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DCP Signup Deadline Extended 
The deadline to signup for the 2009 Direct and Counter-cyclical Payment (DCP) Program has been 
extended until August 14, 2009.   
   
Producers eligible for the DCP Program may opt to enroll in the Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) 
Program instead. The Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) program signup began April 27, 2009 and 
runs through August 14, 2009. The ACRE alternative provides eligible producers a state-level revenue 
guarantee based on the 5-year state Olympic average yield and the 2-year national average price.  
 
Commodities eligible for ACRE payments are wheat, corn, grain sorghum, barley, oats, upland cotton, 
long grain rice, medium and short grain rice, peanuts, soybeans, sunflower seed, canola, flaxseed, 
safflower, mustard seed, rapeseed, sesame seed, crambe, dry peas, lentils, small chickpeas and large 
chickpeas.  
 
The ACRE program was created to give producers an option in lieu of traditional counter-cyclical 
payments. Producers may elect and enroll in ACRE for the 2009 crop year even if they have already 
accepted advance direct payments under the Direct and Counter-cyclical Program. 

 
DCP/ACRE Compliance Reminder 

All producers participating in the 2009 Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) are reminded of the 
requirement that all DCP base acres must be protected from wind and water erosion and the propagation 
of weeds.  
 
Approved vegetative covers include annual, biennial or perennial grasses and legumes. The cover must be 
sufficient to keep soil losses within acceptable limits. Additional measures including plant residue and 
volunteer stands are approved under specific circumstances.  
 
Weed growth on the DCP base acres must be controlled to prevent the spread of weeds. Control practices 
may include mechanical and/or chemical measures. Control measures must be implemented timely to 
achieve the most effective control of weed growth. 

 
Spousal Signatures 

 Husbands and wives may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and Commodity Credit 
Corporation programs in which either has an interest. This option is automatically available unless a 
written request for exclusion is made to the county office by either spouse.  

 



Crop Reporting 
The annual, timely and accurate reporting of acres for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage, 
can prevent loss of benefits for a variety of Farm Service Agency programs. All cropland on the farm 
must be reported to receive benefits from the Direct and Counter-cyclical Program, marketing assistance 
loans and Loan Deficiency Payments.  
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acreage must be reported to receive annual rental payments. Crop 
acreage for Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) must also be reported.  
Crop reports, Form FSA-578, Report of Acreage, must account for all cropland on a farm, whether idle or 
planted. The deadline to timely report crops in Wyoming is July 1.  
Prevented Planting:  
Prevented planting needs be reported no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date.  
Failed Acreage:  
Reports of failed acreage must be filed before disposition of the crop, and producers must be able to 
establish to the satisfaction of the county committee that the crop failed and was prevented from being 
replanted through the normal planting period because of natural disaster conditions. 
 

CRP Reminder 
Producers with Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) contracts are reminded that it is your responsibility 
to establish cover and control the weeds on your CRP acreage. These measures must be accomplished 
according to NRCS standards and specifications.  
 
Grazing by livestock is not allowed unless approved by the COC under the Managed or Emergency 
Haying and Grazing Provisions. It is your responsibility to keep livestock off your contract acreage. 

 
CRP Contract Extensions  

FSA has recently announced that certain CRP Contracts that are set to expire as of September 30, 2009 
will be afforded the opportunity to extend the life of the contract by 3 or 5 years. Nationwide, there are 
approximately 3.9 million acres of CRP scheduled to expire as of 9/30/2009. A total of about 1.5 million 
of these acres will be eligible for contract extensions.  
 
All CRP participants whose contract expires in 2009 have been notified by letter if they are eligible to 
extend their contract(s) or not. If eligible, participants must file a request for extension with their local 
FSA Office. Signup for this action will run through June 30, 2009. All participants on a contract must 
agree to extend the contract before the request is approved.  
 
Again, this option only applies to contracts that are set to expire 9/30/2009. For more information, contact 
this office. 
 

Livestock Death Losses 
Final rules have not been published on the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP), created under the 2008 
Farm Bill. LIP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers who have incurred livestock death 
losses in excess of normal mortality, on or after January 1, 2008, and before October 1, 2011. Losses 
because of adverse weather, as determined by the Secretary during the calendar year, including blizzards, 
disease, extreme cold, extreme heat, floods, hurricanes, and wildfires, are eligible for LIP. There are 
currently no provisions, handbooks, etc. or official forms authorized to accept notices of death loss.  
 
FSA encourages producers to accumulate records of their losses as they occur and get as much verifiable 
documentation as possible to show proof of loss. Adequate documentation must prove the death of 
eligible livestock occurred as a direct result of an eligible adverse weather event, including the quantity 
and kind of livestock that died. Records from veterinarians, insurance documents, rendering truck 
receipts, etc. can be used as verifiable proof of death. If proof of death records is not available, reliable 
records along with verifiable beginning and ending inventory may be used as proof of death. Reliable 
records may include: brand inspection, herd improvement records, pictures, vaccination records, and 
contemporaneous records such as bank records and shearing records. Verifiable inventory records may 
include: canceled check documentation, balance sheets, and chattel inspections. Written statements from 
reliable 3rd parties (not immediate family members) will be acceptable in some instances. 

 
 



Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) Reminders 
NAP participants must report their 2008 crop production by July 1, 2009 to establish an actual production 
history (APH). If production is not reported, 65% of the T-yield will be assigned.  
 
A Notice of Loss, CCC-576, must be filed for crop losses within 15 days of the disaster event or the date 
the loss becomes apparent. Failure to report losses timely could result in a loss of eligibility for payment.  
 
Prior to grazing acreage covered by NAP for hay, you must request an appraisal to determine production. 
Grazing this acreage without an appraisal will result in a reduction in payment. 
 

Farm Reconstitutions  
If you purchase or sell property, even small acreages for home sites; lease additional ground to farm; or 
restructure you farm/ranching operation you need to let us know so that we can update your farm records.  
When changes take place, a farm reconstitution may be necessary. The reconstitution is the process of 
combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based on the farming operation. The following are the 
different methods used when doing a farm reconstitution:  

· Estate Method — the division of bases, allotments and quotas for a parent farm among heirs in 
settling an estate;  

· Designation of Landowner Method — may be used when (1) part of a farm is sold or 
ownership is transferred; (2) an entire farm is sold to two or more persons; (3) farm 
ownership is transferred to two or more persons; (4) part of a tract is sold or ownership is 
transferred; (5) a tract is sold to two or more persons; or (6) tract ownership is transferred to 
two or more persons. In order to use this method the land sold must have been owned for at 
least three years, or a waiver granted, and the buyer and seller must sign a Memorandum of 
Understanding;  

· DCP Cropland Method — the division of bases in the same proportion that the DCP cropland 
for each resulting tract relates to the DCP cropland on the parent tract;  

· Default Method — the division of bases for a parent farm with each tract maintaining the bases 
attributed to the tract level when the reconstitution is initiated in the system.  

 
If payments have already been issued on a particular farm, the reconstitution will be effective for the next 
year, unless the payments are refunded. August 1st is the deadline to request reconstitutions. 

 
Crop Insurance Compliance 

The Agricultural Risk Protection Act of 2000 requires Farm Service Agency and Risk Management 
Agency to work together to help prevent waste, fraud and abuse in the Federal Crop Insurance Program. 
To meet these requirements:  
 

FSA will assist RMA and insurance providers in monitoring crop conditions throughout the 
growing season.  
 
FSA will refer suspected cases of fraud, waste and abuse about the Federal Crop Insurance 
program to RMA.  
 
Producers may report suspected cases of fraud, waste and abuse to the local FSA office, RMA 
office or the Office of Inspector  
 
FSA will assist RMA with auditing claims.  

 
If there are discrepancies between information reported to your crop insurance agent and information 
reported to FSA, we may be contacting you to determine the reason for the difference. 

 
Controlled Substance  

Any person who is convicted under federal or state law of a controlled substance violation could be 
ineligible for USDA payments or benefits. Violations include planting, harvesting or growing a prohibited 
plant. Prohibited plants include marijuana, opium, poppies and other drug producing plants. 

 
 



COC Elections Nominations 
Producers in LAA 2 will be nominating eligible producers as candidates for election to the Niobrara 
County Farm Service Agency County Committee beginning June 15th. LAA 2 covers the southeast 
portion of the county. The deadline to submit nomination petitions is August 3rd. 
 
To hold office as a county committee member, a person must meet basic eligibility requirements. For a 
list of the requirements you may contact the office or visit the website: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA. 

 
Wool and Mohair LDPs 

 Producers who file for a Loan Deficiency Payment for their wool or mohair, must sign a CCC-633EZ 
(page 1) before they lose beneficial interest in the crop.  Producers can then submit an LDP request 
(CCC-633EZ page 2) for benefits at any time during the LDP availability period before or after losing 
beneficial interest. The crop year for wool, mohair, and unshorn pelts begins on January 1st and runs 
through December 31st.   
 

Important Dates to Remember  
June 30 Final day to request CRP Extension (if eligible) 
July 1 Final Day to Report 2009 Crops 
July 1 Final Day to Report 2008 Production for NAP 
July 3 Independence Day Holiday Observed– Office Closed 
August 1 Final date to request 2009 Reconstitution 
August 14 Final Day to Sign up for 2009 DCP Program 
Continues Farm Storage Facility Loans  
Continues  Continuous CRP Signup  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, 
disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, 
reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all 
programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) 
should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, 
Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 
 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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