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 Recently, I have had quite a few producers asking me about our Noninsured Crop 
Disaster Assistance Program, or as we like to call it, NAP.  Therefore, I would like to take 
some time during this newsletter to discuss the issue and clarify the NAP program. 

The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) works just like a 
catastrophic coverage insurance policy.  We offer coverage for a variety of crops that are not 
covered by private insurance.  The two types of policies that we deal with most often are 
pasture coverage and hay coverage; both are available in Natrona and Converse Counties.  
Each type costs $250 each but works very differently.  

Pasture coverage is a group policy in that no one producer can suffer a loss without 
the entire county suffering a loss in most cases.  Pasture loss is set by the County Committee 
based off of two independent assessments of the grazing loss throughout the county.  Once 
the County loss has been established, all policies are paid according to the established 
County Average Loss. 

Each producer is responsible for completing the following paperwork in order to 
receive an indemnity: 

  
1. Complete your Application for Coverage no later than December 1st. 
2. File a Crop Report no later than July 1st. 
3. Complete a Notice of Loss no later than 15 days after a loss is apparent. 
4. Complete an Application for Payment no later than July 1st of the following 

year.  
 

Hay coverage is very similar to your private insurance coverage.  If a producer has 
a hay policy, that producer is required to provide the FSA office with their hay production in 
order to establish their Actual Production History.  A producer can provide us with official 
records such as a weight receipt.  However, we understand that most of our hay producers 
feed their hay to their livestock during the winter.  In these cases, please provide us with any 
documentation that depicts your bale count.  Any record that would not be considered 
“official” requires County Committee concurrence. 

Hay loss is determined by the amount of hay cut or would have been cut if 
harvested compared to the producers Actual Production History. 

If you suffer a loss and do NOT mechanically harvest your hay, we require an 
onsite appraisal of your hay in order to determine your production.  If you plan on grazing 

your hay, an appraisal will need to be completed prior to grazing.  If this cannot be accomplished prior to your need 
for grazing, you may fence out specific samples to be appraised at a later date.  Failure to have your hay ground 
appraised will result in your hay policy being converted to a grazing policy.  A hay policy will pay significantly 
better than a grazing policy depending on your Actual Production History.  Additionally, you are required to have 
cut your hay in 3 of the last 5 years in order to be eligible for hay coverage instead of a grazing coverage. 

Each producer of hay is responsible for completing the following paperwork in order to receive an 
indemnity. 

 
1. Complete your Application for Coverage no later than December 1st for perennial crops and 

April 1st for spring seeded crops. 
2. File a crop report no later than July 1st. 
3. Provide the FSA office with your past years production evidence no later than July 1st and sign 

your Approved Yield. 
4. Complete a Notice of Loss no later than 15 days after a loss is apparent. 
5. Complete an Application for Payment no later than July 1st of the following year. 
 

James R. Neill, County Executive Director 
Natrona/Converse Farm Service Agency 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/


 
Crop Reporting 

 
 In the past, this office has traditionally mailed out crop reports with your acreage information.  We will 
NOT be mailing out crop reports this year.  I am sorry if this poses an inconvenience for anyone.  We are not able to 
mail out crop reports this year because your acreage may have changed from last year.  We need everyone to stop by 
the office and verify our Farm Records in order to determine the accuracy of our Farm Records before we are able to 
create a crop report for you.  I encourage everyone that needs to create a crop report to call this office at 1-866-596-
4478 and set up an appointment to have this completed.   
 Those producers that have Noninsurable Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage for 2009 are 
required to create a crop report.  Producers that wish to participate in or are currently participating in the following 
programs are required to submit a crop report: Direct and Countercyclical Program (DCP), Livestock Forage 
Disaster Program (LFP), Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program (SURE), Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) and Grassland Reserve Program (GRP). 
 This process will take longer this year, because of the acreage verification process.  So, in order to prevent 
you from waiting, please set up an appointment.  If you do not have any annual crops, please call us right away and 
set up an appointment.  Because of the changes in Farm Records, the information on your crop report will come 
directly from our digitized maps.  You may remember this office mailing out information about changes to your 
acres.  If you have not stopped by the office to ensure that your information is correct, I would encourage everyone 
to do so.  
 The deadline for submitting your crop report is July 1, 2009.  If you do not complete a crop report by this 
time and are required to do so, you will be assessed a late file fee. 
 

DCP Signup Continues 
 

Signup for the 2009 Direct and Counter-cyclical Payment (DCP) Program continues until June 1, 2009.  
The June 1, 2009 deadline is mandatory for all participants. FSA will not accept any late-filed applications. 

FSA computes DCP Program payments using base acres and payment yields established for each farm.  
Eligible producers receive direct payments at rates established by statute regardless of market prices.  For 2009, you 
may request to receive advance direct payments based on 22 percent of the direct payment for each commodity 
associated with the farm.  FSA will issue advance direct payments later this month. Counter-cyclical payment rates 
vary depending on market prices and are issued only when the effective price for a commodity is statutorily set 
below its target price.   

The electronic DCP (or eDCP) service will save you time, reduce paperwork and speed up contract 
processing at FSA offices.  It is available to anyone eligible to participate in the DCP Program.  To access this on-
line service, you must have an active USDA eAuthentication Level 2 account, which requires filling out an online 
registration form at http://www.eauth.egov.usda.gov followed by a visit to the local USDA Service Center for 
identity verification. 
 Producers eligible for the DCP Program are also able to enroll in the Average Crop Revenue Election 
(ACRE) Program or the Counter-cyclical Program. The enrollment period for the ACRE Program will begin in the 
spring.  You may first enroll in the DCP Program, receive advance direct payments and then later modify your 
enrollment to the ACRE program or you may wait and elect to enroll in DCP and ACRE at the same time in spring 
2009. 

 
Loan Deficiency Program (LDP) 

 
 As of January 1st, 2009, the FSA office is accepting the CCC-633EZ form.  This form is an intent to 
participate in LDP or Marketing Assistance Loans (MAL) for the 2009 crop year.  All producers are required to 
complete this form before beneficial interest is lost.  This office will be mailing out this form to our producers that 
have participated in the past.  
 

Livestock Indemnity Program 
 

The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) is designed to compensate producers for livestock death losses in 
excess of normal mortality rates due to adverse weather that occurred on or after January 1, 2008, and before 
October 1, 2011.  Producers who had livestock deaths due to adverse weather conditions should document these 
losses as to the kind, weight range, number of livestock, and the date the animals were lost.  Producers must have 
proof of death of livestock by the following means: 
 

 Rendering truck receipts or certificates  
 Veterinary records  



 
 Dairy herd improvement records  
 Third-party verification  

 
The third party must certify in writing their name, address, telephone number, affiliation of the third party to the 

participant, details of knowledge of livestock deaths, and the number and kinds of livestock.  The third party may 
not be someone who is affiliated with the operator, such as a hired hand, or family member.  Producers should also 
document the loss by taking photos of the animal, keep veterinary records, record disposal costs and secure third-
party verification. 

At this time, the forms and procedure for taking loss applications are not yet available at your county FSA 
office.  Maintaining records of your losses is important in order to be eligible if program funding becomes available. 
 

Farm Reconstitutions 
 

If you have sold land or purchased additional farm land, the FSA needs to conduct a Farm Reconstitution in 
order to better serve you.  If you are confused by the information on your crop report, we may be able to organize 
your farm records in a way that is understandable.  Ideally, we would like all land that is operated under the same 
owner to be categorized as one farm.  If we can organize our records in a manner that will help you report your 
acres, please stop by and review your farm records 
 

Continuous CRP Available 
 

          At this time USDA has no general signups scheduled for the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) in 
2009.  However, Continuous CRP will still be eligible for enrollment.  These targeted programs remain funded, and 
continue to provide a heightened environmental benefit on select areas. 

Sodbuster, Swampbuster 

Most Farm Service Agency programs require compliance with sodbuster and swampbuster provisions. 
These provisions require producers to follow an approved conservation system on all highly erodible land planted to 
an annual crop as determined by the Natural Resources Conservation Service. 

Be sure to have determinations made on any new land you plan to plant to annual crops. If you plan to plant 
a different crop on your current cropland, check with NRCS to assure the new crop will qualify under your 
conservation system. 

Swampbuster provisions state that converting a wetland to make possible the planting of a crop will result 
in the loss of all USDA benefits. To avoid this possibility it is strongly recommended that producers check with 
NRCS before starting to work in the fields. 
 

Notes from Natural Resources Conservation Service 
 

 Spring is on the way and many of you are starting to think about conservation practices that could be 
installed on your land.  Now is the time to be thinking about improvements to rangeland and cropland. Summer is 
the best time to complete a field visit and develop a plan for upcoming funding periods. The more time NRCS has to 
develop a conservation plan and work with you, the better we can address your concerns.  
 If you are interested in creating habitat for wildlife, Brian Jensen, a habitat biologist for the Wyoming 
Game and Fish, assists NRCS in this office with these types of requests. There are many opportunities available to 
increase mule deer and sage grouse habitat.  
 If you are interested in soils information for your farm or ranch, please stop by and I will demonstrate the 
Web Soil Survey. This is an internet soil survey database containing maps with the ortho background and soil lines. 
All the information found in the published soil survey such as soil descriptions, rangeland productivity and 
windbreak suitability are available online.  

If you have a resource concern and would like someone to complete a field visit to offer options and 
recommendations, please stop by the office or call (307) 261-5436 x. 3.  

 
 

       Mary Schrader, District Conservationist 
Casper FO,  NRCS 
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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
 
March 16 –   Last day to purchase NAP coverage for spring seeded crops 
 
May 25 –   Memorial Day   (Office Closed) 
 
June 1 –   Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program Sign-up Deadline 
 
July 1 -    Crop Reporting Deadline 
 
 
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, 
genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance 
program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for 
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-
2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C.  20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer. 
 
Special Accommodations will be made for the physically handicapped, vision- or hearing-impaired person upon request.  If 
accommodations are required, please call Peggy Livingston, CED at (307)746-2701. 


