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FSA Announces Livestock Indemnity Program Sign-up 

 

 Following the blizzards in March, I have received a lot of interest in 
the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP).  However, my information available 
had been slight as the administrators in Washington, D.C. continued to work 
out the rules.  Now, I am pleased to announce that the FSA will begin 
accepting applications for the Livestock Indemnity Program starting July 
13th, 2009.           
 If you are unfamiliar with the Livestock Indemnity Program, LIP 
provides compensation to livestock owners that suffered a livestock loss due 
to a natural disaster.  The Farm Service Agency will pay livestock owners 
75% of the market value for livestock killed as a result of a natural disaster 
above and beyond the normal mortality rate.                                                                             
 This program extends to eligible losses suffered from January 1st, 
2008 through July 12th, 2009.  The deadline for submitting an application is 
September 13th, 2009.  All other losses incurred after July 13th, 2009 are 
required to be submitted no later than 30 days after the loss is apparent.            
 Eligible natural disasters include but are not limited to: Floods, 
Blizzards, Wildfires, Extreme Heat, Extreme Cold, Tornado, and Lightning.  
This also includes disease directly related to or exacerbated by an eligible 
adverse weather event.       
 Eligible livestock include but are not limited to: Adult/non-adult 
dairy cattle, Adult/non-adult beef cattle, Equine, Sheep, Goats, and Poultry.  
Livestock must be maintained for commercial use as part of a ranching 
operation.         

 If you are a livestock owner who has suffered a loss due to adverse weather, please stop 
by the office and complete an application.  Important: You will be required to provide 
verifiable evidence as to your livestock inventory before the adverse weather.  Verifiable 
evidence would include Veterinarian Records, Sales receipts, Branding Inspections, Inventory 
Records for Tax Purposes, Chattel appraisals, Tax records, etc.   Additionally, you will be 
required to provide verifiable evidence of the loss.  This would include: Veterinarian records, 
Rendering truck receipts, etc.  If verifiable records are unavailable, you may provide reliable 
records such as branding records, dated pictures, contemporaneous records or other similar 
reliable documents.  If you are still unable to provide records, you submit a third party 
verification form certified in writing on a FSA-926.  This is the only form that will be used for 
third party verification.  You may request this form from the County FSA Office.  If you have 
any questions about verifiable and reliable records, please contact the FSA Office. 

James R. Neill 

County Executive Director, FSA 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/


 

Non-insurable Disaster Assistance and Risk Management 

It is time for farmers and ranchers to think about insurance coverage for 2010.  The 2008 Farm 
Bill requires producers to have some type of insurance on their commodities to be eligible for 
most disaster assistance programs.  Non-insurable Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) is 
available for most crops that are not insurable.  This also includes pasture in both Natrona and 
Converse Counties.  The sign up deadline for NAP in December 1st, 2009 for perennial crops 
such as pasture and March 15th, 2010 for spring seeded crops. The associated cost for NAP is 
$250 per crop per county.  This means that a rancher can pay $250 and insure all acres of 
pastures administered in a county for 2010.  If you sign up for NAP, you are required to 
complete an Acreage Report no later than July 1st of the crop year.  If you have NAP for forage 
crops, you are required to report production no later than July 1st of the following crop year and 
maintain your yield. 

 

FSA COC Nomination Deadline 

County committee members play a crucial role in helping the county office staff implement the 
Farm Bill Programs.  Right now, producers can have an impact on the election of the county 
committee by nominating eligible candidates by the August 3, 2009, deadline. Currently the 
North Natrona County Local Administrative Area is open for election this year.  Mary Owens is 
currently the elected committee member and is unable to run for reelection.  If you would like to 
run for the FSA County Committee and live in North Natrona County, please get your 
nomination form to the Natrona/Converse County Office by August 3rd, 2009. 

To become a nominee, eligible individuals must complete and sign form FSA-669A.  The form 
and other valuable information about FSA county committee elections are available online at: 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov; click on News & Events, then County Committee Elections.  
Nomination forms for the 2009 election must be postmarked or received in the local USDA 
Service Center by close of business on Aug. 3, 2009. 

 FSA county committee members make decisions on disaster and conservation programs, 
emergency programs, commodity price support loan programs and other important agricultural 
issues. Members serve three-year terms.  Nationwide, there are more than 7,800 farmers and 
ranchers serving on FSA county committees.  The Natrona/Converse County Office has five 
committee members 

FSA will mail ballots to producers beginning Nov. 6, 2009.  The completed ballots are due back 
at the local county office by Dec. 7, 2009 either via mail or in person.  
 

DCP & ACRE Signup Deadline 

Signup for the 2009 Direct and Counter-cyclical Payment (DCP) Program has been extended 
until August 14, 2009.  Signup in the ACRE option is also available through August 14, 2009. 
FSA will not accept any late-filed applications.   

FSA computes DCP Program payments using base acres and payment yields established for each 
farm.  Eligible producers receive direct payments at rates established by statute regardless of 
market prices.  For 2009, you may request to receive advance direct payments based on 22 
percent of the direct payment for each commodity associated with the farm.  Counter-cyclical 
payment rates vary depending on market prices and are issued only when the effective price for a 
commodity is statutorily set below its target price. 

The new ACRE Program is an option for eligible DCP farms that allows participants to receive 
additional payments based on crop revenue reductions instead of only low national prices.  

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/


 
Revenue considers both yields and prices, so the reductions can be attributed to low yields and/or 
low prices.  If you are interested in ACRE, please stop by the County FSA office and we will be 
glad to provide you with more information about how ACRE works. 

 

Crop Reporting Deadline 

The certification form FSA-578, Report of Acreage, must account for all cropland on a farm, 
whether idle or planted. In Wyoming, the producer certification deadline for all crops is July 1, 
2009.  However, the Crop Reporting deadline for 2009 has been extended until August 14th, 2009. 

The annual requirement of reporting to the FSA office can be referred to as crop reporting, acreage 
reporting, or crop certification.  Filing an accurate and timely report for all crops and land uses, 
including failed acreage, can prevent loss of benefits for a variety of Farm Service Agency 
programs. All cropland on the farm must be reported to receive benefits from the Direct and 
Counter-cyclical Program, marketing assistance loans and Loan Deficiency Payments. 
 
 

Foreign Landowner Notification 

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S. 
agricultural land to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. The Farm Service Agency 
administers this program for USDA. 

Foreign persons who have purchased or sold agricultural land in the county are required to report 
the transaction to FSA within 90 days of the closing.  Failure to submit the AFIDA form could 
result in civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair market value of the property.  

County government offices, real estate agents, attorneys and others involved in real estate 
transactions are reminded to notify foreign investors of these reporting requirements. 

 

FSA Farm Loans 

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers loans for farmers and ranchers to purchase farmland and 
finance agricultural operations. FSA loan programs are designed to help producers who are 
temporarily unable to obtain private or commercial credit elsewhere. In many cases, applicants 
are beginning farmers who have insufficient net worth to qualify for financing through a 
commercial lender.  In other instances, borrowers may have suffered setbacks from natural 
disasters or may have limited resources.  Farm ownership loans or farm operating loans may be 
obtained as direct loans for a maximum of up to $300,000. Guaranteed loans can reach a 
maximum indebtedness of $1,094,000.  Emergency loans are always direct loans for farmers 
who may have suffered physical or production losses in disaster areas designated by a 
Presidential or Secretarial disaster declaration.  Rural Youth Loans, Loans to Beginning Farmers 
and loans for socially disadvantaged applicants are also available through FSA.  

For details on loan eligibility or available loan programs, contact the county office staff for an 
appointment with a farm loan officer. 
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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
 
Aug 14 –   Crop reporting deadline – DCP/ACRE sign-up deadline 
 
Sept 7 –   Labor Day   (Office Closed) 
 
Sept 13 –   Livestock Indemnity Program Sign-up Deadline for losses incurred 
                                            from January 1st, 2008 through July 12th, 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, 
genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance 
program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for 
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-
2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C.  20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer. 
 
Special Accommodations will be made for the physically handicapped, vision- or hearing-impaired person upon request.  If 
accommodations are required, please call Peggy Livingston, CED at (307)746-2701. 


