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County Committee Election Announced 

Ballots have been sent to all eligible voters in Local Administrative Area #1 (Northern 1/3 of 
Adams County).  The election period began November 3rd and continues through December 
4th , 2006.  Ballots need to be returned to the FSA office, or be postmarked if mailed, not later 
than December 4, 2006 to be eligible for inclusion in the tabulation. Please do not forget to 
sign your ballot! One candidate, Greg Galbreath of Ritzville was nominated and appears on 
the ballot.  Write in ballots are also acceptable, with the requirement that the person being 
written in has a farming interest in the LAA holding the election, and would be willing to serve 
on the committee if elected.  Ballots will be counted at the USDA Service Center office, on 
December 7th, 2006 beginning at 9:00 A.M.  The ballot counting is open to anyone who wishes 
to come watch local government in action. 

 
2007 DCP Signup Requirements 

Appointments are now being accepted to enroll farms into the 2007 Direct Counter Cyclical 
Program (DCP).  As previously published, advance payments for the 2007 version of the 
program have been reduced to 22% and may be selected to be received beginning in 
December 2006; all other program details remain unchanged from previous years. 
 
One detail that will be receiving additional scrutiny from our staff this year is the issue of  
representative signature authority, and the documentation requirements to support these 
signatures.  The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) recently conducted a review of 
certain FSA offices nationwide, and it was their determination that many of the payments being 
issued to farmers through our agency were not supported by the appropriate documentation, 
or by a valid signature to bind entities, partnerships, joint ventures and similar operations.  In 
many instances, the missing details were minor; for example, failure to put the word “by” when 
signing in a representative capacity, or failing to list the word “trustee” when signing in a 
representative capacity for a trust.  However, the last thing that we want in a year where new 
“farm bill” legislation is being debated is to provide opponents of the agricultural community 
with a report showing that payments to our customers are “improper”, particularly for small 
oversights in how signatures are accepted.  Therefore, we will be reviewing all the 
documentation which supports proper signature authorities closely during the 2007 enrollment 
periods.  In those cases where we find that additional documentation is needed, we appreciate 
your cooperation in completing the necessary requested updates.  Examples of what this may 
involve include providing corporate minutes or other documents which provide information on 
the members eligible to sign on behalf of the entity, or completing FSA-211 power of attorney 
forms to designate a person eligible to sign on behalf of all members of a partnership or joint 
operation. 
 
With this extra amount of review being completed on each application, we are requesting that 
you call ahead for an appointment to enroll in DCP this year.  We hope to use the time ahead 
of your appointment to research your files and determine if any additional documentation may 
be required to complete signup.   
  

Dividing Crop Bases using Landowner Designation 
Under the farm reconstitution process, when a part of a tract or farm is sold, and it has been 
owned by the seller for at least three years, the process of “landowner designation” is available 
as a method of dividing crop bases.  Under landowner designation, both the seller and 
purchaser must agree to the designation, which could then allow for the parties to divide bases 
in a manner other than the “ag-use” method, under which bases are divided in the same ratio 
that cropland is divided.  An example of where this is sometimes used includes purchases of 
small hobby farm acreage where the purchaser does not intend to participate in USDA 
programs, but the seller will continue to participate on the portion of the parent farm/tract 
where ownership is retained.  If you are selling a portion of a farm, and believe this method of 
division of bases would be beneficial to you, please contact our office for further information. 
 

Ag Credit Officer in Ritzville and Othello 
Ag credit programs available through Farm Service Agency for Adams County producers are 
handled through the FSA credit staff located in the Ephrata USDA Service Center.  Under a 
new outreach program, credit staff have scheduled one day per month to be available in 
Ritzville, and an additional day in Othello.  In Othello, staff will be available at the Conservation 
District office, 449 E. Cedar Blvd., on Tuesday, November 21st between 9:00 A.M. and 3:00 
P.M.  In Ritzville, staff will be available in the USDA Service Center, on Wednesday, 
December 13th between 9:00 A.M. and 3:00 P.M.  
 
To learn more about the FSA loan programs, answer your questions, to receive assistance 
with submitting an application from a loan officer, or current borrowers with credit business to 
conduct are encouraged to please plan on taking advantage of this service during scheduled 
appointment days.  Current borrowers may wish to contact credit staff ahead of appointment 
days, so they are aware you will be visiting, and will be prepared with your case files. 
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NAP Perennial Fruit Deadline 
 
The deadline for purchase of Noninsured Assistance Program coverage on perennial fruit crops where multi-peril federal crop 
insurance is not available is November 20th, 2006.  Examples of crops eligible for coverage under NAP in Adams County include 
cherries, peaches, plums, apricots, pears and grapes.  NAP coverage costs $100 per crop covered, not to exceed $300 for all 
crops covered in a County, nor $900 for coverage in all counties in which you farm.  NAP covers losses due to weather related 
events at 50% of the producers’ established proven yield, and 55% of market price.   
 
 

New State Executive Director for FSA 
 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) Administrator Teresa Lasseter recently announced the appointment of Jack Silzel to State 
Executive Director (SED) for FSA in Washington. 
 
Prior to accepting the FSA appointment, Silzel served more than 10years in Washington, D.C. as the agriculture policy director 
for former Congressman George Nethercutt, and legislative director for Congresswoman Cathy McMorris.   He worked closely 
with House and Senate Agriculture Committee members and staff on issues surrounding re-authorization of the Farm Bill.  He 
served nine years as senior advisor for agriculture and rural affairs, assisting House Appropriations Committee members.  
 
A fourth-generation farmer, Silzel was actively involved in his family’s diversified farm operation near Oakesdale, Washington, 
where they produced wheat, barley, lentils, dry peas, Kentucky bluegrass turf seed and hogs prior to his congressional aide 
service.  Jack replaces Jim Fitzgerald, who accepted a position with USDA Rural Development in Washington D.C. in July 2006.  
Welcome back to Washington, the State, Jack! 
  

 
Pacific North-West Under Cutter Grant Applications Available 

 
Washington Association of Wheat Growers is the recipient of a NRCS Conservation Innovative Grant (CIG) for a three year 
project to “Demonstrate and advance the under cutter method for winter wheat – summer fallow farming in the inland Pacific 
Northwest” designated as the PNW Under cutter Project. The Grant will address the natural resources concerns of soil erosion 
reduction, overall soil quality, soil productivity; and atmospheric resources (Agricultural emissions of particulates).  Project 
duration will be from the summer of 2006 through the summer of 2009, and will include a cost share to the farmer, administered 
by WAWG.   
 
This project is a regional effort across two states, Washington and Oregon. Its goal is to engage 50 growers, through a cost 
share program, to demonstrate and encourage the adoption of the undercutter method of summer fallow farming.  The grant 
targets growers in the dryland areas, 12 inches or less annual rainfall ,  engaged in winter-wheat summer-fallow operations in 
the following fourteen counties: Washington state - Adams, Benton, Douglas, Franklin, Grant, Klickitat, Lincoln, Walla Walla, 
Yakima, and in Oregon state - Gilliam, Morrow, Sherman, Umatilla, and Wasco.  
 
Applications and criteria are now available at the Washington Association of Wheat Growers website www.wawg.org  or by 
calling 1-800-598-6890 #11. 

 
MILC-X Production Start Dates for 2007 

 
Under the original MILC-X program for 2006, certain dairy producers were excluded from selecting October or November as the 
starting months for their MILC-X contract payment period.  This was due to the fact that those months in 2005 did not have a 
positive payment rate in effect.  Due to this original exclusion, and the fact that the original selection month carries forward to 
future years unless changed by the producer, certain producers were inadvertently excluded from selecting October or 
November as payment starting months for their 2007 contract period.  Dairy producers with 2007 MILC-X contracts are notified 
that eligible dairy operations where the original date selected was December 2006  are authorized to change to either October or 
November 2006.  In order to complete this action, eligible producers need to complete CCC-580M form with their administrative 
county office, not later than December 14, 2006.  If you believe this situation affects your dairy operation, please contact our 
office to discuss the actions needed to complete this change.  
 

 


