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Report Livestock Losses 
The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to eligible producers for livestock death losses 
in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by 
the federal government or protected by federal law. LIP compensates livestock owners and contract 
growers for livestock death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather, including losses 
due to hurricanes, floods, blizzards, wildfires, extreme heat or extreme cold.  
 
For 2016, eligible losses must occur on or after Jan. 1, 2016, and before December 31, 2016. A notice of 
loss must be filed with FSA within 30 days of when the loss of livestock is apparent.  Participants must 
provide the following supporting documentation to their local FSA office no later than 90 calendar days after 
the end of the calendar year for which benefits are requested: 

• Proof of death documentation 
• Copy of growers contracts  
• Proof of normal mortality documentation 

 
USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock. These 
established percentages reflect losses that are considered expected or typical under “normal” conditions. 
Producers who suffer livestock losses in 2016 must file both of the following: 

• A notice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss was apparent or by January 30, 
2017 

• An application for payment by March 31, 2017. 

Additional information about LIP is available at your local FSA Office. 

 

 

ARC-PLC: Enrollment Period for 2016 USDA Safety Net Coverage 
Continues; August 1st Deadline 
FSA has announced that August 1, 2016 is the deadline for producers to complete the annual enrollment process for the Agriculture 



Risk Coverage (ARC) or the Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs.   

Producers previously made a program election of ARC or PLC for their eligible farms; the program election remains in effect through 
2018.  However, producers must still enroll their farm by signing a contract each year to be eligible for potential payments. 

Producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office to schedule an appointment to enroll. If a farm is not enrolled during the 
2016 enrollment period, producers on that farm will not be eligible for financial assistance from the ARC or PLC programs should 
crop prices or farm revenues fall below the historical price or revenue benchmarks established by the program. 

The two programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to agricultural producers when there is a substantial 
drop in prices or revenues for covered commodities. Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, 
crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium grain rice (which 
includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a 
covered commodity. For more details regarding these programs, go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc. 

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

USDA Expands Microloans to Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and 
Improve Property 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will begin offering farm ownership microloans, creating a new financing avenue for 
farmers to buy and improve property. These microloans will be especially helpful to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans 
looking for a career in farming, and those who have small and mid-sized farming operations.  

The microloan program, which celebrates its third anniversary this week, has been hugely successful, providing more than 16,800 
low-interest loans, totaling over $373 million to producers across the country. Microloans have helped farmers and ranchers with 
operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living expenses since 2013. Seventy percent of loans have 
gone to new farmers.  

Now, microloans will be available to also help with farm land and building purchases, and soil and water conservation improvements. 
FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real 
estate loans to help farmers strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers, and can be issued 
to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA). 

This microloan announcement is another USDA resource for America’s farmers and ranchers to utilize, especially as new and 
beginning farmers and ranchers look for the assistance they need to get started. To learn more about the FSA microloan program 
visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or contact your local FSA office. To find your nearest office location, please 
visit http://offices.usda.gov.  

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 
632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 
632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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