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Nomination Deadline For Farm Service Agency County Committee Is Nearing

Just a reminder, you have until August 3, 2009, to nominate eligible candidates to serve on our local
FSA county committee. We are accepting nominations from LAA 5 area east of the Big Horn River in Hot
Springs County and LAA 2 east of the Big Horn River and west of the Nowood drainage in Washakie
County. All producers are encouraged to get involved by nominating candidates to serve on county
committees. FSA county committees are essential to the delivery of federal programs. | urge producers to
help build a strong future for our next generation of agricultural businesses and communities by
nominating beginning farmers and ranchers, minorities and women.

FSA county committees help local farmers through their decisions on commodity price support loans,
conservation programs and disaster programs, and by working closely with county executive directors.
To be eligible to hold office as a county committee member, people must participate or cooperate in a
program administered by FSA, be eligible to vote in a county committee election and live in the local
administrative area where they are running. A complete list of eligibility requirements, more information
and nomination forms are available at the county office or at http://www.fsa.usda.gov/elections.

People can nominate themselves or others. FSA encourages beginning farmers and ranchers, as well
as minorities and women, to nominate themselves. All nominees must sign the nomination form FSA-
669A. All nomination forms for the 2009 election must be postmarked or received in the local USDA
Service Center by close of business on August 3, 2009. Ballots will be mailed to eligible voters by Nov.
6 and are due back to the local USDA Service Centers on Dec. 7. The newly elected county committee
members will take office Jan. 1, 2010.

USDA Will Not Issue Final 2008 Wheat, Barley and Oat Counter-Cyclical Payments

USDA will not issue final 2008 counter-cyclical payments to farmers enrolled in the Direct and Counter-
cyclical Program for wheat, barley and oats because prices for these commaodities have averaged well
above levels that trigger counter-cyclical payments.

Risk Management Agency (RMA) and Fraud

The RMA and FSA work together to prevent fraud, waste, and abuse of the Crop Insurance Program. FSA
will again be assisting RMA and insurance providers in monitoring crop conditions throughout the growing
season. FSA will refer all suspected cases of fraud, waste and abuse of Crop Insurance Program to RMA.
Producers may report suspected cases of fraud, waste, and abuse to their local FSA County Office, RMA
office, or Office of Investigative General (OIG). FSA will also assist with auditing claims with RMA.

New Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP)

Eligible ranchers and livestock producers can now begin applying for benefits under the provisions of the
Livestock Indemnity Program in the 2008 Farm Bill. Signup began on July 13. This program will provide
livestock producers with a vital safety net to help them overcome the damaging financial impact of natural
disasters.
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LIP provides assistance to producers for livestock deaths that result from disaster. LIP compensates
livestock owners and contract growers for livestock death losses in excess of normal mortality, due to
adverse weather, including losses due to hurricanes, floods, blizzards, disease, wildfires, extreme heat and
extreme cold. Eligible losses must have occurred on or after January 1, 2008, and before October 1, 2011.

The following table provides the final dates to file a notice of loss and/or application for payment for
either 2008 or 2009 livestock losses.

Date of Livestock Death Final Date to Submit an

Application for Payment

Final Date to File a Notice of
Loss

Calendar Year 2008

Sept. 13, 2009

Sept. 13, 2009

Jan. 1, 2009 to July 12, 2009

Sept. 13, 2009

Jan. 30, 2010

July 13, 2009 to Dec. 31, 2009

Jan. 30, 2010

30 days after death is apparent

Specific provisions for the other supplemental agricultural disaster assistance programs authorized by the
2008 Act - the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP), the Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program
(SURE), the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees, and Farm-Raised Fish (ELAP) and the Tree
Assistance Program (TAP) - will be implemented through separate rulemakings and announced at a later
date. For more information on available supplemental disaster assistance programs, please visit your FSA
county office.

USDA Announces New Provisions For Marketing Assistance Loans (MAL)
And Loan Deficiency Payments (LDP)

Marketing Assistance Loans and Loan Deficiency Payments provide financing and marketing assistance
for wheat, rice, feed grains, soybeans, other oilseeds, peanuts, pulse crops, honey, wool and mohair. This
assistance is available to eligible producers beginning with harvest or shearing season and extending
through the program year.

The 2008 Farm Bill included several changes to marketing assistance loan provisions. The regulation for
Marketing Assistance Loans and Loan Deficiency Payments redefines rice as long grain and medium grain.
Large chickpeas are included as an eligible pulse crop beginning with crop year 2009. The 2008 crop year
marketing loan and loan deficiency payment benefits were subject to a limit of $75,000 per person.
Starting with the 2009 crop year, these benefits will no longer be subject to a payment limit.

The Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) will no longer adjust loan rates on warehouse-stored loans by
premiums and discounts at loan making time. Loan rates will be adjusted by premiums and discounts only
at loan settlement, if the commodity is farm-stored, delivered or warehouse-stored forfeited. This change
starts with the 2009 crop year and does not apply to peanuts. CCC will no longer require the execution of
a storage agreement in storage facilities that are either (a) federally-licensed or (b) in compliance with
applicable state laws and issue warehouse receipts. CCC reserves the right to execute a storage
agreement in either (a) or (b) if deemed necessary by the Secretary. CCC may, on a case by case basis,
require a storage agreement for storage facilities that are neither (a) nor (b). This change starts with the
2009 crop year and does not apply to peanuts, cotton or sugar. Wyoming has an operating warehouse
licensing program and warehouse operators will not be required to execute a UGRSA for MAL loan making
purposes.

Quality Grades for Pulse Crops has been removed. Those loan repayment rates will now reflect values
of ‘food’ or ‘US number 1'. Producers with an average adjust gross nonfarm income that exceeds
$500,000 are not eligible for Marketing Loan Gains or Loan Deficiency Payments, but are eligible for
Marketing Assistance Loans. Actively engaged determinations are no longer required for 2009 thru 2012
crop years. Producers must retain beneficial interest in the applicable commodity from harvest until the
loan is repaid for MAL’s. For LDP’s, producers must have beneficial interest at the time the CCC-633EZ
page 1 is sighed. GRAZE-OUT payments are also available for producers electing to use acreage planted
to wheat, barley, oats, or triticale, for grazing by livestock and agree to forgo any other harvesting of the
commodity during the crop year.

CCC will no longer charge any fees for the collection of commodity assessments. Staring with the 2008
cop year, CCC will no longer pay warehouse operators or reimburse producers for prepaid in-handling
charges applicable to warehouse-stored commodities pledged as collateral for MAL’s or farm-stored
commodities forfeited to CCC as published in 73 FR 90. For more information about Marketing Assistance
Loans and Loan Deficiency Payments please visit your FSA county office or http://www.fsa.usda.gov.
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NAP Deadlines and Program Changes for 2010

When low yields, loss of inventory or prevented planting occurs due to natural disaster, Noninsured Crop
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) can provide financial assistance. December 1, 2009 is the final date
to purchase NAP on grazing, forage and all fall seeded crops except winter wheat. April 1 is the final date
to purchase spring planted crops and winter wheat to be seeded that fall.

For nursery producers, the 2010 crop NAP application closing date is September 1, 2009 and NAP only
covers loss of inventory. The NAP coverage period for 2010 nursery crops has been changed to June 1,
2009, through May 31, 2010. For those producers who obtained 2009 NAP coverage for nursery, and
choose not to obtain 2010 continuous coverage, the 2009 NAP coverage for nursery will continue until
September 30, 2009.

NAP coverage may be continued for each subsequent year for the same crop or crops, if the producer pays
the applicable service fee by the next year’s application closing date.

Eligible producers must apply for coverage of noninsurable crops and pay the applicable service fees at
their local FSA office. The service fee is $250 per crop or up to $750 per producer per administrative
county, not to exceed a total of $1,875 per producer with farming interests in multiple counties. Limited
resource producers are not subject to annual fees. Some type of grazing insurance is now needed
to be eligible for the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP). Many of you received substantial
payments during the past dry years that will now not be available to you without forage for grazing
insurance.

Please be reminded that if you have a loss on a NAP insured crop, you must contact the county office
within 15 days after the loss is apparent.

Farm Storage Facility Loans (FSFL)

To expedite one requirement of the FSFL approval process, producers planning to submit an FSFL
application, may request an environmental evaluation of their proposed project at their County FSA Office.
To comply with the provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), FSA must evaluate the
potential impacts the proposed structure could have on the environment, before the application can be
approved. Producers requesting an environmental compliance determination are advised that an FSFL
application must be submitted and approved before site preparation and construction can begin on the
facility.

Controlled Substances

Program participants convicted under federal or state law of any planting, cultivating, growing,
producing, harvesting or storing a controlled substance are ineligible for program payments and benefits.
If convicted of one of these offenses, the program participant shall be ineligible during that crop year and
the four succeeding crop years for direct and counter-cyclical payments, price support loans, loan
deficiency payments, market loan gains, storage payments, farm facility loans, non-insured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program payments or disaster payments. Program participants convicted of any federal or
state offense consisting of the distribution (trafficking) of a controlled substance shall, at the discretion of
the court, be ineligible for any or all program payments and benefits: for up to 5 years after the first
conviction and for up to 10 years after the second conviction , and permanently for a third or subsequent
conviction. Program participants convicted of federal or state offense for the possession of a controlled
substance shall be ineligible, at the discretion of the court, for any or all program benefits for up to 1 year
upon the first conviction and up to 5 years after a second or subsequent conviction.

FARM SERVICE AGENCY Youth Loans

FSA makes operating loans of up to $5,000 to eligible individual rural youths age 10 through 20 to
finance income-producing, agriculture-related projects. The project must be of modest size, educational,
and initiated, developed and carried out by rural youths participating in 4-H clubs, FFA, or a similar
organization. The project must be an organized and supervised program of work. It must be planned and
operated with the assistance of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to repay the loan, and
provide the youth with practical business and educational experience in agriculture-related skills.



To qualify for a loan, the applicant must: comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements; AND
conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work.

These loans can finance: buying livestock, seed, equipment and supplies; buying, renting or repairing
needed tools and equipment; and paying operating expenses for the project.

To apply, the applicant must submit completed plans and budgets signed by the project advisor and
parent or guardian along with the FSA application for loan assistance.

These loans: have a maximum loan amount of $5,000 (total principal balance owed at any one time
cannot exceed this amount); have an interest rate which is determined periodically, based on the cost of
money to the federal government after the loan is made, the interest rate for that loan will not change;
and have a repayment schedule which varies depending on the type of project for which the loan is made.

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

July 23 - County Committee Meeting (meeting is subject to change, contact the local office)
August 3 - Nomination deadline for LAA#1 and #5 COC committee person
August 12 - Office day in Thermopolis, NRCS office
August 14 - DCP, ACRE and Pulse Crops Sign-up Deadline and extended Crop Reporting Deadline
September 7 - Labor Day Holiday - Office Closed
September 13 - Final signup of Livestock Losses under LIP

e Second Wednesday of the Month - Thermopolis Office Day

e Call FSA prior to breaking up sod (new land) and before planting a crop on sod.

e |IMMEDIATELY ...Notify county office of direct deposit changed, farm record changes, or operator

changes or NAP losses

"The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color,
national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation,
genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance
programs. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of
program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).
To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C.
20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer."

Special Accommodations will be made for the physically handicapped, vision- or hearing-impaired person upon request. If
accommodations are required, please call Sue Willey, CED at (307) 347-2456.
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