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County Committee Election Results 
 
This year’s County Committee Election for the South Lincoln County Administrative Area 
has just been completed.  Eligible voters elected Jason Thornock to represent them for a 
three year term.  Tim Teichert was elected as First Alternate.  We appreciate these 
producers and their willingness to serve. 
 

Attention all Buyers of Agricultural Products 
 

It is required that buyers of agricultural products check or register with the Secretary of 
State’s Office to determine if there are liens against the seller of the product.  If a lien is 
found you are required to place the lien holders name on the check, as well as, that of the 
seller.  Ag Products include, but are not limited to: livestock (including horses), crops used 
for feed (hay, silage, oats, etc.), machinery, equipment and all other crops.  Failure to place 
the lien holder’s name on the check may result in civil legal action being taken against the 
buyer of the product.  Protect yourself as a buyer!   
You may contact the Secretary of State’s Office at (307) 777-7378. 
 

Reasonable Accommodations 
 

Special accommodations will be made, upon request, for individuals with disabilities, vision 
impairment, or hearing impairment.  If accommodations are required, please call Dee 
Harbach at 886-9001. 

 
Direct Deposit of Program Payments & Account Changes 

 
Farm program payments earned through this office are required to be paid by direct 
deposit into a bank account selected by the program participant.  If you have completed a 
direct deposit agreement and had a bank account change, you must notify us of account 
changes for your payment to be properly deposited. 

 
IRS Form 1099-G 

 
Each year producers receive 1099-G forms from the Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) detailing payments producers 
have received from the CCC.  CCC’s annual report of program payments on the 1099-Gs help our customers report 
taxable income.  It is not intended to replace the producer’s own responsibility to report income to the IRS.  FSA staff 
cannot interpret IRS regulations or advise producers about which payments to report on their income tax returns.  
However, county office staff can review payments for accuracy.  
 
Calendar year 2012 has brought changes to the way FSA reports farm program payments to the producer and to the IRS. 
In past years, IRS Forms 1099-G would be issued to show all program payments received from the Farm Service Agency, 
regardless of the amount. Starting with calendar year 2012, those producers with total reportable payments from FSA 
that are less than $600 will not be receiving IRS Form 1099-G. Also, producers who receive payments from more than 
one county will only receive one Form 1099-G if the total of all payments from all counties is $600 or more. The same 
changes will apply to producers and vendors who normally receive IRS Form 1099-MISC from FSA. 

 



Farm Record Changes 
 
In order for us to accurately administer farm programs it is very important that we have current records of all owners 
and operators.  If you have bought, sold or are renting different land, make sure you report those changes to this office, 
as soon as possible after they occur.  Failure to maintain accurate records with FSA on all land you have an interest in 
can lead to possible program ineligibility and fines. 

 
Payment Limitation Reminder 

 
Payments and benefits under certain programs are subject to some or all of the following:  

• payment limitation by direct attribution  
• payment limitation amounts for the applicable programs  
• actively engaged in farming requirements  
• cash-rent tenant rule  
• foreign person rule  
• average AGI limitations  
 

No program benefits subject to limitation will be provided until:  
• all required forms for the specific situation are provided  
• necessary payment eligibility and payment limitation determinations are made  
 

Payment eligibility and payment limitation determinations may be initiated by COC or requested by the producer.  
 
A farm operating plan is not required to be filed annually, if the farming operation continues to be conducted as 
reflected on the farm operating plan and supporting documents are on file in the County Office.  If any changes occur 
that could affect an actively engaged in farming, cash-rent tenant, foreign person, or average AGI determination, 
producers must timely notify the County Office by filing revised farm operating plans and/or supporting documentation, 
as applicable.  
 
Note: Failure to timely notify the County Office may adversely affect payment eligibility.  
 
There are statutory provisions that require entities, earning program benefits that are subject to limitation, to provide 
the names, addresses, and TIN’s of the entities’ members to COC.  All applicable payment eligibility and payment 
limitation forms submitted by producers are subject to spot check through the end-of-year review process.  
 
A determination of not actively engaged in farming results in the producer being ineligible for any payment or benefit 
requiring a determination of actively engaged in farming.  
 
Noncompliance with AGI provisions, either by exceeding the applicable limitations or by failure to submit a certification 
statement, will result in the determination of ineligibility for all program benefits subject to AGI provisions; program 
benefits shall be reduced in an amount that is commensurate with the direct and indirect interest held by an ineligible 
person or legal entity in any legal entity, general partnership, or joint operation that receives benefits subject to the 
average AGI limitations.  
 
Applicable annual limitations for person or legal entity, years 2009-2013:  
 
Commodity Programs:    Counter Cyclical and ACRE payments  $65,000  

Direct payments    $40,000  
Conservation Programs:   CRP annual rental    $50,000  

EQIP (all years 2009-2012)   $300,000  
GRP      $50,000  
WHIP      $50,000  
WRP      $50,000  

Disaster Assistance Programs:   ELAP/LFP/LIP/SURE    $100,000  
NAP      $100,000  

LDP/MAL          No Limits 



 
Farm Reconstitutions 

 
In program terminology, farms are constituted to group all tracts having the same owner and the same operator under 
one farm serial number.  When changes in ownership or operation take place, a farm reconstitution is necessary.  The 
reconstitution — or recon — is the process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based on the farming 
operation. The following are the different methods used when doing a farm recon: 
  
Estate Method — the division of bases, allotments and quotas for a parent farm among heirs in settling an estate; 
Designation of Landowner Method — may be used when (1) part of a farm is sold or ownership is transferred; (2) an 
entire farm is sold to two or more persons; (3) farm ownership is transferred to two or more persons; (4) part of a tract 
is sold or ownership is transferred; (5) a tract is sold to two or more persons; or (6) tract ownership is transferred to two 
or more persons. In order to use this method the land sold must have been owned for at least three years, or a waiver 
granted, and the buyer and seller must sign a Memorandum of Understanding; 
DCP Cropland Method — the division of bases in the same proportion that the DCP cropland for each resulting tract 
relates to the DCP cropland on the parent tract; 
Default Method — the division of bases for a parent farm with each tract maintaining the bases attributed to the tract 
level when the reconstitution is initiated in the system. 

  
If payments have already been issued on a particular farm, the reconstitution will be effective for the next year, unless 
the payments are refunded.  Request for recons should be filed by June 1. 

 
Spousal Signatures 

 
Husbands and wives can sign FSA and CCC program documents on behalf of each other for programs in which either has 
an interest, unless written notification denying a spouse this authority has been provided to the County Office.   
  
However, spouses may not grant Power of Attorney or sign certain Farm Loan Program, Farm Storage Facility Loan, 
eligibility, or claim settlement documents for each other.  Spouses may not sign on behalf of the other as an authorized 
signatory for partnerships, joint ventures, corporations, or other similar entities. 
 
USDA Announces Hispanic and Women Farmer and Rancher Claims Period Now 
 
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack has announced that Hispanic and women farmers and ranchers who allege 
discrimination by the USDA in past decades can file claims between September 24, 2012 and March 25, 2013.  
The process offers a voluntary alternative to litigation for each Hispanic or female farmer and rancher who can prove 
that USDA denied their applications for loan or loan servicing assistance for discriminatory reasons for certain time 
periods between 1981 and 2000.   As announced in February 2011, the voluntary claims process will make available at 
least $1.33 billion for cash awards and tax relief payments, plus up to $160 million in farm debt relief, to eligible Hispanic 
and women farmers and ranchers. There are no filing fees to participate in the program.  The Department will continue 
reaching out to potential Hispanic and female claimants, around the country to get the word out to individuals who may 
be eligible for this program so they have the opportunity to participate.  Call center representatives can be reached at 1-
888-508-4429. Claimants must register for a claims package (by calling the number or visiting the website) and the 
claims package will be mailed to claimants. All those interested in learning more or receiving information about the 
claims process and claims packages are encouraged to attend meetings in your communities about the claims process 
and contact the website or claims telephone number.  
Website: www.farmerclaims.gov  
Phone: 1-888-508-4429  
Claims Period: September 24, 2012 - March 25, 2013.  
Independent legal services companies will administer the claims process and adjudicate the claims. Although there are 
no filing fees to participate and a lawyer is not required to participate in the claims process, persons seeking legal advice 
may contact a lawyer or other legal services provider. 
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Important Dates to Remember 
January 31 Deadline to apply for 2012 LDPs on Wool, Mohair, & Unshorn Pelts  
February 18 George Washington, Holiday – Office Closed 
March 25 Deadline to file for Hispanic and Women Farmer and Rancher Claims 
Anytime Apply for Farm Storage Facility Loan 

Within 15 days of noticing a loss file CCC - 576 NAP Notice of Loss 
 

              

Receive the Newsletter via Email 
 Due to the tight budget situation county offices are facing, we would like to provide newsletters and reminders via 
email to cut postage costs.  If you regularly check your email and would like to get updates electronically please contact 
the office by telephone 307-886-9001 or by email at dee.harbach@wy.usda.gov to make your request.  Thank you for 
your support in this cost-saving effort! 
  

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of  race, 
color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual 
orientation, political beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any 
public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means 
for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 
720-2600 (voice and TDD).  
 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant  Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for 
Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 
(English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 
(Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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