
 “I’ve got a lot more to 
learn, and I’d love to stick 
around past my first term,” 
McRae said. “Each county is so 
different they need local voices 
interpreting local rules, and 
occasionally, challenging rules 
that don’t work for them.” 

 

 

 Chris Holt, the County 
FSA Adams County Executive 
Director, started the search for 
a new female advisor to the 
Adams County Committee 
two years ago. Trish McRae, a 
relatively new farmer in the 
area, was one of his first con-
tacts. 

 “When the committee was 
looking for a replacement for 
our retiring advisor we felt a 
livestock producer was need-
ed,” Holt said. “We were very 
fortunate to tap a younger 
rancher in Trish, who is very 
active in her operation, work-
ing with husband Luke in all 
aspects of the ranch.” 

 McRae and her family 
raise cattle and farm triticale 
and wheat for feed. She grew 
up on a farm in nearby Lincoln 
County, but moved after mar-
rying Luke. Advisors serve one
-year terms. Trish is working 
on her third term. 

 The Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) County Committee 
structure intends to represent 
the diversity of the counties it 
makes up. When that might 
not be the case, advisors are 
appointed to give a voice to 

those diverse populations. 

 “Even though I serve as a 
non-voting member, I know 
my opinion counts,” McRae 
said. “My background allows 
me to bring a different per-
spective to issues the commit-
tee faces.” 

 Emergency grazing op-
tions for the Conservation Re-
serve Program (CRP) is one of 
the areas county committees 
oversee. When pasture condi-
tions deteriorated last spring, 
phone calls from ranchers 
flooded the Adams County 
FSA office. Ranchers asked 
about available CRP options. 
McRae provided valuable in-
sight into the debate, Holt 
said. She brought not only her 
operation’s situation but 
reached out to ranchers 
throughout the county to see 
how bad the problem was. 

 Getting information out to 
other farmers and ranchers is a 
part of the job McRae enjoys. 
The ranching lifestyle can be 
isolating, but talking to people 
about FSA programs and poli-
cies during trips has been a 
great way to become a part of 
the community, she said. 

Advisor  Br ings  Diver s i ty  of  Per spect ive to Committee 

National Programs— 
Local Leadership 
Adams County, WA 

“My background 
allows me to bring a 
different perspective to 
issues the committee 
faces.” - Trish McRae, 
Adams County 
Committee Advisor.  

Trish McRae, FSA County  
Committee Advisor—Adams County  

 Photo courtesy of Trish McRae 

 

USDA Farm Service Agency—Washington 

For more information 
contact:  

Patrick Lewis 

509-323-3000 

Patrick.lewis@wa.usda.gov 

FSA election website 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=cce�
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