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USDA’s Building Blocks for 
Climate Smart Agriculture & 
Forestry 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture announced a 
comprehensive and detailed approach to support 
farmers, ranchers, and forest land owners in their 
response to address the causes of climate change 
in April 2015. The framework consists of 10 building 
blocks that span a range of technologies and 
practices to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, 
increase carbon storage, and generate clean 
renewable energy through mitigation.  

USDA’s strategy focuses on climate-smart practices 
designed for working production systems that 
provide multiple economic and environmental 
benefits in addition to supporting resilience to 
extreme weather, reduced emissions and increased 
carbon storage.  

Through this comprehensive set of voluntary 
programs and initiatives spanning its programs, 
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USDA expects to reduce net emissions and 
enhance carbon sequestration by over 120 million 
metric tons of CO2 equivalent (MMTCO2e) per year 
– about 2% of economy-wide net greenhouse 
emissions – by 2025. That’s the equivalent of taking 
25 million cars off the road, or offsetting the 
emissions produced by powering nearly 11 million 
homes last year.   

For more information on the Building Blocks for 
Climate Smart Agriculture and Forestry click the 
following link:   
http://www.usda.gov/documents/climate-smart-fact-
sheet.pdf . For additional information on ways to 
consider greenhouse gases when managing land, 
refer to the USDA Climate Hub webpage: 
http://www.climatehubs.oce.usda.gov/. 

 
FSA Unveils Monthly Webinar 
Series 
The FSA Outreach and Education Division will host 
a series of webinars each month to inform producers 
about FSA programs and initiatives. To register for 
any of the below listed webinars, visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/outreach and click on “Outreach 
Webinars.” 

June 7 at 2 p.m. EDT 
Cooperative Agreements Regarding Outreach 
and Education, Technical Assistance and 
Financial Education for FSA Programs, 
Functions and Activities 
 
FSA will review proposals submitted by non-profit 
organizations and institutions of higher education in 
the second round of proposals for FSA cooperative 
agreements July 11, 2016. Join the webinar to learn 
about proposal types, eligible expenses and FSA 
programs the agreements support. 

July 19 at 2 p.m. EDT 
Understanding Receipt for Service 
 
To ensure that all USDA customers and potential 
customers are being served properly in local offices, 
the 2014 Farm Bill requires that a receipt be 
provided. Learn more about Receipt for Service, 
how it affects you and what you can expect when 
you visit a local Farm Service Agency county office. 

Aug. 9 at 2 p.m. EDT 
Need Commodity Storage? The Farm Storage 
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Facility Loan (FSFL) Can Help 
 
The Farm Storage Facility Loan Program provides 
low-interest financing so producers can build or 
upgrade permanent or portable facilities to store 
commodities. Learn how this program may be able 
to help your operation. 
 
Persons with disabilities who require 
accommodations to attend or participate in these 
webinars should contact Tanya Brown at 202-690-
1700 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339 at 
least three business days prior to the webinar.  

The webinars will be recorded for future viewing and 
can be accessed on www.fsa.usda.gov/outreach.  

 

 
USDA Unveils New Improvement to Streamline Crop 
Reporting 
Update Lets Farmers and Ranchers Report Common Acreage Information Once 

Farmers and ranchers filing crop acreage reports with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) and 
participating insurance providers approved by the Risk Management Agency (RMA) now can 
provide the common information from their acreage reports at one office and the information will be 
electronically shared with the other location.   

This new process is part of the USDA Acreage Crop Reporting Streamlining Initiative (ACRSI). This 
interagency collaboration also includes participating private crop insurance agents and insurance 
companies, all working to streamline the information collected from farmers and ranchers who 
participate in USDA programs. 

Once filing at one location, data that’s important to both FSA and RMA will be securely and 
electronically shared with the other location avoiding redundant and duplicative reporting, as well as 
saving farmers and ranchers time. 

Since 2009, USDA has been working to streamline the crop reporting process for agricultural 
producers, who have expressed concerns with providing the same basic common information for 
multiple locations.  In 2013, USDA consolidated the deadlines to 15 dates for submitting these 
reports, down from the previous 54 dates at RMA and 17 dates for FSA. USDA representatives 
believe farmers and ranchers will experience a notable improvement in the coming weeks as they 
approach the peak season for crop reporting later this summer.  

More than 93 percent of all annual reported acres to FSA and RMA now are eligible for the common 
data reporting, and USDA is exploring adding more crops. Producers must still visit both locations to 
validate and sign acreage reports, complete maps or provide program-specific information. The 
common data from the first-filed acreage report will now be available to pre-populate and accelerate 
completion of the second report. Plans are underway at USDA to continue building upon the 
framework with additional efficiencies at a future date.   

Farmers and ranchers are also reminded that they can now access their FSA farm information from 
the convenience of their home computer. Producers can see field boundaries, images of the farm, 
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conservation status, operator and owner information and much more.  

The new customer self-service portal, known as FSAFarm+, gives farmers and ranchers online 
access to securely view, print or export their personal farm data.  To enroll in the online service, 
producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office for details. To find a local FSA office in 
your area, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
USDA Offers Targeted Farm Loan Funding for Underserved 
Groups and Beginning Farmers 
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers that FSA offers targeted farm ownership 
and farm operating loans to assist underserved applicants as well as beginning farmers and 
ranchers.  

USDA defines underserved applicants as a group whose members have been subjected to racial, 
ethnic, or gender prejudice because of their identity as members of the group without regard to their 
individual qualities. For farm loan program purposes, targeted underserved groups are women, 
African Americans, American Indians and Alaskan Natives, Hispanics and Asians and Pacific 
Islanders.  

Underserved or beginning farmers and ranchers who cannot obtain commercial credit from a bank 
can apply for either FSA direct loans or guaranteed loans. Direct loans are made to applicants by 
FSA. Guaranteed loans are made by lending institutions who arrange for FSA to guarantee the loan. 
FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of principal and interest on a loan. The FSA 
guarantee allows lenders to make agricultural credit available to producers who do not meet the 
lender's normal underwriting criteria.  

The direct and guaranteed loan program provides for two types of loans:  farm ownership loans and 
farm operating loans. In addition to customary farm operating and ownership loans, FSA now offers 
Microloans through the direct loan program. The focus of Microloans is on the financing needs of 
small, beginning farmer, niche and non-traditional farm operations. Microloans are available for both 
ownership and operating finance needs. To learn more about microloans, visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans.  

To qualify as a beginning producer, the individual or entity must meet the eligibility requirements 
outlined for direct or guaranteed loans. Additionally, individuals and all entity members must have 
operated a farm for less than 10 years. Applicants must materially or substantially participate in the 
operation.  

For more information on FSA’s farm loan programs and targeted underserved and beginning farmer 
guidelines, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans. 

 
USDA Financial Assistance Available to Help Organic 
Farmers Create Conservation Buffers 
USDA is assisting organic farmers with the cost of establishing up to 20,000 acres of new 
conservation buffers and other practices on and near farms that produce organic crops.  

The financial assistance is available from the USDA Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), a 
federally funded voluntary program that contracts with agricultural producers so that environmentally 
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sensitive land is not farmed or ranched, but instead used for conservation benefits. CRP participants 
establish long-term, resource-conserving plant species, such as approved grasses or trees (known 
as “covers”) to control soil erosion, improve water quality and develop wildlife habitat. In return, FSA 
provides participants with rental payments and cost-share assistance. Contract duration is between 
10 and 15 years.  

For conservation buffers, funds are available for establishing shrubs and trees, or supporting 
pollinating species, and can be planted in blocks or strips. Interested organic producers can offer 
eligible land for enrollment in this initiative at any time.  

Other USDA FSA programs that assist organic farmers include: 

• The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program that provides financial assistance for 55 to 100 
percent of the average market price for organic crop losses between 50 to 65 percent of expected 
production due to a natural disaster. 

• Marketing assistance loans that provide interim financing to help producers meet cash flow needs 
without having to sell crops during harvest when market prices are low, and deficiency payments to 
producers who forgo the loan in return for a payment on the eligible commodity. 

• A variety of loans for operating expenses, ownership or guarantees with outside lenders, including 
streamlined microloans that have a lower amount of paperwork. 

• Farm Storage Facility Loans for that provide low-interest financing to build or upgrade storage 
facilities for organic commodities, including cold storage, grain bins, bulk tanks and drying and 
handling equipment. 

• Services such as mapping farm and field boundaries and reporting organic acreage that can be 
provided to a farm’s organic certifier or crop insurance agent. 

Visit www.fsa.usda.gov/organic to learn more about how FSA can help organic farmers. For an 
interactive tour of CRP success stories, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/CRPis30 or follow #CRPis30 on 
Twitter. To learn more about FSA programs visit a local FSA office or www.fsa.usda.gov. To find 
your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
Direct Loans 
FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating Loans to producers who want to 
establish, maintain or strengthen their farm or ranch. FSA loan officers process, approve and 
service direct loans.  

Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and feed, farm equipment, fuel, farm 
chemicals, insurance and other costs including family living expenses. Operating loans can also be 
used to finance minor improvements or repairs to buildings and to refinance some farm-related 
debts, excluding real estate.  

Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm, construct 
and repair buildings, and to make farm improvements.  

The maximum loan amount for both direct farm ownership and operating loans is $300,000 and a 
down payment is not required. Repayment terms vary depending on the type of loan, collateral and 
the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans are normally repaid within seven years and 
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farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years.  

Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to apply for a direct farm ownership or 
operating loan.  

 
Save Time – Make an Appointment with FSA 
To insure maximum use of your time and to insure that you are afforded our full attention to your 
important business needs, please call our office ahead of your visit to set an appointment and to 
discuss any records or documentation that you may need to have with you when you arrive for your 
appointment. For local FSA Service Center contact information, please visit: 
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app. 

 
Selected Interest Rates for June 2016 
Farm Operating Loans — Direct 2.25% 
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 3.50% 
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher 1.50% 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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