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COC Nominations Open 
The County Office Committee (COC) plays a crucial role in helping the county office staff implement Farm Bill 
programs. Producers are encouraged to participate in the FSA COC election process by nominating an eligible candidate 
by Aug. 1. To become a nominee, eligible individuals must sign form FSA-669A. A nomination form is included in this 
newsletter. Nomination forms for the 2011 COC elections must be postmarked or received in the county office by close 
of business on August 1, 2011.  
 
This year the election takes place in Local Administrative Area (LAA) 1, the southwest portion of the county.  
 
Ballots will be mailed to eligible voters beginning November 4, 2011. Completed ballots must be dropped off or 
received via mail at the county office by December 5, 2011. 

 
Acreage Certification 

Time is nearing for producers to certify their 2011 acreage. Filing an accurate acreage report for all crops and land uses, 
including failed acreage and prevented planting acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits for a variety of programs. 
Failed acreage must be reported within 15 days of the disaster event and before disposition of the crop. Prevented 
planting must be reported no later than 15 days after the final planting date. Acreage reports are required for many Farm 
Service Agency programs. In Wyoming, crop acreage reports must be certified by the July 1, 2011 deadline.  

 
CRP Reminder 

Producers with Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) contracts are reminded that it is your responsibility to establish 
cover and control the weeds on your CRP acreage. These measures must be accomplished according to NRCS standards 
and specifications.  
 
Grazing by livestock is not allowed unless approved by the COC under the Managed or Emergency Haying and Grazing 
Provisions. It is your responsibility to keep livestock off your contract acreage.  

Any unapproved grazing of CRP acreage is a violation that is subject to a penalty and can result in termination of 
the contract. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Timely Filing of Loss 
The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and prevented planting and may be completed by any 
producer with an interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required on all crops including grasses. For losses 
on crops covered by the Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) and crop insurance, you must file a 
CCC-576 (notice of loss) in the FSA County Office within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses 
become apparent. 
 

NAP Records 
Production records for individual crops need to be filed with your FSA office to establish an approved NAP yield.  If 
this is the first year you participated in NAP, you can provide production and acreage information from prior years to 
establish your yield.  If you participated in NAP in previous years, you must report your production and acreage on a 
yearly basis to keep your yield up-to-date.  Records submitted must be reliable or verifiable and need to show crop 
disposition.  All 2010 production records must be submitted by July 1, 2011. 
 

Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification 

Most FSA programs require compliance with sodbuster and swampbuster provisions. The Sodbuster provisions require 
producers to follow an approved conservation plan on all highly erodible land, as determined by the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS), planted to an annual crop in which the producer has an interest. If you plan to plant a 
different crop on your current cropland, check with NRCS to assure the new crop will qualify under your conservation 
plan. If you will be breaking up new land or old cropland that has gone back to permanent grass cover, you must contact 
this office prior to planting a crop. To remain in compliance with sodbuster provisions you must file a revised form AD-
1026. We will then delineate the “field” boundary and refer the new land to NRCS for a determination. If the land is 
determined to be highly erodible you must comply with the conservation plan developed by NRCS. Producers who 
violate sodbuster provisions risk becoming ineligible for program benefits through USDA. If you will be breaking out 
new land you must contact FSA first to start the compliance paperwork.  

Swampbuster provisions state that converting a wetland to make possible the planting of a crop will result in the loss of 
all USDA benefits. To avoid this possibility it is strongly recommended that producers check with NRCS before starting 
to work. 
 

Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments (SURE) Program 
Signup for the SURE Program for 2009 crop losses started on January 10. The signup goes through July 29, 2011. 
Please call for an appointment.  
At a minimum, to be eligible for the SURE Program, the producer must have purchased or be enrolled in the following 
for the 2009 crop year (This is called the Risk Management Purchase Requirement or RMPR):  
• A plan of crop insurance of at least catastrophic (CAT) level for all insurable crops on all farms.  
• And/or Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage for all non-insurable crops on all farms.  

 
Commodity Loans and LDP’s 

The 2011 commodity loan rates for Niobrara County are:  
• Wheat-HRS $3.02/Bu.  
• Wheat-HRW $2.79/Bu.  
• Corn $1.97/Bu.  
• Barley $1.92/Bu.  
• Oats $1.32/Bu.  
 
Eligible producers of these crops can obtain a loan or Loan Deficiency Payment (LDP) from FSA. The producer must 
have beneficial interest in order to receive a loan/LDP. Beneficial interest means the grower has (1) control of the 
commodity, and (2) title of the commodity.  
 
APPLICATION DEADLINES: The deadline to apply for either a 2010 loan or LDP is:  
Wheat/Barley/Oats March 31, 2011  
Corn/Sunflowers May 31, 2011  
Wool/Mohair January 31, 2011  



 



Special Accommodations 
Special accommodations will be made upon request for individuals with disabilities, vision impairment or hearing 
impairment. If accommodations are required, individuals should contact the county FSA office staff directly or by 
phone. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
NIOBRARA COUNTY FSA OFFICE 
PO BOX 720 
LUSK, WY 82225 

Important Dates to Remember  
July 1 Final day to report 2011acreage  

July 1 Final Day to submit 2010 production records for NAP 
July 4 Independence Day Holiday – Office Closed 

July 28 Final day to apply for 2009 SURE 
Within 15 days of noticing Loss File CCC ‐ 576 NAP Notice of Loss 
Continues  Continuous CRP Signup  

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, 
parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or 
part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply 
to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program 
information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 
(voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 
720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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