payment (DCP) Program continues until August 
14, 2009.  The August 14, 2009 deadline is mandatory for all participants. FSA will not accept 
any late-filed applications. 
  
The electronic DCP (or eDCP) service is available to save you time, reduce paperwork and speed 
up contract processing at FSA offices. To find out more, visit http://www.eauth.egov.usda.gov 
for on-line registration.  You will also need to visit a local USDA Service Center to complete 
registration and identity verification.  
  
FSA computes DCP Program payments using base acres and payment yields established for each 
farm.  Eligible producers receive direct payments at rates established by statute regardless of 
market prices.  For 2009, you may request to receive advance direct payments based on 22 
percent of the direct payment for each commodity associated with the farm.  FSA will issue 
advance direct payments later this month. Counter-cyclical payment rates vary depending on 
market prices and are issued only when the effective price for a commodity is statutorily set 
below its target price.  
 

               The ACRE Program 
 
Through The Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE), FSA offers producers an alternative to 
Direct and Counter-cyclical (DCP) payments.  ACRE payments are made when both state and 

farm revenues are below historic levels.  By participating in ACRE, producers elect to forgo counter-cyclical payments.  
Producers also elect to receive a 20-percent reduction in direct payments and a 30-percent reduction in loan rates.  Unlike 
DCP, which pays on “historical” crop acres, ACRE pertains to and pays on the planted crops in the current year.  ACRE 
sign up started April 27th and runs through August 14th.  A producer can choose to participate in ACRE, or stay with DCP.  
A decision to elect ACRE binds the producer to the program from the year elected through the 2012 crop year.   
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Beginning and Limited Resource Farmers & Ranchers 
 
FSA has a program to assist beginning farmers and or members of socially disadvantaged groups to finance agricultural 
enterprises. Under these designated farm loan programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either 
direct or guaranteed loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who: 
 
 Has operated a farm for not more that 10 years 
 Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm 
 Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management program sponsored by FSA 
 Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size. 
 
Each member of an entity must meet the eligibility requirements. Loan approval is not guaranteed.  
 
Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local USDA Service Center.  
You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov and www.nrcs.usda.gov . 
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Crop Reporting 
 

Crop reporting is here and the deadline to file is July 1st.  This year we will be using the appointment system.  We will be 
sending postcards with a date and time scheduled for your appointment, if the date and time isn’t suitable for your 
schedule, please call the office to reschedule.  In addition we will have staff at the Cokeville Town Hall for crop reporting 
this year on Monday, June the 15th and Tuesday, June the 16th from 8am to 4pm.  We will also have staff at the Kemmerer 
Extension office in the South Lincoln Events Center on Monday, June the 22nd from 9am to 4pm.  During these 
appointments we will try to complete crop reporting, 2009 DCP/ACRE signup, 2009 Eligibility forms, and NAP crop 
production report. 
 
Filing an accurate acreage report for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage and prevented planting acreage, can 
prevent the loss of benefits for a variety of programs.  Failed acreage must be reported within 15 days of the disaster event 
and before disposition of the crop. Prevented planting must be reported no later than 15 days after the final planting date. 
 

Farm Record Changes 
 

In order for us to properly and accurately administer farm programs, it is very important that we have current records of 
the owners and operators of farms.  Farm owners and operators are asked to report changes in farming or ranching 
operations to this office.  This may include the purchase or sale of a farm or the rental of a farm which you did not have an 
interest in last year.  Please report these changes so that we can process applications for program participation in a timely 
manner and so we can keep you informed regarding program eligibility. 
 

Livestock Death Losses 
 

Final rules have not been published on the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP), created under the 2008 Farm Bill.  LIP 
provides compensation to eligible livestock producers who have incurred livestock death losses in excess of normal 
mortality, on or after January 1, 2008, and before October 1, 2011.  Losses because of adverse weather, as determined by 
the Secretary during the calendar year, including blizzards, disease, extreme cold, extreme heat, floods, hurricanes, and 
wildfires, are eligible for LIP.  There are currently no provisions, handbooks, etc. or official forms authorized to accept 
notices of death loss.   
 
We are encouraging producers to accumulate records of their losses as they occur and get as much verifiable 
documentation as possible to show proof of loss.  Adequate documentation must prove the death of eligible livestock 
occurred as a direct result of an eligible adverse weather event, including the quantity and kind of livestock that died.  
Records from veterinarians, insurance documents, rendering truck receipts, etc. can be used as verifiable proof of death.  
If proof of death records is not available, reliable records along with verifiable beginning and ending inventory may be 
used as proof of death.  Reliable records may include:  brand inspection, herd improvement records, pictures, vaccination 
records, and contemporaneous records such as bank records and shearing records.  Verifiable inventory records may 
include:  canceled check documentation, balance sheets, and chattel inspections.  Written statements from reliable 3rd 
parties (not immediate family members) will be acceptable in some instances.   

 

Loan Deficiency Payments (LDP) 
 

Each crop year Loan Deficiency Payments (LDP’s) and Marketing Assistance Loans (MAL’s) may be available for 
eligible Lincoln County commodities:  barley, oats, wheat, wool, mohair, and honey.  Hay, silage and unshorn pelts 
derived from these commodities are eligible for an LDP, but not for marketing assistance loans.  To apply for benefits, file 
an LDP Agreement and Request (CCC-633EZ page 1 form) before losing beneficial interest (selling or contracting the 
commodity).   
 
USDA's Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) makes available nonrecourse marketing assistance loans for certain 
commodities. CCC establishes loan rates for these commodities annually at the national level, and adjusts the rates 
locally. Marketing loans provide interim financing for eligible producers, allowing them to store their crops at harvest 
(when prices tend to be low), then market their crops when prices rise.  An LDP is the difference between the loan rate at 
a given location and the announced market price for the applicable commodity.  
  
 
 
 



 
Conservation Compliance 

 
Highly erodible land conservation (HELC) compliance is still required to earn program benefits. This includes payments 
under the Direct and Counter-cyclical Program, Conservation Reserve Program, loan deficiency payments, farm loan 
program, crop insurance and many other USDA program. Producers with highly erodible soils need to be aware of tillage, 
crop residue and rotation requirements spelled out in conservation plans.  
 
If you have any questions about the specifics of your conservation plan, stop by the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service office. Take the time now to make sure your farm is in compliance! Don’t wait until after the plow hits the 
ground! 
 

CRP Reminder 
 
Producers with Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) contracts are reminded that it is YOUR responsibility to establish 
cover and control the weeds (including Thistles) on your CRP acreage.  These measures must be accomplished according 
to NRCS standards and specifications. 
 
Grazing by livestock is strictly forbidden.  It is your responsibility to keep all livestock off your contract acreage. 
 

Farm Reconstitutions 
 

In program terminology, farms are constituted to group all tracts having the same owner and the same operator under one 
farm serial number.  When changes in ownership or operation take place, a farm reconstitution is necessary.  The 
reconstitution — or recon — is the process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based on the farming 
operation. The following are the different methods used when doing a farm recon: 

·         Estate Method — the division of bases, allotments and quotas for a parent farm among heirs in settling an 
estate; 

 
·         Designation of Landowner Method — may be used when (1) part of a farm is sold or ownership is 

transferred; (2) an entire farm is sold to two or more persons; (3) farm ownership is transferred to two or more 
persons; (4) part of a tract is sold or ownership is transferred; (5) a tract is sold to two or more persons; or (6) 
tract ownership is transferred to two or more persons. In order to use this method the land sold must have 
been owned for at least three years, or a waiver granted, and the buyer and seller must sign a Memorandum of 
Understanding; 

 
·         DCP Cropland Method — the division of bases in the same proportion that the DCP cropland for each 

resulting tract relates to the DCP cropland on the parent tract; 
 

·         Default Method — the division of bases for a parent farm with each tract maintaining the bases attributed 
to the tract level when the reconstitution is initiated in the system. 

 
If payments have already been issued on a particular farm, the reconstitution will be effective for the next year, unless the 
payments are refunded.  Request for recons should be filed by June 1. 

Weed, Wind and Water Protection 
 
All producers participating in the 2009 Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) are reminded of the requirement that 
all DCP base acres must be protected from wind and water erosion and the propagation of weeds. 

 
Approved vegetative covers include annual, biennial or perennial grasses and legumes.  The cover must be sufficient to 
keep soil losses within acceptable limits.  Additional measures including plant residue and volunteer stands are approved 
under specific circumstances.   

 
Weed growth on the DCP base acres must be controlled to prevent the spread of weeds.  Control practices may include 
mechanical and/or chemical measures.  Control measures must be implemented timely to achieve the most effective 
control of weed growth. 
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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Within 15 days of noticing a loss file CCC - 576 NAP Notice of Loss 
May 25      --------------------------------------------   Office closed – Memorial Day 
July 1        ---------------------------------------------  Acreage reporting deadline 
July 1        ---------------------------------------------  NAP 2008 production evidence deadline 
July 4        ---------------------------------------------  Office closed – Independence Day  
August 14 ---------------------------------------------- DCP/ACRE sign-up deadline 
Any Time ---------------------------------------------- Continuous CRP 
Any Time ---------------------------------------------- Farm storage facility loan program 

 

 
  
 
 
 

 
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited based apply to 
all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication or program information (Braille, large print, 
audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (Voice and TDD). 
 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, 
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 


