Lincoln County FSA
625 S Washington
PO Box 369

Afton, WY 83110
307-886-9001 phone
307-886-3744 fax
www.fsa.usda.gov/wy

Hours
Monday - Friday
7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

County Committee
Jason Thornock
Chad Dana

Blair Hillstead

Trudi Julian

COC Meeting
2" Tuesday of the
Month

Office Staff

Dee Harbach, CED
Suellen Bagley, PT
Kresta Hedges, PT

Farm Loan Manager
Brian Harrell
307-856-7524

NRCS

DeMont Grandy,
District Conservationist
Cokeville 307-279-
3256

Dayle Funka,

Soil Conservationist
Afton 307-886-9001

Lincoln County FSA News

AUGUST

2011

Emergency Conservation Program

Lincoln County has been approved for the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) due to
the flooding that occurred this year. Producers that suffered losses over $1000 have until
September 30, 2011 to request assistance. Approval and/or funding are not guaranteed.

For land to be eligible, the natural disaster must create new conservation problems that, if
untreated, would: impair or endanger the land; materially affect the land’s productive ca-
pacity; represent unusual damage which, except for wind erosion, is not the type likely to
recur frequently in the same area; and be so costly to repair that federal assistance is or
will be required to return the land to productive agricultural use.

The following types of practices may be eligible:

e Removing debris from farmland

e Grading, shaping, or releveling severely damaged farmland

e Restoring permanent fences

e Restoring conservation structures such as headgates and other similar installations.

Conservation problems existing prior to the applicable disaster are ineligible for ECP assis-
tance. You must apply before you begin repairs.

ECP program participants receive cost-share assistance of up to 75% of the cost to imple-
ment approved emergency conservation practices, as determined by county FSA commit-
tees.

Reporting Crop Losses for NAP

For those of you with a NAP crop policy — you are reminded that if you suffer a crop loss,
you must complete a Notice of Loss form (CCC-576) with this office no later than 15 calen-
dar days after the disaster occurrence or from the date that damage to the specific crop
acreage is apparent. A Notice of Loss must be provided for each weather related event or
adverse natural occurrence that causes damage to or loss of the specific crop or commod-
ity. A timely filed Notice of Loss is required on all crops, including grasses. When a loss is
sustained an appraisal should be completed by FSA personnel. This appraisal should be
done before grazing occurs or before the land is put to another use.

Reasonable Accommodations

Special accommodations will be made, upon request, for individuals with disabilities, vision
impairment, or hearing impairment.

If accommodations are required, please call Dee Harbach at 886-9001.
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Notice to Hispanic and/or
Women Farmers or
Ranchers
Compensation for €laims
of Discrimination

If you believe that the
United States Department
of  Agriculture (USDA)
improperly denied farm
loan benefits to you
between 1981 and 2000
because you are Hispanic,
or because you are
female, you may be
eligible to apply for
compensation.

To register you name to
receive a claims packet,
call the Farmer and
Rancher Call Center at 1-
888-508-4429 or visit:
www.farmerclaims.gov

The claims package will
have detailed information
about the eligibility and
claims process.

AGI Compliance for NRCS and FSA Program Participants

Many of you may receive a letter regarding the IRS CCC-927 and CCC-928 forms, Consent
to Disclosure of Tax Information. FSA and IRS have finalized a data-sharing process for av-
erage AGI compliance and verification. Every individual, legal entity and member of a legal
entity that received payments from FSA or NRCS in 2009 to 2011 is required to complete
the applicable form and submit it to the IRS. The form allows the IRS to compare tax data
on record to the average AGI limitation amounts that were selected by the producer for
program payment compliance.

The CCC-927 (for individuals) and CCC-928 (for entities) are available at the FSA office or
can be found at www.fsa.usda.gov/ccc927 or www.fsa.usda.gov/ccc928.

Participants who chose not to submit a completed CCC-927 or CCC-928 as applicable, will
be determined noncompliant and will be required to refund payments received plus in-
terest.

—— e e e e e o e e e e e e e e e e e P

Farm Storage Facility Loans

Low cost loans for storage facilities are available to build or remodel farm storage fa-
cilities for a variety of commaodities, including barley, oats, wheat, hay, and renewable
biomass .

Farm Storage Facility Loans are available for the purchase and installation of eligible
storage facilities, permanently affixed drying and handling equipment or the remodel-
ing of existing facilities. Eligible facilities include but are not limited to: new conven-

tional-type cribs or bins and new or remanufactured oxygen-limiting and other upright

silo-type structures.
The terms for loan amounts are as follows:

e $100,000 or less the term is 7 years only
e $100,000.01 to $250,000, the borrower can specify 7 or 10 years
e $250,000.01 to $500,000, the borrower can specify 7, 10, or 12 years

To be eligible for a Farm Storage Facility Loan, the borrower must:

e be a producer of a facility loan commodity

e demonstrate a need for increased storage capacity

¢ show the ability to repay FSFL through the financial analysis process
e meet all other eligibility requirements.

All Farm Storage Facility Loans are secured by a promissory note and security agree-
ment. The maximum amount that may be borrowed is 85 percent of the net cost of
the storage or handling equipment, up to $500,000 for each borrower. A minimum
down payment is also required and multi-peril crop insurance coverage for all crops.
The interest rate changes monthly so please contact our office.
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Emergency Watershed Protection Program (EWP)

NRCS administers the Emergency Watershed Protection Program (EWP), which helps landowners, operators, and
individuals implement emergency recovery measures to relieve imminent hazards to life or property created by a
natural disaster that causes a sudden impairment of a watershed. Assistance must be through eligible project
sponsors. The project sponsor can be any legal subdivision of a State government or a State agency.

Assistance may be available based on a determination that the current condition of the land or watershed impair-

ment poses a threat to health, life, or property.

e Assistance includes EWP practices associated with removing threats to public health and safety and restoring
the natural environment to the greatest extent practical after natural disasters.

e Property is considered any artificial structure permanently affixed to the land such as, but not limited to,
houses, buildings, roads, utilities, structures, dams, etc. Standing timber, orchards, growing crops, other agro-
nomic crops, etc. are not considered property under the EWP Program.

e The potential for a threat to life, health, or property may be at the site, upstream of the site, or downstream
of the site (e.g., sedimentation deposited downstream, flooding upstream, etc.).

Assistance is available only when eligible sponsors document that they have exhausted other resources or have
insufficient funding available to provide adequate relief from applicable hazards. Documentation may be in the
form of a letter from the sponsor to the State Conservationist.

NRCS will only provide assistance for measures that:

e Reduce threats to life or property from a watershed impairment, including sediment and debris removal.

e Provide protection from additional flooding or soil erosion by retarding runoff.

e Remove debris deposited by a natural disaster that would affect runoff or erosion.

e Restore the hydraulic capacity to the natural environment to the maximum extent practical based upon pre-
event conditions.

e Are economically, socially, and environmentally defensible and technically sound.

e Provide immediate, adequate, and safe relief from the hazard.

EWP funds used toward implementation of emergency measures may not exceed 75 percent of the construction
costs of emergency measures, including work performed to mitigate adverse environmental impacts as a result of
emergency measures.

Continuous CRP

The Continuous CRP program remains available. Environmentally sensitive land devoted to certain conservation
practices may be enrolled in CRP at any time under continuous sign-up. Offers are automatically accepted pro-
vided the land and producer meet certain eligibility requirements. Offers for continuous sign-up are not subject to
competitive bidding. Continuous sign-up contracts are 10 to 15 years in duration and the producer receives annual
payments and cost-share payments for expenses associated with establishing the practice.



Lincoln County FSA Office USDA United States

625 S. Washington, Ste. A ? R;fi?:rlflrruergt of
PO Box 369

Afton, WY 83110

August 1 COC Nomination Deadline
September 5 Labor Day—Office Closed
September 30 Deadline to apply for ECP
October 10 Columbus Day — Office Closed

Within 15 days of noticing a loss file CCC - 576 NAP Notice of Loss
Within 30 days of noticing a livestock or feed loss file FSA-914 LIP Notice of Loss or FSA-918 ELAP Notice of Loss

2011 Disaster Programs

|
|
Producers that have filed a notice of loss for 2011 disaster programs (LIP and ELAP) are I
encouraged to submit the final documentation and file the application for payment to

complete the process. :

S = = =

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race,
color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual oti-
entation, political beliefs, genetic information, reptisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public
assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202)
720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for
Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992
(English) or (800) 877-8339 (ITDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136
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