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Amendment Transmittal 

 

A Background 

 

The Agricultural Act of 2014 amended the Food Security Act of 1985 to apply HELC and WC 

provisions to any premium subsidy paid by FCIC for any policy or plan of insurance.  The 

amendments made to HELC and WC provisions by the Agricultural Act of 2014 do not apply to 

any payment or benefit under FSA or NRCS programs.  However, AD-1026 and AD-1026 

Appendix have been revised to reflect the applicability of HELC and WC provisions to the 

subsidized portion of insurance premium. 

 

Note: Additional procedure and revised forms will be provided at a later date. 

 

B Reasons for Amendment 

 

Subparagraphs 201 B, 301 C and D, 302 C, 303 E, 305 A, 328 C and D, 356 B and C, 357 B 

and C, 505 C, and 702 C and G have been amended to update references to the revised AD-1026. 

 

Paragraph 306 has been amended to provide: 

 

 an example of the revised AD-1026 

 updated instructions for completing AD-1026. 

 

Paragraph 328 has been amended to provide an example of the revised AD-1026 Appendix. 

 

Paragraph 356 has been amended because the question has been removed from AD-1026. 
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Amendment Transmittal (Continued) 

 

C Form Changes 

 

AD-1026 has been revised to make it more readable, ask only 4 questions instead of the previous 

8 questions, and include provisions relating to crop insurance policies reinsured by FCIC. 

 

AD-1026 Appendix has been significantly expanded to include more information, including 

information on compliance provisions for crop insurance policies reinsured by FCIC. 

 

Note: The revised AD-1026 and AD-1026 Appendix are to be used for any new filing upon 

receipt of this amendment.  It is not necessary for producers with an existing AD-1026 on 

file to file a new AD-1026 unless there are changes to the answers on AD-1026 or a 

violation occurs. 
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Par. 200 

200 Overview of HELC Provisions (Continued) 

 

C Summary of HELC Exemptions or Relief 

 

The following table provides paragraph references for various exemptions or relief applicable 

to HELC provisions. 

 

Exemption or Relief Paragraph References 

Undue economic hardship 204 

NRCS exemptions 206 

Landlord exemption 603 

Tenant HELC exemption – landlord refusal 604 

Good faith relief 616, 621-623 

 

201 Redefining Fields With Previous NRCS HEL Determinations 

 

A Fields Requiring an NRCS Redetermination 
 

Changes to the field after NRCS has made previous HEL/NHEL determinations shall be 

forwarded to NRCS for a redetermination using AD-1026 when all of the following apply. 

 

 The producer has indicated on AD-1026 that an agricultural commodity as defined in 

subparagraph 200 B was or will be planted on the field for the year of requested program 

benefits. 

 

 The field boundary has physically changed. 

 

Examples: Clearing of surrounding land to increase the field size, not simply the 

removal of a fence or tree line or any affects of better measurements 

because of the use of digital photography. 

 

Reduction in a field size because of land taken out of agricultural 

production. 

 

Combination/division of previously delineated fields. 

 

Either a field: 

 

 with an NHEL designation is combined with any other field or area 

 

 with a HEL designation is combined with an area without an NRCS 

determination 

 

 is reduced in size (field division or land taken out of agricultural 

production). 
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Par. 201 

201 Redefining Fields With Previous NRCS HEL Determinations (Continued) 

 

B Fields Not Requiring an NRCS Redetermination 

 

Changes in field boundaries that do not meet the criteria in subparagraph A for an NRCS 

redetermination shall either: 

 

 be labeled “HEL” when multiple fields are combined and all of the fields were previously 

determined to be HEL 

 

Note: Fields that were previously determined to be HEL remain HEL when combined 

with another field. 

 

 be labeled “no determination”. 

 

Note: Areas labeled as “no determination” in the automated tract file will require a new 

NRCS determination if the producer intends to plant a commodity crop on the 

*--field.  A referral to NRCS is required with a “Yes” response on AD-1026, Part B, 

item 1.--* 

 

C Other Changes That Do Not Require a HEL Redetermination 
 

HEL redeterminations by NRCS are not required when any of the following apply. 

 

 The FSA acreage measurement is corrected and there has been no change to the physical 

boundaries of the field, such as a change in acreage because of GIS measurement.  The 

original NRCS determination shall be retained. 

 

 Changes to a farming operation resulting in a reconstitution that has no impact on 

previous HEL/NHEL determinations or producer eligibility. 

 

Examples: Reconstitutions resulting from the sale or loss of a rented tract. 

 

Reconstitutions involving the purchase or additional rental of tracts with 

previous HEL/NHEL determinations. 

 

D Producer Requests for Redeterminations 

 

The producer may make a request directly to NRCS to do either of the following: 

 

 validate an existing HEL determination of the field if there is reason to believe the 

designation resulting from a field combination or division is not correct 

 

 redefine a field to delineate that portion that is substantially NHEL, from that field for 

different management uses. 
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Par. 301 

301 AD-1026 Filing Requirements (Continued) 

 

C When to File AD-1026 
 

There is no specific deadline for filing AD-1026 unless otherwise provided in specific 

program procedure.  However, before a producer can be considered eligible for benefits 

subject to the provisions of this handbook, the producer and producer’s affiliated persons, if 

applicable, must have filed and certified compliance with HELC and WC provisions. 

*--AD-1026 is considered filed and certified when AD-1026, Part C, item 1A is signed.--* 

 

D AD-1026 Certifications for Programs Covering Past Years 

 

In certain cases, a producer may apply for program benefits that are applicable to previous 

program or crop years. 

 

If AD-1026 was not on file for the year of eligibility, the certification of compliance must be 

completed before issuing program payments.  The County Office shall instruct the producer 

to complete AD-1026 for the year of eligibility by: 

 

*--entering the applicable program or crop year in Part A, item 3 

 

Example: If a producer is completing an application in 2014 for program benefits 

associated with 2012, “2012” shall be entered in Part A, item 3. 

 

 answering the questions on AD-1026 about the year indicated in Part A, item 3.--* 

 

E Updating AD-1026 Field in Eligibility File 

 

County Offices shall update the AD-1026 field in the web-based eligibility system according 

to 3-PL (Rev. 1). 

 

F Joint Venture Without ID Number 
 

For a joint venture requesting program benefits that does not have an IRS employer ID 

number, the members of the joint venture shall be considered the producers requesting 

benefits. 

 

AD-1026 must be filed by each member of the joint venture that has a farming interest. 

Affiliated persons of the members with farming interests must also file AD-1026.  Since the 

AD-1026 member certification statement “includes all land in which [the member has] or 

will have an interest”, there is no need to obtain a separate AD-1026 from the joint venture. 
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Par. 301 

301 AD-1026 Filing Requirements (Continued) 

 

G Revocable Trust Without Employer ID Number 

 

For a revocable trust requesting program benefits that does not have an IRS employer ID 

number, only the grantor shall be required to file AD-1026.  There is no need to obtain a 

separate AD-1026 for the trust. 

 

Affiliated persons of the grantor must also file AD-1026 if they have farming interests. 

 

Since the AD-1026 certification statement by the grantor “includes all land in which [the 

grantor has] or will have an interest,” there is no need to obtain a separate AD-1026 from the 

trust. 

 

H Updating Tract Records 

 

Tract records, including the recording of NRCS HEL and wetland determinations, must be 

updated in the producer’s administrative County Office as determined by 3-CM. 

 

For multi-county producers, the administrative County Office for a particular tract may be 

different than the producer’s recording County Office. 

 

I Responsibility of Producer Requesting Benefits 

 

The producer requesting benefits is responsible for providing the County Office, in which 

AD-1026 is filed, a copy of AD-1026 filed by their affiliated persons in their respective 

County Offices.  County Offices may be able to assist the producer with that requirement by 

requesting a mailed or FAXed copy from the affiliated persons’ recording County Offices. 
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Par. 302 

302 Affiliated Persons – Determination and AD-1026 Requirement (Continued) 

 

C AD-1026 Filing Requirement for Affiliated Persons 
 

All affiliated persons with farming interests must file AD-1026 before the producer 

requesting benefits shall be considered eligible. 

 

Note: Affiliated persons are considered as having farming interests if the affiliated person is 

listed as owner, operator, tenant, or sharecropper on any farm or undeveloped land. 

 

Exception: A spouse or minor child of the person requesting benefits shall not be 

required to file AD-1026, if both of the following apply for the spouse or 

minor child: 

 

 does not have a farming interest as an individual or member of a joint 

operation separate from the person requesting benefits 

 

 does not receive program benefits under his or her individual ID number. 

 

Example: The husband files AD-1026.  The wife’s only farming interest separate from the 

husband is as a beneficiary of a trust.  The trust shall file AD-1026.  The wife is 

*--not required to be listed on the husband’s AD-1026, Part A, item 4 and shall--* 

not be required to file AD-1026 as an individual, if she does not receive benefits 

under her individual ID number. 

 

D Affiliated Persons of Multi-County Producers 

 

Affiliated persons of a multi-county producer shall file AD-1026 in the FSA recording 

County Office designated for the affiliated person.  Only the affiliated persons with farming 

interests are required to complete AD-1026. 
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 Par. 303 

303 Certification of Compliance and Eligibility for Payment 

 

A When Producer May Sign 

 

The producer may sign AD-1026 after: 

 

 all questions on AD-1026 have been answered 

 

Note: Multi-county producers shall complete AD-1026 in the recording County Office. 

 

 AD-1026 Appendix has been given to the producer. 

 

Exception: If a producer is declared ineligible for benefits because of a COC or NRCS 

determination, then follow instructions in Part 6. 

 

B Updating Web-Based Eligibility System 

 

Follow instructions in 3-PL (Rev. 1) to update the web-based eligibility system. 

 

C Eligibility for Payment 

 

Provided all other eligibility requirements are met, County Offices may issue program 

payments to the producer before all NRCS determinations are completed if the producer 

certifies compliance with HELC and WC provisions. 

 

D Withholding Program Payments 
 

Some producers may be uncertain as to their compliance with HELC and WC provisions.  In 

these cases, the producer may request in writing that the County Office not issue program 

payments pending necessary NRCS determinations. 

 

The County Office shall not otherwise delay issuing program payments without an FSA 

determination of ineligibility based upon an NRCS-completed FSA-569. 

 

E Continuous AD-1026 Certification 

 

Certification on AD-1026 is a continuous certification that will be effective for the current 

*--year entered in Part A, item 3 and subsequent years for which benefits subject to HELC--* 

and WC compliance are requested, unless either of the following occurs: 

 

 there are changes or activities that affect compliance with HELC or WC provisions, 

including refusal to provide access to determine compliance 

 

 the producer submits a written request that AD-1026 be withdrawn. 

 

If the previously filed AD-1026 is no longer effective, a new AD-1026 must be filed to 

regain eligibility.  See subparagraph 305 A for situations that require a new AD-1026. 
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Par. 304 

304 Distributing Copies of AD-1026 

 

A Producer Copies 

 

Provide the producer with a copy of AD-1026 after AD-1026 has been signed. 

 

Attach AD-1026 Appendix to the producer’s AD-1026. 

 

B Review Affiliated Persons’ Copies 

 

Ensure that all AD-1026’s for the affiliated persons of the producer requesting benefits 

include either of the following: 

 

 producer’s signature on AD-1026 

 statement of ineligibility on AD-1026. 

 

305 When New AD-1026 Is Required To Be Filed 

 

A Requirements for New AD-1026 

 

The producer shall file a new AD-1026 to replace a previously filed AD-1026 when any of 

the following changes are made to the producer’s records after AD-1026 was signed: 

 

*--a “yes” answer applies for the question in AD-1026, Part B, item 1 or 2 for activities--* 

not previously reported on AD-1026 and technical determinations for these activities 

were not completed by NRCS 

 

 any land that does not have a determination is broken out on farms or tracts associated 

with the producer 

 

 the producer was determined ineligible because of a violation of HELC or WC provisions 

or a refusal to provide access to determine compliance. 

 

B Updating Web-Based Eligibility System 

 

If a producer is required to file a new AD-1026, County Offices shall update the AD-1026 

determination information in the web-based eligibility system according to 3-PL (Rev. 1) to 

indicate “Not Filed” until a new AD-1026 is filed.  The previously filed AD-1026 is no 

longer valid. 
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Par. 306 

306 Completing and Obtaining AD-1026 

 

A Example of AD-1026, Page 1 

 

The following is an example of AD-1026, page 1. 

*-- 

 
--* 
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Par. 306 

306 Completing and Obtaining AD-1026 (Continued) 

 

B Example of AD-1026, Page 2 

 

The following is an example of AD-1026, page 2. 

*-- 

 
--* 
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Par. 306 

306 Completing and Obtaining AD-1026 (Continued) 

 

C Completing AD-1026 
 

Producers shall complete AD-1026 according to the following table. 

*-- 

Item Instruction 

Part A – Basic Information 

1 Enter producer’s full name or the name of the business entity applying for USDA 

program benefits. 

2 Enter last 4 digits of the producer’s SSN or tax ID number. 

3 Enter crop year for which benefits are being requested.  In most cases, it will be the 

current crop year.  However, if applying for program benefits for a past year, enter 

the specific year applicable to the application. 

4 List all affiliated persons with farming interests.  Only affiliated persons of the 

producer requesting program benefits with farming interests are required to complete 

AD-1026.  See AD-1026 Appendix, item 7 to determine affiliated persons. 

5 Check this box if the producer or any affiliated person does not have an interest in 

land that could produce an agricultural commodity. 

 

If this box is checked, go to Part C. 

 

Example: Producer A is a honey producer that files AD-1026 for FSA program 

participation (ELAP and NAP).  Producer A’s hives are not placed on 

any land that the producer has an interest in and honey is their only crop.  

In this situation, the box would be checked in item 5. 

Part B – HELC/WC Compliance Questions 

1 ENTER “X” in either the “Yes” or “No” column. 

 

Answer “Yes” if during the crop year entered in Part A, or the term of a requested 

USDA loan, the producer in Part A did or will plant and produce an agricultural 

commodity on land for which a HEL determination has not been made. 

 

If “Yes” is answered, FSA will request a HEL determination from NRCS for the 

specific fields provided in Part D. 

2 ENTER “X” in either the “Yes” or “No” column for each of items 2A, 2B, and 2C. 

 

These questions refer to drainage activity.  If “Yes” is answered in item 2A or 2B, 

FSA will request a wetland evaluation from NRCS for the specific areas listed in 

Part D. 

 

If “Yes” is answered in item 2C (maintenance), it does not require a certified 

wetland determination.  NRCS will be notified of the intention to maintain an 

existing drainage system. 

--* 
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Par. 306 

306 Completing and Obtaining AD-1026 (Continued) 

 

C Completing AD-1026 (Continued) 

*-- 

Item Instruction 

Part B – HELC/WC Compliance Questions (Continued) 

3 Check box 3A if the producer in Part A has FCIC reinsured crop insurance and the 

filing of AD-1026 represents the first time the producer in Part A, including any 

affiliated person, has been subject to HELC and WC provisions. 

 

Check box 3B if either of the following applies to the producer in Part A for the 

specified crop year in Part A: 

 

 is a tenant on a farm that will not be in compliance with HELC and WC 

provisions because the landlord refuses to allow compliance, but other farms 

associated with that landlord are in compliance.  AD-1026B must be completed. 

 

 is a landlord of a farm that is or will not be in compliance with HELC and WC 

provisions because of a violation by the tenant on that farm, but other farms not 

associated with that tenant are in compliance.  AD-1026C must be completed. 

 

If neither box 3A nor 3B are checked, go to Part C. 

Part C – Certification of Compliance 

1 The producer shall read the Certification of Compliance statement and sign and date. 

 

The producer should not sign AD-1026 if the producer’s farming operation is not in 

compliance with all HELC and WC provisions. 

2 This item is for FSA use only. 

Part D – Additional Information 

1 This item must be completed only if “Yes” was answered in Part B, item 1 or 2.  List 

farm, tract, and field number in item A.  Briefly describe activity in item B.  List 

land use and specify crops in item C.  List the location county in item D. 

2 This item is to provide space for any additional information provided in item 1. 

--* 

307-327 (Reserved) 
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(through 3-60) 



. 



Par. 328 

Section 2    AD-1026 Appendix and Producer Farm Data Report 

 

328 AD-1026 Appendix 

 

A Example of AD-1026 Appendix 

 

The following is an example of AD-1026 Appendix. 

*-- 

 
--* 

6-30-14     6-CP (Rev. 4) Amend. 3 Page 3-61 



Par. 328 

328 AD-1026 Appendix (Continued) 

 

A Example of AD-1026 Appendix (Continued) 

*-- 

 
--* 
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Par. 328 

328 AD-1026 Appendix (Continued) 

 

A Example of AD-1026 Appendix (Continued) 

*-- 

 
--* 
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Par. 328 

328 AD-1026 Appendix (Continued) 

 

B Purpose of AD-1026 Appendix 

 

AD-1026 Appendix contains the eligibility conditions for HELC and WC compliance. 

 

C Explaining AD-1026 Appendix to Producers 

 

AD-1026 Appendix shall be provided to the producer before the producer completes 

*--AD-1026 and certifies compliance in Part C, item 1A.  Before AD-1026 is completed, the--* 

County Office shall: 

 

 have the producer read AD-1026 Appendix 

 

 answer any questions the producer may have 

 

*--explain that by signing AD-1026, Part C, item 1A, the producer is certifying--* 

compliance with the provisions on AD-1026 Appendix. 

 

D Distributing AD-1026 Appendix 

 

County Offices shall provide a copy of both AD-1026 Appendix and AD-1026 to the 

producer upon completing the Continuous AD-1026 Certification statement in AD-1026, 

*--Part C, item 1A.--* 
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Par. 329 

329 Printing and Using Producer Farm Data Report 

 

A Printing Producer Farm Data Report 

 

A single Producer Farm Data Report covering all of the producer’s farming interests in the 

country may be printed from any County Office according to 3-CM. 

 

B Using Producer Farm Data Report 

 

The Producer Farm Data Report includes the following: 

 

 all of a producer’s farming interests by county, farm, and tract numbers 

 whether the tract includes any fields with HEL or wetlands. 

 

The information on the Producer Farm Data Report may be useful to a producer when 

completing the questions on AD-1026.  However, its use is not a requirement for producer 

certification on AD-1026. 

 

330-355 (Reserved) 
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Par. 356 

Section 3    Referrals to NRCS 

 

356 When to Refer AD-1026 to NRCS 

 

A Background 
 

AD-1026 documents the producer’s cropping, drainage, and land manipulation intentions for 

determining whether a referral to NRCS for HEL or wetland determinations is necessary. 

 

If referrals to NRCS are necessary, then AD-1026 serves as the transmittal document. 

 

B Reviewing AD-1026 

 

County Offices shall review AD-1026 completed by the producer and refer AD-1026 to 

NRCS when either of the following applies: 

 

*--“Yes” is answered in Part B, item 1, 2A, 2B, or 2C--* 

 

 there is reason to believe the questions were not answered correctly and an NRCS 

determination is necessary before FSA can determine whether the producer is out of 

compliance. 

 

* * * 
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Par. 356 

356 When to Refer AD-1026 to NRCS (Continued) 

 

C Referral to NRCS Because of Maintenance 

 

*--When producers answer “Yes” on AD-1026, Part B, item 2C, they are certifying that they 

intend to perform maintenance on a drainage system or other manipulation of a wetland that 

took place before December 23, 1985.  AD-1026, Part C, item 2 instructs FSA to refer a copy 

of AD-1026 when Part B, item 1, 2A, 2B, or 2C is answered “Yes”. 

 

NRCS assistance is not required for normal maintenance of existing drainage systems. 

Therefore, NRCS-CPA-026e will not be issued by NRCS in response to receiving AD-1026 

on which only Part B, item 2C is answered “Yes”.  However, NRCS will maintain a record of 

these AD-1026’s as a record of maintenance that has been performed. 

 

FSA County Offices shall provide NRCS with an “Informational Copy” of AD-1026 when 

the only reason for the referral is a “Yes” designation in Part B, item 2C.--* 

 

Since NRCS-CPA-026e will not be provided to FSA in these cases, the FSA County Office 

shall not indicate a referral to NRCS is “pending” in the producer’s subsidiary file according 

to 3-PL (Rev. 1), subparagraph 29 C. 

 

357 Preparation for Referral to NRCS 

 

A Referrals to NRCS 

 

When a referral to NRCS is necessary according to paragraph 356, use the following table to 

initiate the referral. 

 

IF NRCS determination is... THEN the County Office shall... 

not required in another county complete the steps in subparagraph B for their County 

Office. 

required in another county provide a copy of AD-1026 to the applicable County 

Office. 
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Par. 357 

357 Preparation for Referral to NRCS (Continued) 

 

B County Office Referrals to NRCS 

 

County Offices shall prepare the necessary documents for referral to NRCS for HEL or 

wetland determinations for land located in their counties according to the following table. 

 

Task Action 

Prepare copies 

of aerial 

imagery 

Prepare 3 complete sets of copies that require determinations as follows. 

 

 List the tract number or numbers with the owner’s name on the reverse 

side of the copy or attach a copy of the Farm Producer Data Report 

and circle applicable tract numbers. 

 

 Delineate fields or subdivisions of fields for which a “Yes” answer on 

 *--AD-1026, Part B, item 1 or 2 applies and determinations are--* 

needed. 

 

 Identify any drainage activity completed or proposed. 

 

Note: Determinations are needed for: 

 

 fields that either have been or will be planted to agricultural 

commodities 

 

 drainage activities that have not been previously evaluated by 

NRCS. 

Complete 

AD-1026, 

*--Part C, 

item 2 

On AD-1026, Part C, item 2:--* 

 

 enter the date AD-1026 is referred to NRCS 

 

 County Office employee responsible for the referral to NRCS shall 

sign and date. 

Send to NRCS Attach the prepared imagery to copies of AD-1026, and send to NRCS. 
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Par. 357 

357 Preparation for Referral to NRCS (Continued) 

 

C Example of AD-1026 Referral for Multi-County Producer 

 

The following table provides an example of referring AD-1026 to NRCS for a multi-county 

producer. 

 

Situation: Producer X has farming interests in Counties A, B, and C.  County C is the 

*--recording County Office.  The question in AD-1026, Part B, item 2A is answered 

“Yes”.  County A, farm 200, tract 1025, field 1, is indicated on AD-1026, 

Part D.--* 

 

Step Action 

1 County C makes a copy of AD-1026 and forwards to County A. 

2 County A receives AD-1026 for Producer X from recording County C.  County A 

shall: 

 

 complete a farm photocopy for the field that needs a determination as listed in 

 *--AD-1026, Part D--* 

 

 contact the producer, if additional information is needed 

 

 attach a farm photocopy to a copy of AD-1026, and send to NRCS. 

3 When NRCS determination is received, County A shall: 

 

 record determination for the tract according to 3-CM 

 record NRCS determination in the Service Center GIS system 

 forward copies of NRCS-CPA-026e to recording County C. 

 

358-399 (Reserved) 
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Par. 505 

505 Possible HELC Compliance Deficiencies Discovered Through Technical Assistance 

(Continued) 

 

C Referrals to NRCS for Technical Assistance (Continued) 

 

The following table provides some situations and the procedure to be used by NRCS and 

FSA for HELC observations considered technical assistance. 

 

Technical Assistance Determinations FSA Action NRCS Action 

Determination needed for the current 

year by FSA on FSA-569 because the 

records show that a producer who 

wants to participate in the current year 

is ineligible because a prior year HELC 

violation determination was not 

resolved. 

 

Note: If the producer insists on 

signing AD-1026 to certify 

*--compliance in Part C, item 2,--* 

do not consider it technical 

assistance according to this 

paragraph.  Prepare FSA-569 

according to paragraph 502 and 

do not identify it as technical 

assistance. 

Prepare FSA-569 

according to 

paragraph 502. 

 

Enter at the top of 

FSA-569, 

“Referred for 

Technical 

Assistance”. 

NRCS will process according 

to subparagraph A. 

 

NRCS will complete FSA-569 

to show HELC compliance for 

the crop year entered on 

FSA-569 if subparagraph A 

requirements are met. 

 

Note: FSA-569’s that are not 

identified by FSA as 

technical assistance 

will: 

 

 not be processed 

according to this 

paragraph 

 

 require a good faith 

determination 

according to Part 4 

if an exemption is 

requested. 
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Par. 505 

505 Possible HELC Compliance Deficiencies Discovered Through Technical Assistance 

(Continued) 

 

C Referrals to NRCS for Technical Assistance (Continued) 

 

Technical Assistance Determinations FSA Action NRCS Action 

The producer reports a HELC problem 

situation that he or she needs to resolve. 

Refer the producer to 

NRCS for technical 

assistance. 

 

Upon request by NRCS, 

provide a complete list 

of names and addresses 

of: 

 

 operator of the farm 

 

 owner of the tract 

 

 tenants and 

sharecroppers on the 

farm. 

NRCS will request a 

complete list of names 

and addresses of 

persons associated with 

the farm with the 

potential deficiency. 

 

NRCS will process 

according to 

subparagraph A. 

NRCS observes a potential compliance 

deficiency while providing technical 

assistance. 

Upon request by NRCS, 

provide a complete list 

of names and addresses 

of: 

 

 operator of the farm 

 

 owner of the tract 

 

 tenants and 

sharecroppers on the 

farm. 

 

506-599 (Reserved) 
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Par. 702 

702 Using FSA-493 

 

A Administrative County Office Responsibilities 
 

The County Office that maintains the farm and tract records for the land on which a violation 

has occurred, referred to as an administrative County Office, is responsible for: 

 

 initiating FSA-493’s 

 

 coordinating with other counties for completing FSA-493’s 

 

 ensuring that FSA-493’s are reported to cover all land for each producer and affiliate who 

is associated with the violating farm. 

 

B Other County Office Responsibility 
 

Other County Office is a county that maintains farm and tract records for a producer who is 

associated with a violating farm that is administered by another County Office. 

 

Other County Offices shall complete FSA-493, Part C for FSA-493’s that are referred from 

the administrative County Office, according to this paragraph. 

 

C Administrative County Office Action 
 

The administrative County Office receiving FSA-569 shall determine the total number of 

FSA-493’s that are required for the administrative County Office and other counties 

according to the following table. 

 

Step Action 

1 FSA-569 is received from NRCS, which indicates that: 

 

 a violation has occurred or confirms that an area is CW that was planted to an 

agricultural commodity 

 

 NRCS determinations are final technical determinations according to 

7 CFR Part 614. 

2 Determine the following producers associated with the farm reported on FSA-569: 

 

 operator, tenants, and sharecroppers on the farm 

 owner of the tract. 

 

All of the producers recorded on FSA-569 shall be reported on FSA-493’s, whether 

or not the producers will be affected by the violation.  This includes both 

participating and nonparticipating producers. 
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Par. 702 

702 Using FSA-493 (Continued) 
 

C Administrative County Office Action (Continued) 
 

Step Action 

3 Determine whether producers derived from step 2 filed AD-1026 effective for the 

crop year entered in FSA-569, item 10. 

4 *--Determine affiliated persons from AD-1026, Part A, item 4 for producers--* 

determined to have filed AD-1026 according to step 3. 

5 Print the Producer Farm Data Report for producers and affiliated persons. 

6 If affiliated persons determined in step 4 are not recorded in FRS, no further action 

is required. 

 

Note: Only affiliates of producers who filed AD-1026’s will be reported. 

7 Determine other counties where producers have a farming interest. 

8 Complete separate FSA-493: 

 

 Parts A and B for each county where producers on the violating farm or their 

affiliated persons have farming interests determined in step 7 

 

 Parts A, B, and C for producers on the violating farm reported on FSA-569 and 

affiliated persons in FRS. 

 

FSA-493, item 1 shall be checked either: 

 

 “No” for first time reports for the producer 

 “Yes” if reporting revisions from a prior report. 
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Par. 702 

702 Using FSA-493 (Continued) 
 

F Completing FSA-493, Part A, Item 9 
 

Entries recorded on FSA-569, Part C, item 1 shall be used to determine the block that shall 

be checked on FSA-493, Part A, item 9, according to the following table. 

 

Statement Checked on 

FSA-569, Part C, Item 1 

 

Item to Check on FSA-493, Part A 

 Item Violation 

The field does NOT meet 

requirements of the HELC 

provisions. 

9 A HELC 

The area identified is a CW. 9 B Planting on CW 

 

Note: FSA-493’s shall not be prepared for 

producers on the farm unless FSA 

determined that CW was planted to an 

agricultural commodity. 

The area identified is a wetland that 

was converted after 11/28/90. 

9 C Wetland Conversion after 11/28/90 

 

G Completing FSA-493, Part B 
 

FSA-493, Part B shall be completed by the administrative County Office according to the 

following table. 

 

Item Instructions 

10 

through 

12 

Enter the producer’s name, last 4 digits of ID number, and ID type. 

13 Check whether the producer in item 10 filed AD-1026 applicable to the crop 

*--year entered in Part A, item 3.--* 

14 Approved GPR amount from AD-1068 shall be entered on one FSA-493 only 

by the administrative County Office for the producer.  Items 15 and 16 will be 

the same as item 4 for the producer. 

 

Note: Item 14 shall be left blank for FSA-493’s prepared for other counties. 

15 and 

16 

Enter State and county name and code. 
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Par. 702 

702 Using FSA-493 (Continued) 
 

H Preparing, Filing, and Sending FSA-493’s to Other Counties 
 

The administrative County Office shall: 

 

 maintain a folder of pending FSA-493’s 

 send other counties FSA-493’s according to the following table. 

 

Step Action 

1 Prepare a folder for each tract for which a violation determination requires preparing 

FSA-493’s according to this paragraph. 

2 Place the following FSA-493’s in the FSA-493 file: 

 

 original FSA-493’s prepared for the administrative County Office 

 a copy of FSA-493’s prepared for other counties. 

3 Send original FSA-493’s to the applicable other county listed in FSA-493, Part B. 

 

 I Other Counties Preparing FSA-493’s 

 

Other counties that receive FSA-493’s, with Parts A and B completed, shall do the following. 

 

Step Action 

1 Print the Producer Farm Data Report for the producer recorded in FSA-493, Part B. 

2 Complete FSA-493, Part C according to subparagraphs J through L. 

3 Maintain a file with copies of FSA-493’s that are prepared according to step 2. 

4 Send original completed FSA-493 to the County Office recorded in FSA-493, 

Part A. 

 

J Information Needed to Complete FSA-493, Part C 
 

The following information will be required for producers recorded on FSA-493, Part B to 

complete Part C: 

 

 Producer Farm Data Report printed for the producer by the County Office indicated in 

FSA-493, Part B, item 16 

 

 the amount of FSA and NRCS benefits requested by the producer for all programs that 

are covered by HELC and WC provisions for the crop year entered in FSA-493, Part A, 

item 3. 

 

Note: All farms in which the producer has an interest and all benefits requested must be 

recorded for every producer for whom FSA-493 is required. 
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Exhibit 1 

Reports, Forms, Abbreviations, and Redelegations of Authority 

 

Reports 

 

This table lists the required reports in this handbook. 

 

Report 

Control 

Number 

 

 

Title 

 

Reporting 

Period 

 

Submission 

Date 

 

Negative 

Report 

 

 

Reference 

PA-124R 

(AD-1026B) 

Highly Erodible Land 

Exemption Request 

Prior Crop 

Year 

January 10 Yes 604 

 

Forms 

 

This table lists all forms referenced in this handbook. 

 

Number Title 

Display 

Reference Reference 

AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and 

Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification 

306 Text 

AD-1026 Appendix Appendix to Form AD-1026, Highly Erodible Land 

Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation 

(WC) Certification 

328 303, 304, 306 

AD-1026B Highly Erodible Land Conservation Exemption 

Request 

604 306, 703 

AD-1026C Landlord or Landowner Exemption Request 603 306, 602 

AD-1026D Relief for Undue Economic Hardship Request 

Highly Erodible Land Conservation 

204  

AD-1068 Request for Good Faith Relief – Highly Erodible 

Land Conservation (HELC) Violation 

622 616, 621, 623, 

702, 703 

AD-1068A Distribution of Graduated Payment Reduction 

(GPR) (Supplemental to AD-1068) 

623 616 

AD-1069 Request for Good Faith Relief – Wetland 

Conservation (WC) Violation 

632 616, 631, 703 

FSA-156EZ Abbreviated 156 Farm Record and Tract Listing  439 

FSA-492 Data Needed for Third-Party Determinations 220 219 

FSA-493 Highly Erodible Land Conservation/Wetland 

Conservation Violation Data 

702 700, 701, 703, 

750 

FSA-569 NRCS Report of HELC and WC Compliance 502 Text 

FSA-577 Report of Supervisory Check  17 

NRCS-CPA-026 Highly Erodible Land and Wetland Conservation 

Determination 

 400, 402, 422 

NRCS-CPA-026e Highly Erodible Land and Wetland Conservation 

Determination 

400 202, 356, 357, 

402, 604 

NRCS-CPA-027 Certification of Highly Erodible Land Conservation 

Plan(s) and System(s) 

 400-402 
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Exhibit 1 

Reports, Forms, Abbreviations, and Redelegations of Authority (Continued) 

 

Abbreviations Not Listed in 1-CM 

 

The following abbreviations are not listed in 1-CM. 

 

Approved 

Abbreviation Term Reference 

1985 Act Food Security Act of 1985 1, 2, 200, 210, 

300, 604 

AW artificial wetland 212, 226, 421, 

422, Ex. 2 

CD Conservation District 19, 200, 203, 

Ex. 2 

CW converted wetland (converted after December 23, 1985) 210, 218, 421, 

502, 633, 701, 

702, Ex. 2 

FW farmed wetland 210, 226, 227, 

421, 422, Ex. 2 

FWP farmed wetland pasture 226, 227, 421, 

Ex. 2 

GPR graduated payment reduction 616, 621-623, 

702 

MW minimal effect wetland 212, 213, 218, 

421, Ex. 2 

NHEL not highly erodible land 201, 202, 400, 

421 

NW nonwetland 212, 421 

OO owner and operator 702 

OP operator 702 

OT tenant or sharecropper 702 

OW owner 702 

PC prior converted wetland (converted before December 23, 1985) 210, 226, 421, 

422, Ex. 2 

SWCD Soil and Water Conservation District 204, 622, 631, 

632 

W wetland Text, Ex. 2 

 

Redelegations of Authority 

 

None 
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