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The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits
discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color,
national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, or marital or
family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs). Persons with
disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program
information (braille, large print, audiotape, etc) should contact USDA’s
TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of
discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W,
Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Ave, SW, Washington, DC 20250-
9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity
provider and employer.

CROP REPORTING DEADLINE

The deadline to file your FSA acreage reports is July 1. If you
are a sugar beet grower, participate in the Direct and Counter
Cyclical Program (DCP), participate in the Conservation
Reserve Program, purchase multi-peril or catastrophic crop
insurance or if you participate in other USDA farm programs,
you must file an acreage report to remain eligible for benefits.
Crop reports are also used in calculating benefits if you suffer
a crop loss on a noninsurable crop and apply for benefits under
the Noninsured Assistance Program (NAP). You must also
file an acreage report of fruits and vegetables for farms that
are enrolled in DCP or ACRE. Dry beans are considered a
vegetable under the DCP & ACRE rules. Appointment
reminders are being mailed to known agriculture producers.
However, you may begin filing your acreage reports as soon
as you have completed planting, even if you have not yet
received an appointment. If you believe you need to file an
acreage report and have not received an appointment
reminder, please feel free to call for an appointment or come
in to the FSA office at any time and file your acreage report.
Late fees will apply to acreage reports that are filed after the
July 1 deadline. FAILURE TO FILE AN ACREAGE
REPORT WILL RESULT IN THE LOSS OF USDA
BENEFITS.

OFFICE CLOSED

DCP SIGN-UP

June 1, 2011 is the deadline to enroll in the 2011 Direct and
Counter-Cyclical Payment (DCP) Program. Payments under
DCP are based on the acreage base of the program crops on
the farm and are paid whether or not you plant the respective
crop. For 2011, you may request to receive advance direct
payments based on 22 percent of the direct payment for each
commodity associated with the farm.  Counter-cyclical
payment rates vary depending on market prices and are issued
only when the effective price for a commodity is statutorily set
below the crop’s target price. Producers who are eligible for
the DCP Program are also eligible to enroll in the Average
Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Program or the Counter-
cyclical Program.

COUNTY COMMITTEE NOMINATIONS

Nominations for the 2011 Park County FSA committee
election will be accepted through August 1. FSA county
committees are elected by local agriculture producers to
administer USDA farm programs at the county level. There
are three Local Administrative Areas (LAA) in Park County
with one LAA holding an election each year to elect a person
to a three-year term. Park County’s LAA’s consist of
Powell/Clarksfork, Cody/Heart Mountain and Meeteetse. The
committee election for this year will be held for Local
Administrative Area 2, the Cody/Heart Mountain LAA, which
currently is represented by Teddy Jones. A list of persons
who are eligible to run for the county committee is available
from this office. If you wish to run or want to nominate a
fellow producer for the county committee, please contact this
office for a nominating petition. If no nominations are
received, the Secretary of Agriculture will complete the slate
of nominees.

REPORTING PRODUCTION for NAP

July 1 is the deadline for Farm Service Agency to complete
proven yields for producers who are participating in the Non-
insured Assistance Program. In order for us to complete the
proven vyield calculations and to obtain the necessary
signatures by the July 1 deadline, we are asking NAP
participants to submit their production evidence to this office
by June 15, 2011. Failure to turn in your production evidence
will result in a decreased yield guarantee and will decrease
program benefits in the event of a crop loss.

The Powell USDA Service Center will be closed May 31 in observance of Memorial Day.




PLANTING OF FRUITS AND VEGETABLES (Dry
Beans) ON FARMS ENROLLED IN DCP

For farms that are enrolled in the Direct and Counter Cyclical
Program (DCP) and the ACRE program, don’t forget the
regulations concerning the number of acres of Fruits and
Vegetables (FAV’s), including dry beans, that may be grown
without penalty or payment reduction. To avoid a payment
reduction, liquidated damages penalty or contract termination,
FAV acres may not exceed the non-contract acres for the farm.
Depending on the farm or producer’s FAV history, the penalty
that is assessed can range from an acre-for-acre DCP payment
reduction to severe cash penalties and possible termination of
the DCP contract. A farm or producer will have a dry bean
FAV history if dry beans were grown on the farm or were
grown by the producer on any farm, at least once during the
years of 1991 through 1995 or 1998 through 2001. An
acreage report showing the dry bean acres grown must be on
file in this office for the respective year(s). Following are
some examples using a farm with the following information:

Cropland acres: 80
Barley DCP Contract Acres: 35
Corn DCP Contract Acres: 5
Non-contract Acres: 40

Example 1: Farm has an FAV history of dry beans

40 Acres of dry beans may be grown without payment
reduction. If more than 40 acres are grown, an acre-for-acre
payment reduction is applied.

Example 2: Neither the farm nor the grower has an FAV
history of dry beans

40 acres of dry beans may be grown without payment
reduction or penalty. If more than 40 acres of dry beans are
grown, liquidated damages and possible contract termination
will apply.

Example 3: Farm has no FAV history of dry beans, but
grower has 10 acres of dry bean history

40 acres of dry beans may be grown without payment
reduction or penalty. An additional 10 acres of dry beans may
be grown with an acre-for-acre DCP payment reduction
applied to those 10 acres. If more than 50 acres of dry beans
are grown, liquidated damages and possible contract
termination will apply.

We will be happy to review the cropping history of your farms
and your personal FAV history and show you what your
options are regarding the FAV provisions. Don’t forget the
FAV provisions before finalizing your crop year 2011
planting plans.

SURE SIGN-UP and ELIGIBILITY

Sign-up for the 2009 Supplemental Revenue Assistance
Payments program (SURE) began on January 10, 2011 and
continues through July 29, 2011. To be eligible for 2009
SURE, you must have suffered weather related crop losses
during crop year 2009. The program takes into consideration
crop losses on all crops grown by a producer nationwide.
Producers with a farming interest physically located in a
county that was declared a primary disaster county or
contiguous county must have suffered at least a 10 percent
production loss on a crop of economic significance. Producers
must meet the risk management purchase requirement by
having obtained a policy or plan of insurance under the
Federal Crop Insurance Act or NAP coverage for all
economically significant crops. If there is no Secretarial
Disaster Designation, individual producers may also be
eligible for SURE if the actual production on the farm is less
than 50 percent of the normal production on the farm due to a
natural disaster. For more information on the SURE program,
please visit this office or http://www.fsa.usda.gov.

THE ACRE PROGRAM

The Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) is a program
authorized by the 2008 Farm Bill that began in crop year
2009. Through ACRE, Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers
producers an alternative to counter-cyclical payments. ACRE
payments are made when both state and farm revenues are
below historic levels. ACRE participants elect to forgo
counter-cyclical payments in lieu of ACRE payments. They
also elect to receive a 20-percent reduction in direct payments
and a 30-percent reduction in loan rates. The 2011 sign-up
period for ACRE runs through June 1, 2011. A decision to
enroll a farm in ACRE binds the farm to the ACRE program
from the program year elected by the producer through the end
of the farm bill which is 2012.

REPORTING CROP LOSSES for NAP

Producers who purchased crop loss coverage under the Non-
insured Assistance Program (NAP) are reminded that if you
suffer a crop loss, you must complete a notice of loss form
with this office no later than 15 calendar days after the disaster
occurrence or no later than 15 days from the date that damage
to the specific crop acreage is apparent. Notice of loss must
be provided for each weather-related event or adverse natural
occurrence that causes damage to or loss of the specific crop
or commodity. Failure to report crop damage or loss in a
timely manner will result in ineligibility for NAP payment.

LOW INTEREST GRAIN BIN LOAN PROGRAM

Commodity Credit Corporation, acting through Farm Service
Agency, has reauthorized the farm storage facility loan
program. Basic provisions of this loan program are:

Loans may be made for grain storage structures, grain
handling equipment and drying equipment

Loans will be for new storage or expansion or upgrades of
existing storage

The term of approved loans is 7 or 10 years.

The interest rate is equivalent to the rate of interest charged on
Treasury Securities of comparable maturity.

Participants are required to carry Multi-peril crop insurance on
crops of economic significance.
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NOMINATION FORM FOR COUNTY FSA COMMITTEE ELECTION

1 NAME OF NOMINEE (Type or Print Nominee's Full Name)

2 ADDRESS OF NOMINEE

|3, NOMINEE'S CERTIFICATION:

Fhereby ggeee to fave my name placed an the ballon, thar T will serve i
elected, and i there i5 @ canflict of interest, §will resign such pasition

I:] PN wand o witness S sertling of ted votes with anather sontiee
D PO NOT want o witkess the serling of ted voles with another somines,

5 COUNTY

G Las

TO BE COMPLETED BY COUNTY FSA OFFICE

4 INITIALS OF EMPLOYEE RECEIVING FORM AND DATE RECEIVED

7. 5TATE

8 NOMINATOR'S CERTIFICATION:

[ this momination ix by other Bean self, the folfowonge elanble valer or
representative of a community based organization hereby nominates the
afore-named person fo be a candidate i the nexs Cognre FSA Commaniee
election for the county.,

34 SIGNATURE OF NOMINEE —[35. DATE 84 SIGNATURE OF NOMINATOR | “s& DATE

|| check here if nominee is a write-in candidate. {If the individual is self nominating, no signature is required).
- 8. TOBE COMPLETED BY NOMINEE

|VOLUNTARY INFORMATION FOR MONITORING PURPOSES: The following information is requested by the Federal Gevernment in order
|to monitor FSA's compliance with federal laws prohibiting discimination against program participants on the basis of race, color, natianal
|erigin, rehigion. sex, marital status, handicapped condition. or age. You are not required to furnish this information, but are encouraged to do
|$0. This information will not be used in evaluating your nomination or o discriminate against you in any way. -
|ETHNICITY iR.ﬁ.CE {Choose as many boxes as applicable)

GENDER

EI Male
I |:|l Female

[:r American Indian of Alaska MNative |:| Black or African-American
Natve Hawailan or Other Pacific Islander

; |:| Hispanic or Lating

D Mot Hispanic or Lating Agian

L] whie

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THIS FORM

Complete the form as follows:

ITEM1  Type or Print the nominee’s full name, The nominee must be:
A Eligible 1o vote in the designated County FS4 Committee election.
B. Eligible to hold the office of County FSA Committee member.
i C. Willing to serve if elected.
[
(ITEM 2  Enter the nominee's current address,
(ITEM3  The nominee must check one of the boxes to indicate a preference regarding the settling of tied votes.
ITEMS 3A 83B  The nominee must sign and date
ITEMS 8A & 8B The nominator must sign and date. (If the individual is self naminating, no signature is required.)
ITEMS  Completing this item is voluntary.
| ~ ALL FORMS MUST BE RECEIVED IN THE COUNTY OFFICE OR POSTMARKED BY AUGUST 1, 2011.
NOTE: The fallgwing stalement is made in accordance with the Prvacy Act of 1974 (5 USC 5524 - af amended)  The authonty for requeshing the infarmalion identiied an this

farm is the Food, Conservatian, and Energy Act of 2008 (Pub [ 110-246) The informabon will be used io oblain nominees for election to the County FEA Comauties
The infarmafion collected on ths form may be misciosed (0 alher Federal State, Loca) govemmeant agencies, Trbal agencies. and nonpoOvermmental eaties el bive
Leen authonzed access [u the infarmation by statule of regulalion andiar @5 descrbed in sppheabie Rouling Uses idenlified in the System of Recards Notice for County
Personnel Records, USDAFSA-G. Providing the requesied siormation 15 voluntary. Howsver, failure 1o fumish e requastad infarmation will result in a determnabon of
italgibultly for nomination for electiar o the Caunly F54 Commites

Accarding fo the Papanvork Reduction Act of 1995, an agency miay nol condusl ar SDONSSN 204 A PErson (s nel requined 10 fespand (0, 8 colection of imfarmalion uniess it
displays & wald OME contral number.  The wabd OMB control number for s information callechan is 0860-0229. The time required o complete ths imformahon calechon
/5 estmated o average 10 MINUMES DEr reSpOnse, INCILGINg Ihe Bme far revigwing insiruclions, Searching existing dala Sources, gathenng and mamtarng e data
meeded. and compleling dnd reviewing the collectan of mformation The grovisions of agprognate cretital and ciil frawd, prvacy, and other stalutes may be apolcable to
_the infarmatian providéd RETURN THIS COMPLETED FORM TO YQUR COUNTY FSA OFFICE
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Crop reporting deadline nears
2011 Direct and Counter Cyclical Program (DCP) and the ACRE Option

Non-insured Assistance Program production reports are due July 1
Fruit and Vegetable planting limitations
Reporting crop losses
Office closed for Memorial Day
FSA County Committee Election
Grain bin loan program
Conservation Reserve Program (continuous sign-up)

And much more. . .

CONSERVATION
RESERVE PROGRAM

CONTINUOUS SIGN-UP

Under the Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP) continuous sign-up, eligible agriculture producers may
apply to enroll small acreages of eligible cropland or marginal
pastureland in CRP. Participants agree to establish approved
conservation practices on eligible land and remove the land
from agricultural production in return for annual rental
payments for the term of the contract. A 50% cost-share
payment is available to help with the cost of completing
approved conservation practices. There is an additional 40%
cost-share incentive payment for certain practices. Along with
the cost-share and annual rental payments, there is a sign-up
incentive payment and an annual maintenance payment. Some
eligible practices that can be completed on land enrolled under
continuous CRP are: Field Windbreaks, Shallow Water Areas
for Wildlife, Shelterbelt Establishment, Filter Strips and
Riparian Buffers.
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IMPORTANT DATES

May 31 Office Closed, Memorial Day

Junel DCP sign-up deadline

Junel ACRE sign-up deadline

June 15 Submit production evidence for NAP proven yields
July 1  Deadline to complete proven yields for NAP

July 1 Deadline for Acreage Reporting

July 4  Office Closed, Independence Day

Prior to selling wool — Sign up for Wool LDP

Prior to selling unshorn lambs — Sign up for Lamb Pelt LDP
Anytime -Continuous Conservation Reserve Program
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