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Quarterly Newsletters 
 The County office newsletters will only be printed and sent out quarterly for the foreseeable future due to budgeting.  Please 
pay special attention to deadlines that effect your operation, as there will be no additional reminders of these dates.  The option 
to receive newsletters by email is available and encouraged.  Contact the FSA county office to sign-up for email newsletters. 

 
COC Election Nominations 
The election of agricultural producers to Farm Service Agency (FSA) county committee starts with the nomination of eligible 
candidates.  To become a nominee, eligible individuals must sign nomination form FSA-669A. The form includes a statement 
that the nominee agrees to serve if elected. This form is available at USDA Service Centers and online at:  
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/fsa0669a_commiteeelectform.pdf  Nomination forms for the 2011 election must be 
postmarked or received in the local USDA Service Center by close of business on Aug. 1, 2012.  Agricultural producers who 
participate or cooperate in an FSA program may be nominated for candidacy for the county committee. Individuals may 
nominate themselves or others as a candidate. Additionally, organizations representing minority and women farmers or 
ranchers may nominate candidates. Nomination forms are filed for the county committee of the office that administers a 
producer’s farm records.   
 
 Producers in Local Administrative Area will be nominating candidates for their COC representative for the next 3 years.  
Currently, Steven Snyder is LAA#1 representative and Bruce Thurgood is LAA#5 representative.  Eligible voters from LAA#1 or 
from LAA#5 may use the attached nomination form; acquire a nomination form from the county office or go to the website noted 
above for a nomination form.  Nomination forms should be completed and submitted to the County FSA office no later than 
August 1, 2012.  
 
Drought Impact 
If you feel your ranch or farm has been affected by severe drought this year, please contact this office so that need 
determinations for potential programs for disaster assistance can be reviewed in your area. 
 
New Continuous CRP Initiative 
FSA has announced a new conservation initiative to protect up to 750,000 acres of the nation’s most highly erodible croplands 
by enabling them to plant wildlife-friendly, long-term cover.  This initiative will assist producers in targeting their most highly 
erodible cropland with an erodibility index of 20 or greater.  Producers can enroll land on a continuous basis beginning this 
summer. With the use of soil survey and geographic information system data, local FSA staff can quickly determine a 
producer’s eligibility for the initiative.  Producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office or visit FSA’s website at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/crp for additional CRP information.   
 
NEW Production Reporting Deadline for 2012 Production 
The deadline for 2012 production and subsequent years is Nov. 15th for perennial and fall seeded crops including forage crops.  
This only summarizes most crops common to Washakie or Hot Springs Counties.  If you don’t see your crop here or have 
questions please call the office. 
 
 

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/fsa0669a_commiteeelectform.pdf
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/crp


Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
If you have NAP coverage on your crops and have suffered a loss due to natural disaster you must file a notice of loss by filing 
a CCC-576 part B: 

• Prevented planting claims, within 15 calendar days after the final planting date. 
• Low yield claims and allowable value loss, the earlier of the following: 

o 15 calendar days after the damaging weather or disaster occurrence or date damage to the specific crop acreage 
is apparent to the producer for low yield claims 

o 15 calendar days after the normal harvest date. 
Losses must be filed prior to tilling or grazing the damaged acres, as an appraisal must be completed to determine 
your loss and to protect your yield. 
 
NAP Production Reporting 
Production records for individual NAP crops need to be filled with our office to establish an approved yield (APH).  If this is the 
first year you participated in NAP, you can provide production and acreage information from prior years to establish your yield.  
If you participated in NAP in previous years, you must report your production and acreage on a yearly basis to keep your yield 
up-to-date.  Records submitted must be reliable and verifiable.  Records need to show crop disposition.  It is recommended 
producers submit production records as soon as possible after harvest.  2011 production deadline is July 15, 2012. 
 
NEW 2012 and 2013 Acreage Reporting Dates 
Filing an accurate and timely acreage report for all crops and land uses can prevent loss of many FSA program benefits.  The 
acreage reporting deadlines have changed.  The deadline for all 2012 crops is July 15, 2012.  The county office requests 
that you file your report by July 1, if at all possible, to allow the office time to prepare for the new 2013 acreage reporting dates 
which are as follows: 

• Perennial Forage, Perennial Rangeland Forage (PRF),                                     November 15, 2012 
  Native Range, Fall Wheat and all other Fall-Seeded Small Grains 
• Honey                                                                                                                January 2, 2013 
• Established Stand Alfalfa Seed, Fall Alfalfa Seed                                            January 15, 2013 
• Spring Alfalfa Seed, Spring Barley, Corn, Forage Seeding,                            July 15, 2013 
 Millet, Spring Oats, Spring Wheat, Sunflowers and all other crops not listed. 

 
Free GovDelivery – Enroll Now 
The USDA Farm Service Agency offices are moving into paperless operation to save tax payer dollars. Producers can now 
enroll in the new GovDelivery system which provides instant electronic deadline reminders, bulletins and newsletters direct to 
your email address. Now you don’t have to wait for a printed newsletter only occasionally sent through the mail.  

County Committee ballots will continue to be mailed to all eligible producers. Producers can subscribe to receive free e-mail 
updates by visiting www.fsa.usda.gov/subscribe.  Give it a try.  
 
Direct and Guaranteed Loans 

The Farm Service Agency is committed to providing family farmers with loans to meet their farm credit needs.  If you are 
having trouble getting the credit you need for your farm or regularly borrow from FSA, direct and guaranteed loans are currently 
available.   

If you’ve had a setback and your current lender is reluctant to extend or renew your loan, ask your lender about an FSA 
loan guarantee 

Farm ownership loans or farm operating loans may be obtained as direct loans for a maximum of up to $300,000. 
Guaranteed loans have a maximum limit of $1,214,000.  This makes the maximum combination of direct and guaranteed loan 
indebtedness $1,514,000.  

The one-time loan origination fee charged on FSA guaranteed farm ownership and operating loans has increased from 1 
percent to 1.5 percent of the guaranteed portion of the loan. This applies to loans obligated after October 1, 2011. To find out 
more about FSA loan programs, contact the county office staff. 

 
Rural Youth Loans 

The Farm Service Agency makes loans to rural youths to establish and operate income-producing projects in connection 
with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups.  Projects must be planned and operated with the help of the organization’s 
advisor, produce sufficient income to repay the loan and provide the youth with practical business and educational experience.  
The maximum loan amount is $5,000. 
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USDA Discrimination Cases 
The USDA has discrimination cases that involve Hispanics, women, black farmers and Native Americans.  For more 
information on these cases call the respective number: 

Hispanic and Women Farmers Claims Process (1-888-508-4429) 
Pigford-The Black Farmers Discrimination Litigation (1-866-950-5547) 
Keepseagle-The Native American Farmers Class Action Settlement (1-888-233-5506) 

 
Farm Storage Facility Loan Program 
    The Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program allows producers of eligible commodities to obtain low-interest 
financing to build or upgrade farm storage and handling facilities.  

The new maximum principal amount of a loan through FSFL is $500,000. Participants are now required to provide a 
down payment of 15 percent, with CCC providing a loan for the remaining 85 percent of the net cost of the eligible storage 
facility and permanent drying and handling equipment. New loan terms of 7, 10 or 12 years are available depending on the 
amount of the loan. Interest rates for each term rate may be different and are based on the rate which CCC borrows from 
the Treasury Department. 

Funds are made available in two parts: an early partial disbursement and the final disbursement. The partial 
disbursement will be available after a portion of the construction has been completed. The final fund disbursement will be 
made when all construction is completed. The maximum amount of the partial disbursement will be 50 percent of the 
projected and approved total loan amount. 

Applications for FSFL must be submitted to the FSA county office that maintains the farm's records. An FSFL must be 
approved before any site preparation or construction can begin. 

For more information about FSFL please visit your FSA county office or www.fsa.usda.gov.   
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, 

age, disability and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political 
beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to 
all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, 
etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office 
of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C.  20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD).   

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/

