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Emergency Conservation Program 

     Converse and Natrona Counties have been approved to conduct Emergency 
Conservation Program (ECP) signups.  We are accepting applications to cost share livestock 
water enhancement measures to permit grazing of pastures where existing watering 
facilities have gone dry or are not producing sufficient water, due to the drought. This 
includes wells, tanks, pipelines, solar panels and water hauling.   This program works best if 
you will come to the office and make an application before starting the practice.   
      Cost share on water hauling is based on the distance and the number of cows.  These 
applications can be applied for even if you started hauling water back in May.  If you are 
drilling a well, be sure to make an application with the State of Wyoming, before drilling, 
and follow all their specifications.  We cannot cost share on any practices if they are not 
made to NRCS specs.  Permanent practices must be maintained for at least 10 years or 
refunds will be required. 
    Converse County has also been approved to provide cost share assistance for producers 
who need to replace fences, water tanks or storage tanks and above ground pipelines that 
were destroyed by the fires we’ve experienced this summer.  The cost share rate is from 60 
percent to 100 percent, depending on the age of the fence and how well it has been 
maintained.   
   Funds have become available, and applications will be reviewed and prioritized by the 
FSA County Committee in October.  The signup period ends Sept. 30, 2012.  Please contact 
the Natrona/Converse County Office at 307-261-5436 if you have concerns or questions 
about losses. 
 

CRP Highly Erodible Iniciative 
     A continuous signup for the new Highly Erodible Land Initiative under CRP is underway.   
Wyoming has been allocated 1800 acres to enroll in this special CRP program. Offers will be 

accepted until either the state acreage limit is reached or Sept. 30, 2012. The initiative will accept offers on land 
currently being cropped which meets history requirements and which have an Erosion Index (EI) greater than or 
equal to 20.  Both counties have many fields that would meet the EI thru wind erosion.  If you have a field you 
would like to put back to permanent cover, with cost share, and ten years payment of around $20 per acre, this 
program might be for you.   Existing grass stands that are NOT currently in CRP are NOT eligible.  Contact this 
office if you have land you might like to enroll. 
 

November 15 Acreage Reports for 2013 Crops 
     Acreage reporting deadlines have changed for the 2013 crop year. Perennial forage crops (range, grass, 
alfalfa, etc.) fall wheat and any other Fall-seeded small grain is Nov. 15, 2012. Established alfalfa seed, and fall 
alfalfa seed is Jan. 15, 2013. The acreage reporting deadline for all other 2013 spring seeded crops is July 15, 
2013.  We would like to take your crop report at the same time you purchase your NAP insurance.  If you could 
let us know beforehand, we could save you an extra trip to town and kill two birds with one stone. The new 
Production Reporting Deadline for 2012 NAP production and subsequent years is also Nov. 15th for perennial 
and fall seeded crops including forage crops, to establish an actual production history (APH). 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/


 
 

Purchasing NAP Coverage for the 2013 Crop Year 
     The  Non-Insured Assistance Program (NAP) application deadline for biennial and perennial forage crops, 
regardless of intended use, is Dec. 1, 2012. This includes all crops intended for hay or grazing and Grass Varieties 
for Seed and Honey coverage.  The application fee is $250 per crop/pay type .  Covered crops are those crops for 
which RMA crop insurance is not offered. This coverage is only for losses in excess of 50% of the normal yield 
but we certainly have had a lot that in 2012.  NAP is designed to reduce financial losses that occur when natural 
disasters cause catastrophic loss of production, and could also be an eligibility requirement for any forthcoming 
disaster programs.    
     Producers who had coverage on 2012 NAP crops may continue coverage on the same crop(s) for 2013 by 
paying the applicable fee, but are not required to sign the new form.   We encourage you to purchase your NAP 
coverage at the same time you file your 2013 crop report, before November 15.    
     April 1, 2013 is the deadline to purchase a NAP policy on spring planted crops for forage or grazing; such as 
HRS Spring Wheat – which includes HRW Winter Wheat (if winterkill coverage is not desired), Barley, Beans, 
Corn, Millet, Oats, Peas, Rye, Sorghum, Soybeans, Triticale, etc.  
 

Emergency Loan Program 
     The Emergency Loan Program provides 2.25 percent loans to help producers recover from production and 
physical losses due to drought and other natural disasters.  Converse and Natrona producers are eligible due to 
the Wyoming Disaster Declaration.  Eligibility requirements must be met, including being unable to receive 
credit elsewhere.  Call Dave Lengel at 307-358-5719 for more information. 
 

IRS Reporting Changes to IRS Form 1099-G and 1099-MISC 
     Beginning with calendar year 2012 IRS reporting, Kansas City will not generate and mail IRS Form 1099-G 
and/or IRS Form 1099-MISC to producers if the total of reportable payments for each tax identification number 
is less than $600.  However, if voluntary withholding or backup (involuntary) withholding was withheld from a 
payment and total payments are less than $600, then the appropriate IRS 1099 form will be issued. 
     Beginning with calendar year 2012 IRS reporting, Kansas City will also be issuing one IRS Form 1099-G and/or 
one IRS Form 1099-MISC to each multi-county producer whose total reportable payments for each tax 
identification number are equal to or greater than $600.  Multi-county producer IRS forms will use the 
producer’s mailing address associated with the 
lowest State number and then the lowest county number within that State identified as receiving payments for 
the reportable calendar year. The Kansas City address will be used as the return address on the IRS forms. 

 
Instant News and Updates From FSA  

     We would like you to try a new option to receive this newsletter and other news, information, deadlines and 
bulletins.  This new tool is called “GovDelivery” and is now available from the USDA / FSA. Just open the FSA 
home page at www.fsa.usda.gov and click on the E-MAIL UPDATES icon where you can select your subscription 
preferences.  Sign up now to receive information faster and reduce printing and mailing costs. 
 

Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) Reminders  
A Notice of Loss, CCC-576, must be filed for crop losses within 15 days of the loss event or whenever the loss 
becomes apparent. Losses not reported timely could result in a loss of eligibility for payment.  NAP producers 
must  file a Notice of Loss on grazing acres before November 1, or it will not be considered timely filed.  We 
believe payments on grazing acres will be made this year and hope to have them out  by the end of October. 

 
BEGINNING & LIMITED RESOURCE LOANS 

    FSA has a program to assist beginning farmers and or members of socially disadvantaged groups to finance 
agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible  



 
applicants through either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who: 

• Has operated a farm for not more that 10 years 
• Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm 
• Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management 

program sponsored by FSA 
• Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s median size. 

  Each member of an entity must meet the eligibility requirements. Loan approval is not guaranteed. Additional 
program information is available at the local USDA Service Center or visit www.fsa.usda.gov and 
www.nrcs.usda.gov 
 

Natural Resource Conservation Service 
NRCS is currently taking applications for the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), Wildlife Habitat 
Incentives Program (WHIP), Grassland Reserve Program (GRP), and Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP). 
 Applications received at the NRCS field office tentatively by November 1, 2012, will be compiled and ranked for 
2013 funding.  Examples of projects for EQIP are livestock watering improvements, cross-fencing, and irrigation 
improvements.  EQIP and WHIP can be used to improve sage-grouse habitat by implementing changes in grazing 
management, marking fences near leks, and installing escape ramps in tanks through the Sage-grouse Initiative 
(SGI).  WRP provides assistance to protect and enhance wetlands in exchange for retiring eligible land from 
agriculture and GRP helps landowners restore and protect grasslands while maintaining the grazing rights.  Stop 
by the NRCS office for more information on any of their programs and meet the new District Conservationist, 
Kenny Wolfley.   
 

COMMODITY LOANS AVAILABLE 
We remind you of the availability of the commodity loan program. Producers do not have to participate in the 
Direct and Counter-Cyclical and/or ACRE Programs to be eligible for commodity loans.  September rates are: 
 Corn – 2.10  Barley – 1.91 & 1.94 Oats – 1.37 HR Spring Wheat – 2.65 & 2.67  
     Interest rates are minimal and the term of the loan will be end of the 9th month following disbursement.   
2012 loans on small grains can be requested through March 31, 2013 and 2012 corn/sunflower loans can be 
requested through May 31, 2013.   The grower must maintain title and control of the commodity (beneficial 
interest) while the grain is under loan.  
     Violating provisions of a marketing assistance loan may trigger administrative actions, such as assessing 
liquidated damages, calling the loan and denial of future farm-stored loans. The most common violations are 
removing or disposing of a commodity being used as loan collateral without prior authorization and providing an 
incorrect quantity certification.  For more information, contact this office. 

 
CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 

     Program participants convicted under federal or state law of any planting, cultivating, growing, producing, 
harvesting or storing a controlled substance are ineligible for program payments and benefits.  If convicted of 
one of these offenses, the program participant shall be ineligible during that crop year and the four succeeding 
crop years for direct and counter-cyclical payments, price support loans, loan deficiency payments, market loan 
gains, storage payments, farm facility loans, NAP payments or disaster payments.   
    Program participants convicted of any federal or state offense consisting of the distribution (trafficking) of a 
controlled substance shall, at the discretion of the court, be ineligible for any or all program payments and 
benefits: for up to 5 years after the first conviction; for up to 10 years after the second conviction;  and 
permanently for a third or subsequent conviction.  
Program participants convicted of federal or state offense for the possession of a controlled substance shall be 
ineligible, at the discretion of the court, for any or all program benefits, as follows: up to 1 year upon the first 
conviction and up to 5 years after a second or subsequent conviction 
 
 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/
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FARM LOAN PROGRAMS 
“Lender of First Opportunity” Farm Service Agency has farm loan programs that are designed to help farmers 
and ranchers get started and keep going! FSA farm loan programs provide assistance for eligible producers 
which include: Beginning farmers and ranchers, Rural Youths, Socially Disadvantaged producers, established 
farmers suffering setbacks and producers with Limited Resources. All loans must meet qualifying criteria to be 
eligible. Maximum loan amounts are $300,000 for Direct Farm Ownership and Operating loans; $1,119,000 for 
Guaranteed Farm Ownership and Operating loans. Youth loans are available for up to $5,000 to individual 
youths to establish and operate income producing projects of modest size in connection with their participation 
in 4-H Clubs, FFA and similar organizations. Each fiscal year the agency targets a portion of its direct and 
guaranteed loan funds to beginning and socially disadvantaged farmers. A beginning farmer is someone who has 
not operated a farm or ranch for more than 10 years. A socially disadvantaged applicant is someone who is one 
of a group whose members have been subject to racial, ethnic or gender prejudice. If you have questions 
regarding the Farm Loan Program or wish to make an 
 
/s/ Donna Sue Willey 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
       
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, 
political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited 
bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large 
print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write 
to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C.  20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or 
(202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
Special Accommodations will be made for the physically handicapped, vision- or hearing-impaired person upon request.  If accommodations 
are required, please call Sue Willey, CED at (307)261-5436. 

Selected Interest Rates for September 2012 

CCC borrowing rate 0.125% 
Farm Operating - Direct 1.125% 
Farm Ownership - Direct 3.000% 
Farm Ownership - Down Payment, 
Beginning Farmer or Rancher 1.500% 

Emergency  2.125% 
Farm Storage Facility average 1.625% 
Commodity Loans 1996-Present 1.125% 

Dates to Remember 
Sept 30 ECP and CRP Deadlines 
Nov 12 Office Closed – Veterans Day 
Nov 15 Deadline for crop reports & hay production 
Nov 22  Office Closed  - Thankgiving 
Dec 1 2013  NAP Sign Up End 
Dec 3 Deadline to submit election ballots 

Dec 10 COC Meeting to count ballots 
Anytime Farm Record Changes 


