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NEWSLETTER

2013 DCP and ACRE Signup

2013 DCP and ACRE signup is underway! Signup began February 19, 2013 and will end on
August 2, 2013 for DCP and June 3, 2013 for ACRE. The 2013 DCP and ACRE program
provisions are unchanged from 2012, except that all eligible participants in 2013 may
choose to enroll in either DCP or ACRE for the 2013 crop year.

Advance payments are not authorized.

General CRP Signup 45

General Signup for the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) will be held from May 20, 2013
to June 14, 2013. During the signup period, farmers and ranchers may offer eligible land for
CRP's competitive general signup at the local office.

CRP is a voluntary program that assists farmers, ranchers and other agricultural producers
to use their environmentally sensitive land for conservation benefits. Producers enrolling
in CRP plant long-term, resource-conserving covers in exchange for rental payments, cost-
share, and technical assistance. Contracts range from 10 to 15 years and are designed to
improve the nation’s natural resources.

Land currently not enrolled in CRP may be offered in this signup provided all eligibility
requirements are met. Additionally, current CRP participants with contracts expiring this
fall may make new contract offers. Contracts awarded under this signup are scheduled to
become effective Oct. 1, 2013.

If you are interested in enrolling your eligible cropland into the Conservation Reserve
Program please contact the Lincoln County FSA Office at 307-886-9001 for an appointment.

Continuous CRP Signup 44

Signup for the Continuous Conservation Reserve Program (CCRP) will be held from May 13,
2013 to September 30, 2013. Environmentally sensitive land devoted to certain
conservation practices may be enrolled in CRP under continuous sign-up. Offers are
automatically accepted provided the land and producer meet certain eligibility
requirements. Continuous sign-up offers are not subject to competitive bidding.
Continuous sign-up contracts are 10 to 15 years in duration and the producer receives
annual payments and cost-share payments for expenses associated with establishing the
practice.

Land currently not enrolled in CRP may be offered in this signup provided all eligibility
requirements are met. Additionally, current CRP participants with contracts expiring this
fall may make new contract offers.

If you are interested in enrolling into the Conservation Reserve Program please contact the
Lincoln County FSA Office at 307-886-9001 for an appointment.


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing

CRP Reminder

Producers with Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) contracts are reminded that it is YOUR responsibility to establish
cover and control the weeds (including Thistles) on your CRP acreage. These measures must be accomplished according
to NRCS standards and specifications.

Grazing by livestock is strictly forbidden. It is your responsibility to keep all livestock off your contract acreage.

2013 Acreage Reports

Crop reporting is here and the deadline to file is July 15™. We will be using the appointment system again this year. We
will be sending postcards with a date and time scheduled for your appointment, if the date and time isn’t suitable for
your schedule, please call the office to reschedule. In addition we will have staff at the Cokeville Town Hall for crop
reporting this year on June 11" through June 13" from 8am to 3pm. During these appointments we will be completing
crop reporting, 2013 Eligibility forms, and NAP crop production report.

Filing an accurate acreage report for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage and prevented planting acreage,
can prevent the loss of benefits for a variety of programs. Failed acreage must be reported within 15 days of the
disaster event and before disposition of the crop. Prevented planting must be reported no later than 15 days after the
final planting date.

Weed, Wind and Water Protection

All producers participating in the 2013 Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) or (ACRE) are reminded of the
requirement that all base acres must be protected from wind and water erosion and the propagation of weeds.

Approved vegetative covers include annual, biennial or perennial grasses and legumes. The cover must be sufficient to
keep soil losses within acceptable limits. Additional measures including plant residue and volunteer stands are approved
under specific circumstances.

Weed growth on base acres must be controlled to prevent the spread of weeds. Control practices may include
mechanical and/or chemical measures. Control measures must be implemented timely to achieve the most effective
control of weed growth.

Reporting Crop Losses for NAP

For those of you with a NAP crop policy — you are reminded that if you suffer a crop loss, you must complete a Notice of
Loss form (CCC-576) with this office no later than 15 calendar days after the disaster occurrence (such as hail, flood, etc.)
or from the date that damage to the specific crop acreage is apparent. A Notice of Loss must be provided for each
weather related event or adverse natural occurrence that causes damage to or loss of the specific crop or commodity. A
timely filed Notice of Loss is required on all crops, including grasses. When a loss is sustained an appraisal should be
completed by FSA personnel. This appraisal must be done BEFORE grazing occurs or before the land is put to another
use! Without an appraisal you are going to suffer with a reduced annual yield (your payments are calculated based off a
50% loss from your average annual yields, accurate yields are essential for you to get the most out of your NAP
coverage) as well as the ineligibility of those acres for the current year’s loss.

2012 NAP Production Records

All NAP producers that had coverage on mechanically harvested crops in 2012, now is the time to submit production
evidence for your 2012 crops. Submitting production evidence for harvested crops, such as bale counts and weights are
necessary to maintain accurate yields for coverage. Accurate yields are essential in calculating payments for losses.
Failure to provide accurate production evidence almost has negative impacts on your coverage!



Irrigation Energy Efficiency Assessments

Star Valley Conservation District (SVCD) in association with Lower Valley Energy (LVE) is offering a free energy
efficiency assessment to local irrigators. The assessment will determine how much energy you are using and how much
energy (and money) you could save by upgrading your system. Cash incentives to upgrade irrigation system
components and farm lighting are available through Lower Valley Energy. To qualify for the energy efficiency
assessment the landowner must have an irrigation account with Lower Valley Energy. For more information about the
program contact Brenda Ashworth at (307) 885-7823 or Wid Ritchie at (307) 885-6122.

FSA COC Nomination Deadline

County committee members play a crucial role in helping the county office staff implement the Farm Bill Programs.
Right now, producers can have an impact on the election of the county committee by nominating eligible candidates by
the August 1, 2013 deadline. This year the committee election will be held for the Local Administrative Area 2, the
Afton area, currently represented by Blair Hillstead.

A list of persons who are eligible to run for the county committee is available from this office. If you wish to run or want
to nominate a fellow producer for the county committee, please contact this office for a nomination form (FSA-669A),
also available online at http://www.fsa.usda.gov.

FSA county committee members make decisions on disaster and conservation programs, emergency programs,
commodity price support loan programs and other important agricultural issues. Members serve three-year terms.

Farm Storage Facility Loans

Low cost loans for storage facilities are available to build or remodel farm storage facilities for a variety of commodities,
including barley, oats, wheat, hay, and renewable biomass. Farm Storage Facility Loans are available for the purchase
and installation of eligible storage facilities, permanently affixed drying and handling equipment or the remodeling of
existing facilities. Eligible facilities include but are not limited to: new conventional-type cribs or bins and new or
remanufactured oxygen-limiting and other upright silo-type structures.

The terms for loan amounts are as follows:
¢ $100,000 or less the term is 7 years only
¢ $100,000.01 to $250,000, the borrower can specify 7 or 10 years
¢ $250,000.01 to $500,000, the borrower can specify 7, 10, or 12 years

To be eligible for a Farm Storage Facility Loan, the borrower must:
e be a producer of a facility loan commodity
e demonstrate a need for increased storage capacity
e show the ability to repay FSFL through the financial analysis process
e meet all other eligibility requirements.

All Farm Storage Facility Loans are secured by a promissory note and security agreement. The maximum amount that
may be borrowed is 85 percent of the net cost of the storage or handling equipment, up to $500,000 for each borrower.
A minimum down payment is also required and multi-peril crop insurance coverage for all crops. The interest rate
changes monthly so please contact our office.


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
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Important Dates to Remember

May 27 Memorial Day Holiday — Office Closed
May 31 Loan/LDP Deadline for Feed Grains

June 3 Deadline for ACRE Signup

June 7 Deadline for 2011 SURE Signup

June 14 Deadline for General CRP Signup

July 4 Independence Day Holiday — Office Closed
July 15 Crop Reporting Deadline

August 1 Deadline to for COC Nomination

August 2 Deadline for DCP Signup

Anytime Apply for Farm Storage Facility Loan

Within 15 days of noticing a loss file CCC - 576 NAP Notice of Loss

Receive the Newsletter via Email

Due to the tight budget situation county offices are facing, we are providing more information via email and less
newsletters are being mailed to producers. Providing an email address is the best way to stay abreast program changes
and updates. If you regularly check your email and would like to get updates electronically please contact the office by
telephone 307-886-9001 or by email at dee.harbach@wy.usda.gov to make your request.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees, and applicants for
employment on the bases of race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where
applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual's
income is derived from any public assistance program, or protected genetic information in employment or in any program or
activity conducted or funded by the Department. (Not all prohibited bases will apply to all programs and/or employment
activities.

If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form,
found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request
the form. You may also write a letter containing all of the information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint
form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or e-mail at program.intake@usda.gov.
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