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Lincoln County FSA 
625 S Washington 
PO Box 369 
Afton, WY 83110 
307-886-9001 phone 
307-886-3744 fax 
www.fsa.usda.gov/wy 
 
Hours 
Monday - Friday 
7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 
County Committee 
Jason Thornock 
Chad Dana 
Blair Hillstead 
Trudi Julian 
 
COC Meeting 
2nd Tuesday of the 
Month 

 
Office Staff 
Dee Harbach, CED 
Suellen Bagley, PT 
Kresta Hedges, PT 
 
Farm Loan Manager 
Brian Harrell 
307-856-7524 
 
NRCS 
vacant,  
District Conservationist 
Afton 
307-886-9001 
 

Current Drought Relief  Programs 

NAP Coverage 

Emergency Farm Loans 
Lincoln County was designated a Secretarial Disaster by Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack.  The designa-
tion makes low interest emergency loans available through FSA.  The loan rate is 2.25%, please contact 
Brian Harrell, Farm Loan Manager at 307-856-7524, ext. 106 for additional information. 

Short on Pasture and Hayland? 
Due to drought conditions in the county, applications are being taken for Emergency Haying and/or 
Grazing on Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acres.  This program makes available acres that would 
otherwise be unavailable for hay and/or grazing.  Producers must contact the local office to request ap-
proval to hay or graze eligible acres before beginning.  A modified Conservation Plan to include haying or 
grazing requirements, as determined by NRCS is also required. 

The Non-insured Assistance Program (NAP) offers CAT-level insurance for hay and grazing crops in 
Lincoln County.  Coverage must have been purchased by December of 2011 for the 2012 crop year.  
Those producers that have NAP coverage and are experiencing losses due to drought or any natural disas-
ter, be sure to file your Notice of Loss with the county office within 15 days of noticing a loss.   
IMPORTANT: Prior to moving livestock onto acreage that was intended to be hayed but will instead be 
grazed, CONTACT THE LOCAL OFFICE TO ARRANGE FOR AN APPRAISAL OF THE CROP!  
NAP payments are calculated on actual production versus your normal production.  If acreage gets grazed 
without an appraisal of the crop it is very difficult to know what the actual production was, and your pay-
ment will most likely be adversely affected without an appraisal! 

Lincoln County was approved to accept Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) applications for cost-
share assistance with drought emergency measures and water hauling.  Applications can currently be filed 
by contacting the Lincoln County FSA office.  The signup deadline is September 7, 2012.  Please be ad-
vised that any drought emergency measures that have occurred prior to signing an application will require 
requesting a waiver through the state office and then it is only possible to request a waiver for work that 
was completed within 60 days of signing the application.  Please file your application timely  to best utilize 
the program assistance available. 

Emergency Livestock Water  

CRP Reminder 
Producers with Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) contracts are reminded that it is YOUR responsi-
bility to establish cover and control the weeds (including Thistles) on your CRP acreage.  These measures 
must be accomplished according to NRCS standards and specifications. 
 
Grazing by livestock is strictly forbidden unless approved through county committee.  It is your respon-
sibility to keep all livestock off your contract acreage. 
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Over the Counter Channel (OTCnet) 
FSA/CCC is moving toward OTCnet, an electronic method for processing customer check payments. When a check is submitted for 
payment either in person or through the mail, the check will be converted into an Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT). The funds will be 
debited from the producer’s account, usually within 24 hours of receipt. Please see the U.S. Department of Treasury legal notices posted 
in the Service Center or visit the following U.S. Department of Treasury Internet site for detailed information.  

http://fms.treas.gov/otcnet/legal.html 
What is OTCnet? 
OTCnet is a Web-based online application process for converting paper checks presented to FSA into electronic debits to the producer’s 
bank account. It presents many benefits, such as reducing lost/misplaced checks and paper handling. This improves customer relations, 
speeds the check clearing process, and reduces the potential for human error. 
How will my check be handled? 
The check will be scanned into the system and voided. The customer will not receive the check back from FSA. FSA will hold checks for 
up to 14 calendar days to ensure that the item was successfully processed, and then FSA will shred the check. 
How quickly will funds be transferred from my account? 
The transfer of funds from your account could occur within 24 hours. Therefore, you should be sure that you have sufficient funds in 
your account to process the transaction. If you do not have sufficient funds, we may initiate the transaction again. 
How will this transaction appear on my account statement? 
The transfer of funds will be reflected on your account statement. The transaction may be recorded in a different place on your statement 
than where your checks normally appear, such as under “other withdrawals” or “other transactions”. 
What are my rights if there is a problem with the transaction? 
You have protections under Federal law for an unauthorized electronic fund transfer from your account. You should contact your finan-
cial institution immediately if you believe that the transaction reported on your account statement was not properly authorized or is other-
wise incorrect. 

L I N C O L N  C O U N T Y  F S A  N E W S  

Attention: 

Buyers of Ag Products 

It is required that buyers of 
agricultural products check or 
register with the Secretary of 
State’s Office to determine if 
there are liens against the seller 
of the product.  If a lien is 
found you are required to 
place the lien holders name on 
the check, as well as, that of 
the seller.  Ag Products 
include, but are not limited to: 
livestock (including horses), 
crops used for feed (hay, 
silage, oats, etc.), machinery, 
equipment and all other crops.  
Failure to place the lien 
holder’s name on the check 
may result in civil legal 
action being taken against 
the buyer of the product.  
Protect yourself as a buyer!   

You may contact the Secretary 
of State’s Office at (307) 777-
7378. 

Weed, Wind, and Water Protection 
All producers participating in the 2012 Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) or (ACRE) are re-
minded of the requirement that all base acres must be protected from wind and water erosion and the propa-
gation of weeds. 

Approved vegetative covers include annual, biennial or perennial grasses and legumes.  The cover must be 
sufficient to keep soil losses within acceptable limits.  Additional measures including plant residue and volun-
teer stands are approved under specific circumstances.   

Weed growth on base acres must be controlled to prevent the spread of weeds.  Control practices may in-
clude mechanical and/or chemical measures.  Control measures must be implemented timely to achieve the 
most effective control of weed growth. 

Any person who is convicted under federal or state law of a controlled substance violation could be ineligi-
ble for USDA payments or benefits. Violations include planting, harvesting or growing a prohibited 
plant. Prohibited plants include marijuana, opium poppies and other drug producing plants. 

Controlled Substance 

Special accommodations will be made, upon request, for individuals with disabilities, vision impairment, or 
hearing impairment.  If accommodations are required, please call Dee Harbach at 886-9001. 

Reasonable Accommodations 



2012 County Committee Election 

Commodity Loans and LDPs 
The 2012 commodity loan rates for Lincoln County are:  
   Wheat-HRS $2.82/Bu.   Barley $2.05/Bu.  
   Wheat-HRW $2.97/Bu.    Oats $1.42/Bu.  
 
Eligible producers of these crops can obtain a loan or Loan Deficiency Payment (LDP) from FSA. The producer must have benefi-
cial interest in order to receive a loan/LDP. Beneficial interest means the grower has (1) control of the commodity, and (2) title of 
the commodity.  
FARM STORED LOAN: An applicant can request either a paid for measured loan or certify the quantity. In either case, a loan for 
up to 100% production can be made. The commodity must be stored in a structure that can be safely measured and inspected, and 
be structurally sound. It is the borrower’s responsibility to assure the commodity is in good condition and continues to remain so.  
WAREHOUSE LOAN: A warehouse grain loan can be obtained through a warehouse. The elevator will issue warehouse receipts 
to the producer, who, in turn, gives them to CCC (FSA) for keeping as security through the life of the loan. The information on the 
warehouse receipts will be the basis for the loan quantity and loan rate.  
LOAN MATURITY DATE: Loans will mature on the last day of the 9th month following application.  
LOAN SERVICE FEES: Fees are the smaller of ½ of 1% times the gross loan amount, or $45/loan plus $3.00 for each bin or 
warehouse receipt over one.  
INTEREST RATES: Commodity loans will carry the interest rate of the month in which the loan is disbursed through December 
31 of each year, at which time the rate will change to the January rate.  
LIENS: If any liens on the commodity exist, we require that the lien holder complete a lien waiver form before the loan is issued. 
CCC requires first lien on any commodity put under loan.  
REPAYMENTS: Repayments can be made any time after the loan is disbursed. On farm-stored loans, any quantity can be paid off; 
however, on warehouse loans, a whole warehouse receipt must be paid off. At the time of repayment, the borrower will pay the 
lesser of (1) principal plus accrued interest, or (2) the applicable Posted County Price (PCP) times the loan quantity. The second op-
tion is referred to as a Market Loan Repayment (MLR) and is only available through the maturity date of the loan.  
LOAN DEFICIENCY PAYMENT: A LDP is a payment made to an eligible producer who agrees to forego a loan in return for a 
direct payment. In order for a LDP to apply, the daily PCP must be below the loan rate for the applicable commodity. FSA currently 
uses the CCC-633-EZ form for all LDP purposes. It’s a one size fits all form you can fill out to indicate your intention to receive 
loan deficiency payments for any of your crops at the beginning of the crop year, long before you’ve lost beneficial interest. The 
same form is then used to submit a request for an LDP any time during the loan/LDP availability period before or after losing bene-
ficial interest.  
Commodities harvested as other than grain (hay, silage) are eligible for LDP. In these cases, you will be required to give us informa-
tion concerning acreages, bale numbers and weights, load weights, crop appraisal information, and yield estimates.  
APPLICATION DEADLINES: The deadline to apply for either a 2012 loan or LDP is:  
Wheat/Barley/Oats March 31, 2013  
Wool/Mohair January 31, 2013  
In addition to the commodities listed above, honey is also eligible for loans and LDP’s.  
For more information, contact your local FSA Office.  

County committee members play a crucial role in helping the county office staff implement the Farm Bill Programs.  Right now, produc-
ers can have an impact on the election of the county committee by nominating eligible candidates by the August 1, 2012 deadline.  This 
year the committee election will be held for the Local Administrative Area 3, the Cokeville/Kemmerer/LaBarge area, currently repre-
sented by Jason Thornock. 

A list of persons who are eligible to run for the county committee is available from this office.  If you wish to run or want to nominate a 
fellow producer for the county committee, please contact this office for a nomination form (FSA-669A), also available online at http://
www.fsa.usda.gov.   

 FSA county committee members make decisions on disaster and conservation programs, emergency programs, commodity price support 
loan programs and other important agricultural issues. Members serve three-year terms.   

Ballots will be mailed to eligible voters beginning November 5, 2012.  Completed ballots must be dropped off or received via mail at the 
county office by December 3, 2012. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov�


Lincoln County FSA Office 

625 S. Washington, Ste. A 

PO Box 369 

Afton, WY 83110 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of  race, 
color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual ori-
entation, political beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public 
assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for 
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 
720-2600 (voice and TDD).  

 

To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant  Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for 
Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 
(English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 

Aug 1  County committee nominations due 

Sept 3  Labor Day — Office Closed 

Anytime  Continuous CRP Signup 

Anytime  Farm Storage Facility Loan  Application 

Within 15 days of noticing a loss file CCC ‐ 576 NAP Notice of Loss 

Due to the tight budget situation county offices are facing, we would like to provide news-
letters and reminders via email to cut postage costs.  If you regularly check your email and 
would like to get updates electronically please contact the office by telephone 307-886-9001 
or by email at dee.harbach@wy.usda.gov to make your request.  Thank you for your sup-
port in this cost-saving effort! 

Receive the Newsletter via Email 
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