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DCP Signup Continues Until August 14 
 

Signup for the 2009 Direct and Counter-cyclical Payment (DCP) Program continues until August 14, 2009.  The 
electronic DCP (or eDCP) service is available to save you time, reduce paperwork and speed up contract processing at FSA 
offices. To find out more, visit http://www.eauth.egov.usda.gov for on-line registration.  You will also need to visit a local USDA 
Service Center to complete registration and identity verification. 

FSA computes DCP Program payments using base acres and payment yields established for each farm.  Eligible 
producers receive direct payments at rates established by statute regardless of market prices.  For 2009, you may request to receive 
advance direct payments based on 22 percent of the direct payment for each commodity associated with the farm.  FSA will issue 
advance direct payments in the month of your choosing.  Counter-cyclical payment rates vary depending on market prices and are 
issued only when the effective price for a commodity is statutorily set below its target price.  
 

Pulse Crop Base Acres 
 

The Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 provides for eligible pulse crop acres to be added as base acres. The 
addition of pulse crop base acres to the tract may increase the total base acres on the farm and can increase the eligible payment 
acres for the farm if the farm participates in ACRE.  The addition of pulse crop base acres is effective for the 2009 through 2012 
crop years and is required to be calculated in the same manner as eligible oilseed acreage under the 2002 Farm Bill. The 
calculation of pulse crop base acres and payment yields will be based on the acreage and yield history from the 1998 through 
2001crop years.  Pulse crops are defined as dry peas, lentils and large and small chickpeas.  Pulse crops are eligible to receive 
counter-cyclical or ACRE payments. Direct payment rates were not established for pulse crops; therefore, direct payments are not 
authorized for pulse crops for 2009 through 2012 crop years. Actual yields per planted acre for the 1998 through 2001 crop years 
will be used to establish payment yields for pulse crops. The weighted average yield, which may include adjustments for any of the 
1998 through 2001 crop years in which the yield was less than 75 percent of the county average, or when production evidence is 
missing or unacceptable, is then adjusted by a historical yield ratio to reflect production levels of the early 1980’s.  Adding pulse 
crop base acres has been extended from April 1, 2009 to August 14, 2009.  Contact this office for more information. 
  

Kansas City Mails 1099-G 
 

During the last week of January, producers who have received payments from FSA should have received a CCC-1099-G 
from the Kansas City office.  A CCC-1099-G is a report to the Internal Revenue Service about FSA payments made to you during 
the previous calendar year.  The CCC-1099-G is a service to help participating producers report taxable income. It is not intended 
to replace the program participant’s responsibility to report income to the IRS. We recommend that you check the amounts shown 
with those in your records to see that the amounts are correct.  Refunds will no longer be reported on the 1099-G, but will be 
available online from the FSA Financial Inquiries (FSA-FI) web-based database.  Program participants with eAuthentication user 
ID’s and passwords can access their refund information at FSA-FI and select “Inquiry Type 1099/Refund Reports”.  Refund 
amounts are displayed on the Producer’s Year-to-Date Activity web page.  If you have a question concerning the 1099-G refund 
information, you may contact this office for assistance in locating the correct payment data.  If you choose to visit the office, bring 
your CCC-1099-G with you. 
 

NAP Basic Provisions 
 

Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program basic provisions document is now available at this FSA office 
or at http://www.fsa.usda.gov/.  This document provides general information on the NAP process for producers 
filing a 2009 or later NAP application.  

http://www.eauth.egov.usda.gov/


 
NAP Production Reporting 

 
Production records for individual crops need to be filed with our office to establish an approved NAP yield.  If this 

is the first year you participated in NAP, you can provide production and acreage information from prior years to establish 
your yield.  If you participated in NAP in previous years, you must report your production and acreage on a yearly basis to 
keep your yield up-to-date.  Records submitted must be reliable or verifiable.  Records need to show crop disposition.  We 
recommend producers submit 2009 production records as soon as harvest is complete.  All production records must be 
submitted by the subsequent crop year’s final acreage reporting date. 

 
Farm Loan Programs – “Lender of First Opportunity” 

 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers loans for farmers and ranchers to purchase farmland and finance 

agricultural operations. FSA loan programs are designed to help producers who are temporarily unable to obtain private or 
commercial credit. In many cases, applicants are beginning farmers who have insufficient net worth to qualify for financing 
through a commercial lender. In other instances, borrowers might have suffered setbacks from natural disasters or might be 
persons with limited resources.   
 Farm ownership loans or farm operating loans may be obtained as direct loans for a maximum of up to $300,000. 
Currently guaranteed loans can reach a maximum indebtedness of $1,094,000. Emergency loans are always direct loans for 
farmers who may have suffered physical or production losses in disaster areas designated by a Presidential or Secretarial 
disaster declaration. Rural Youth Loans, Loans to Beginning Farmers and loans for socially disadvantaged applicants are 
also available through FSA. For detailed information, just contact the Washakie/Hot Springs office staff for an appointment 
with the farm loan manager. 
 

The ACRE Program – April 27 to August 18 
 

 The Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) is a new program authorized by the 2008 Farm Bill that begins in 
crop year 2009. ACRE offers producers an alternative to Direct and Counter-cyclical (DCP) payments and provides an 
option for protection against declines in market revenue. ACRE payments are made when both state and farm revenues 
are below historic levels.  Preliminary 2009 State ACRE guarantees, based on projected ACRE guarantee prices and 
preliminary benchmark State yields, are posted at www.fsa.usda.gov/dcp to provide producers with as much information as 
possible to make their election choice. By participating in ACRE, producers elect to forgo counter-cyclical payments.  
Producers also elect to receive a 20-percent reduction in direct payments and a 30-percent reduction in loan rates. ACRE 
sign-up begins April 27 and will end August 14, 2009.  Producers can choose to participate in ACRE, or stay with DCP. A 
decision to elect ACRE binds the producer to the program from the program year elected by the producer, through the 2012 
crop year.  For more details contact this FSA office. 

 
Disaster Buy-In Waiver Extension – May 18 

 
Farmers have an additional opportunity to purchase crop insurance or Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance 

Program (NAP) coverage for 2008.  Producers paying a buy-in fee before May 18, 2009 to purchase the insurance, would 
become eligible for the Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program (SURE), Emergency Assistance for Livestock, 
Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish (ELAP), and the Tree Assistance Program (TAP), if they suffered 2008 agricultural 
losses due to natural disaster.  The buy-in coverage does not make producers eligible for 2008 NAP or insurance payments, 
but does enable them to satisfy the linkage requirement for the above 2008 disaster programs. Fees are $100 per crop, with a 
maximum fee of $300 per county, per producer, not to exceed $900 for multi-county producers.  A major requirement for 
each insurable crop covered, excluding grazing land, is to agree to obtain a policy or plan of insurance for the next 
insurance year for which crop insurance is available, at a coverage level equal to70 percent or more of the yield at 100 
percent of the price.  They also must agree to file the required paperwork and pay the applicable administrative NAP 
coverage fee by the applicable state application closing date for the next available year.  Producers who meet the definition 
of "Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource," or "Beginning Farmer or Rancher," are not required to pay the buy-in fee.  

 
Base Acres on Federally Owned Land 

 
 Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack has rescinded the ruling that base acres on federal land must be terminated.  
Base acres on federal land, leased by producers, will once more be eligible for DCP payments.   

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/dcp


Timely Filing of Loss 

 
The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and prevented planting and may be completed by any 

producer with an interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required on for ALL CROPS INCLUDING 
GRASSES. For losses on crops covered by the Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) and crop insurance, 
you must file a CCC-576 (notice of loss) in the FSA County Office within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when 
losses become apparent.  If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar 
days of the final planting date for the crop. 

Acreage Reporting – July 1 Deadline 
 

Acreage reporting time will soon be here. Filing an accurate acreage report for all crops and land uses, including 
failed acreage and prevented planting acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits for a variety of programs. Failed acreage must 
be reported within 15 days of the disaster event and before disposition of the crop. Prevented planting must be reported no 
later than 15 days after the final planting date. Acreage reports are required for many Farm Service Agency programs.  
Acreage reports are to be certified by the July 1 deadline, unless a notice of loss for a NAP crop is filed prior to the July 1 
date. 
 

NASS Statistical Survey 
 

Chances are you have been asked to participate in a survey with USDA’s Agriculture Statistics Service.  These 
Quarterly Agricultural Surveys are conducted by the National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) to provide inventory 
and production estimates for crops and livestock at state and national levels. A list of sample farm operators are contacted by 
mail, telephone or personal interview for inventory information on the land they operate. It is important for producers to 
participate in these surveys, because your agricultural statistical information is essential for the smooth operation of Federal 
farm programs. It is also indispensable for planning and administering related Federal and State programs in such areas as 
consumer protection, conservation and environmental quality, trade, education, and recreation. 

Regularly updating the information helps ensure an orderly flow of goods and services among agriculture's 
producing, processing, and marketing sectors. Reliable, timely, and detailed crop and livestock statistics help maintain a 
stable economic climate and minimize the uncertainties and risks associated with the production, marketing, and distribution 
of commodities. 
 

Banking Changes? 
 

 If you have changed banks and not notified FSA, your payment could be delayed.  Payments are electronically 
transferred into your bank account and if we are not aware of changes to your account and routing numbers, there could be 
problems. If you closed your account or if another financial institution purchases your bank, the changes in routing number 
or account number should promptly be provided to the county office to avoid possible payment delay. 
 

Death Loss and Livestock Indemnity Program 
 

Because the final rule has not been published and no official regulations are out at this time, FSA offices have no 
official forms to accept producer’s notices of death losses that may have occurred from our recent bouts of blizzard 
conditions.  Producers should be accumulating good records of any losses, as they occur, and recording as much verifiable 
documentation as possible to show proof of loss. If you have more than average death losses from weather related causes, 
now is the time to be diligent in documenting losses with verifiable sources such as vets, rendering trucks, private insurance 
documents and so forth. Calendars, little black books, or any records with numbers, kinds, types, weights and so forth are 
good verifiable records.  Please be gathering these types of things as the losses occur and writing down as much as possible, 
so they will be readily available if you want to file for a loss when the program is initiated. 
 

Prevented Planted Change 
 

Prevented planted acreage credit will no longer be limited to the maximum number of acres of the specific crop 
planted or prevented from being planted effective with the 2009 crop year.  Notices of Loss for prevented planted acreage 
credit are still required.  The maximum number of prevented planted acres to be approved shall no longer be based on the 
history of planting and prevented planted acreage of the specific crop on the farm.  Any 2009 crop year adverse 
determination for prevented planted acreage based on history shall be reconsidered by the FSA county committee. 



 Foreign Investors 
 

The Agriculture Foreign Investment Disclosure Act requires foreign persons or entities who acquire, transfer 
or hold interest in agricultural land to report those holdings and transactions to the Secretary of Agriculture.  Such 
holdings and changes must be reported within 90 days of any purchase, sale, or change in status or ownership of land.  
Foreign agriculture investors must report investments to the local FSA office on form FSA-153.  Contact this office for 
more information. 
 

FSA Thermopolis Satellite Office Hours 
 

Starting April 22, the Farm Service Agency will be holding an office day in Thermopolis, the second 
Wednesday of every month.  Office hours will be held from 9 am to 4 pm with a noon lunch break, in the NRCS office 
at 601 Broadway, Suite A.   Please call 307-347-2456 before Wednesday to allow us to bring your files or other 
paperwork that may be needed to assist you with any USDA program.  Or just stop in to visit.  To contact us in 
Thermopolis, the NRCS telephone number is 864-3488. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 

     April 22           Office day in Thermopolis, NRCS office 
     May 21           County Committee Meeting - Worland  
     May 25           Office Closed – Memorial Day 
     July 1           Crop Reporting Deadline – APH Crop Production Deadline 
     August 14                      DCP, ACRE and Pulse Crops Sign-up Deadline 
 

 Second Wednesday of the Month   -   Thermopolis Office Day 
 Call FSA prior to breaking up sod (new land) and before planting a crop on sod. 
 IMMEDIATELY…Notify county office of direct deposit changed, farm record 

changes, or operator changes.
 
"The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, 
disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, 
reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance programs. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all 
programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) 
should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of 
Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an 
equal opportunity provider and employer."  Special Accommodations will be made for the physically handicapped, vision- or hearing-impaired person 
upon request.  If accommodations are required, please call Sue Willey, CED at (307) 347-2456. 
 


