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U

Office Staff:
Bill Morrison – Farm Loan Manager 

Claire Lewallen – Program Technician 
Darla Rhodes – Program Technician 

 
2008 Crop Reports 
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Livestock Compensation Program 
 The Farm Service Agency will continue taking applications for the Livestock Compensation Program until 
July 18, 2008.  LCP is available to livestock producers for losses that occurred due to drought related grazing losses for 
crop years 2006 and 2007.  Only non-irrigated pastures are eligible for LCP.  To complete and LCP application we 
need the number of acres of non-irrigated grazing land (deeded, state, and federal), a certification of percent of grazing 
loss for each pasture and the type and number of head of livestock.  Eligible livestock include beef and dairy cattle, 
beefalo, buffalo, sheep, goats, equine, deer, swine, elk, reindeer and poultry.  Ineligible livestock are those used for 
roping, hunting, show, pleasure, pets, and consumption by the owner.  2006 LCP payments will be reduced by 
payments that were previously received under the Livestock Assistance Grant Program through the State of Wyoming. 
 

Beware of Crop Insurance Rebating Schemes
 With the spring sales closing date for many Federal crop insurance policies right around the corner, crop 
insurance agents have been marketing their producers aggressively.  Producers report that some agents have 
approached them with promises of lower insurance premiums, refunds, or dividends.  Most of these schemes are not 
legal.  The Risk Management Agency and state insurance regulators have stepped up their efforts to uncover this illegal 
rebating.  Those producers who are found to participate in these schemes will not only lose their crop insurance 
coverage but may also become ineligible for other government programs.  Producers can report suspicions of illegal 
rebating to the OIG Hotline at 1-800-424-9121. 
 

Reporting Crop Losses Non-Insured Assistance Program 
 Producers who purchased crop loss coverage under the Non-Insured Assistance Program are reminded that if 
you suffer a crop loss, you must complete a notice of loss form with this office no later than 15 calendar days after the 
disaster occurrence or no later than 15 days from the date that damage to the specific crop is apparent.  Notice of loss 
must be provided for each weather-related event or adverse natural occurrence that causes damage to or loss of the 
specific crop or commodity.  Failure to report crop damage or loss in a timely manner will result in ineligibility for 
Non-Insured Assistance Program payment.  
 

 

Low Interest Grain Bin Loan Program
 Commodity Credit Corporation, acting through Farm Service Agency, has reauthorized the farm storage 
facility loan program.  Basic provisions of this loan program are: 

• Loans may be made for grain storage structures, grain handling equipment, and drying equipment 
• Loans will be fore new storage or expansion or upgrades of existing storage 
• The term of the approved loan is 7 years. 
• The interest rate is equivalent to the rate of interest charged on Treasury Securities of comparable maturity. 
• Participants are required to carry Multi-peril crop insurance on crops of economic significance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Is cheatgrass an issue for you? 
For many landowners in the Intermountain West cheatgrass, as well as juniper and limber pine, and Russian olive 
and salt cedar, have all become increasingly problematic, decreasing production and diversity on native rangeland.  
Management of these invasive plant species not only has the potential to improve sage grouse habitat, but also to 
increase the diversity of native grass and forb species that are important for livestock grazing.  With sage grouse on 
the brink of being listed on the Endangered Species Act, any projects that protect and enhance their crucial habitat 
areas are particularly important.   
 
The Big Horn Basin Sage Grouse Local Working Group (LWG) is seeking proposals for vegetative management 

and invasive weed control projects to benefit sage grouse and sagebrush communities in the Big Horn Basin.  Funding is currently 
being offered for projects that focus on managing cheatgrass, juniper and limber pine encroachment, and salt cedar and Russian olive 
infestations.  These invasive plant species are targeted as some of the largest threats to sagebrush communities that support sage 
grouse populations in the Big Horn Basin.   
 
If you are interested in initiating a project to control any of these invasive plant species, or any other project that may improve sage 
grouse habitat, you are encouraged to apply for this funding.  Additional funding may also be available to match the LWG funds 
through the NRCS.  Please contact Amy Anderson, Habitat Extension Biologist with the Wyoming Game and Fish Department 
for assistance with funding applications or for more information at (307) 347-2456 ext. 108.    



 
Sign Up for 2008 Conservation 

Programs Now  
            Worland, WY – Agricultural producers are encouraged to submit applications for fiscal year 2008 conservation programs 
funds to Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) offices. Applications on file through June 30, 2008, will be considered in 
the next round of funding for the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), the Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program 
(WHIP), the Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP) and the Agricultural Management Assistance (AMA) Program. 
            “With the enactment of a new Farm Bill we are anticipating additional financial assistance dollars to be available yet this 
year,” said Xavier Montoya, NRCS State Conservationist.  “In the event we receive additional financial assistance for our existing 
programs, applications submitted during this period will be considered immediately.” 
            Applications on file that were not selected for contracts earlier this year may be carried over.  Applicants should contact the 
local office if they wish to maintain or change their application. 

The programs are available on a continuous sign-up basis and offer financial and technical assistance for a variety of 
conservation practices to private land managers on a voluntary basis.  Applications received after July 1, will be deferred and held for 
consideration at a future date as funding becomes available.  

The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) promotes agricultural production and environmental quality as 
compatible national goals.   EQIP provides financial incentives to install or implement structural and management conservation 
practices on eligible agricultural land.  Examples of how EQIP may be used to improve the health of the land include installing water 
quality improvements, such as livestock waste management systems; enhancing grazing lands management through fencing and water 
developments; and increasing water conservation by improving irrigation systems.  In addition, producers interested in implementing 
precision agriculture using GPS guidance systems, reduced tillage, and/or improved irrigation water management through the use of 
soil moisture meters may apply for a per acre incentive to do so. 
            The Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP) offers incentive payments for the creation of high quality wildlife habitats 
through projects that support state and local priorities. 
            The Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) offers landowners assistance to restore and protect wetlands and associated uplands 
through permanent easements, 30-year easements, and cost-share only restoration agreements.  The program is designed to achieve 
maximum wetland functions and values while obtaining optimum wildlife habitat. 
            The Agricultural Management Assistance (AMA) Program provides financial incentives to land managers to install 
conservation practices that will reduce risk to their agricultural operation.  This program is offered statewide on a watershed basis and 
is targeted to control of Russian olive and tamarisk species this year.  Applications are available at 208 Shiloh Rd. Worland, 82401.  
For more information go to http://www.wy.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/index.html or contact Rory Karhu at 347-2456. 
 

Rangeland Conservation Assistance 
 

Finally the grass is greening up and we are all starting to think about what projects are ahead of us this year.  Whether it’s 
installing a new pipeline and stock tank to a remote area or controlling invasive species, keep in mind that the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) is available to assist landowners in monitoring, improving, and reclaiming rangelands on private lands 
in Wyoming.  We provide technical assistance to producers such as setting up monitoring sites, developing a personalized grazing 
plan, seeding recommendations, surveying for pipelines and reservoirs, etc.   

Maybe your goals are to improve distribution, so why not build some cross fences to better manage the timing and use of 
your pastures or add an additional water source to an area that doesn’t get used as much as the creek bottom.  If improving wildlife 
populations on your rangeland is important for your operation, maybe mechanical brush control or a prescribed burn to reduce 
decadent, unpalatable shrubs is something you might consider.  Maybe something as simple as adding a wildlife escape ramp to your 
existing tanks would meet your needs. 

Did you know that the NRCS has a program that offers assistance in recovery and restoration after a wildfire and drought 
contingency plans on rangeland?   

As the new Farm Bill gets under way, we will continue to offer technical assistance and financial assistance for programs 
such as Grazingland Conservation Initiative, Environmental Quality Incentives Program, and Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program.  To 
begin developing a conservation plan for your rangeland, call Courtney Thomas at the Worland NRCS office at 307-347-2456. 

 

Conservation Tour 
Sponsored by the Washakie County Conservation District 

June 19, 2008 
Ten Sleep Park 

8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
          

The Washakie County Conservation District is hosting a Conservation Tour on June 19, 2008.  Tour participants will 
meet at the Ten Sleep Park at 8:00 a.m. and carpool to each site.  Tour highlights will include Sagebrush, Cheatgrass, 
Cactus, and Tamarisk Control Projects that have utilized fire, chemical and mowing to improve rangeland grass for 
livestock and wildlife.  In addition, participants will tour several feedlot and septic system projects that were funded by 
the Washakie County Conservation District and the Natural Resource Conservation Service.  Lunch will be provided 
for free to all registered participants. To register, please contact Tori Dietz at 347-2456 ext. 191 or Laura Galloway at 
347-2456 ext. 107 by June 16th. 

http://www.wy.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/index.html
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Wyoming Rangeland Management School 
Sponsored by the Washakie County Conservation District 

June 10, 11, & 12, 2008 
Washakie County Fairgrounds 

8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
          

Rangeland 101 –  Classroom – June 10 
 Plant Growth 
 Time & Timing of Grazing       

Registration:  $30.00 for 101 and 
301; OR $20.00 for each.  
(Includes course curriculum, 
notebook(s) & handouts) 
 
Lunch and breaks will be 
provided by the Washakie County 
Conservation District at no 
charge, but attendees MUST 
REGISTER BY JUNE 6th.  
Please register by mailing check 
to Washakie County Conservation 
District, 208 Shiloh Road, 
Worland, Wyoming, 82401. 

 Animal Nutrition & Behavior 
 Rangeland Monitoring 
 Drought Management 

Rangeland 301 – Classroom – June 11 
 Developing Monitoring Objectives 
 Ecological Sites-What they are 
 Tools & Methods to Aid in Monitoring 
 Applying Monitoring Data 
 Matching Animals to the Resource 
 Low-Stress Animal Handling-Application to Grazing Management 

Rangeland 301 – Field – June 12 
 Plant & Ecological Site Identification 
 Hands-on Monitoring 
 Landscape Appearance 
 Practical Fencing Solutions 

 


