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County Committee Elections Underway 

Ballots have been sent to all eligible voters for the upcoming County Committee election in 
Local Administrative Area (LAA) 3.  This LAA comprises the South 1/3 of the County, with 
Providence Road as the dividing line to the North, and Whitman, Franklin and Grant County 
lines establishing the remaining boundaries of the district.  The following producers have been 
nominated and agree to serve for a three year term if elected. 
 
Elizabeth “Becky” Lyle - Becky and husband Chris produce irrigated and dryland wheat, 
Kentucky bluegrass seed, canola, and participate in the Conservation Reserve Program 
primarily in the area west of Cunningham.  Becky has served a total of nine years as the 
female advisor to the County Committee. 
  
Santos Villarreal - Santos and wife Belkys produce and custom harvest field corn silage in the 
Columbia Basin Irrigation Project area surrounding Othello.  Santos has served as an alternate 
to the County Committee for the past six years. 
 
LeRoy Watson Jr. - LeRoy and wife Val produce dryland wheat, and participate in the 
Conservation Reserve Program in the Sandhills area west of Washtucna.  LeRoy has served 
the past three years as a member of the County Committee. 
 
Each of these three persons is to be commended for their willingness to continue to serve the 
farmers and ranchers of Adams County.  Thank you! 
 
Ballots must be returned to the Adams County office personally, or be postmarked not later 
than Monday, December 3, 2007 in order to be timely filed.  In addition, voters must sign their 
ballot on the signature label in order for the ballot to be considered valid.  Please remember to 
use the appropriate signature authority when signing on behalf of entities.  Ballots will be 
counted on Thursday, December 6th, beginning at 9:00 A.M. at the USDA Service Center, in 
Ritzville.  The public is welcome to observe the balloting process. 
  

Livestock and Crop Disaster Programs Signups Underway 
The Livestock Compensation Program (LCP) 
LCP compensates livestock producers for feed losses occurring between January 1, 2005 and 
February 28, 2007 due to an eligible natural disaster.  The feed lost must have been feed for 
claimed eligible livestock such as cows, sheep, goats, etc.  Eligible disaster declarations in 
Adams County included drought during the 2005 crop year, county wide, and hail and high 
winds occurring in limited areas of the county in July 2006.  To apply for assistance under this 
program, you will need to be prepared to provide us with accurate herd numbers including 
size, as of the beginning date of the disaster event, and also establish the level of loss to feed 
sources which were as a result of the disaster condition.  This primarily entails your estimate of 
the amount of loss to native range during the disaster year which was as a result of the 
disaster condition. 
  
The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) 
LIP compensates producers for the physical loss of livestock due to natural disasters that 
occurred during the same January 1, 2005 to February 28, 2007, due to an eligible natural 
disaster.  These deaths must have been a direct result of the eligible disaster event, which 
includes the same secretarial disaster declarations identified for LCP.  We anticipate that this 
program may have limited applicability to Adams County livestock producers. 
 
Producers who suffered losses under both LCP and LIP, or those who suffered losses in 
multiple years under either/both programs are limited to receiving benefits in only one year. 

 
The Crop Disaster Program (CDP) 
CDP signup is underway for producers who suffered yield based losses to crops in 2005, 
2006, and/or for 2007 on those crops planted on or before February 28, 2007.  Eligibility to 
receive assistance under this program is limited to producers who were carrying multi-peril 
federal crop insurance on insurable crops, or noninsured assistance program (NAP) coverage 
through FSA for uninsurable crops, during the year for which loss is claimed.  There is no 
requirement for the county to have had a disaster declaration for your cause of loss.  Yield 
losses in excess of 35% will receive compensation. 
 
In addition to quantity based losses, there will be a quality loss component to the CDP 
program for the same years as identified above.  Signup dates for the quality loss portion of 
CDP have not yet been established.  No ending date for signup for any of the disaster 
programs has been announced to date. 
 
Producers who suffered crop losses in multiple years are limited to selecting one year in which 
to receive CDP assistance. Signup will be conducted on an appointment basis to ensure staff 
familiar with the disaster application process, are available to assist you. 
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Payment Limitation and Farm Updates 
Through the past year our office has been conducting a complete review and update of producer eligibility records needed for 
participation in USDA programs. Through passage of the Improper Payment Identification Act, or IPIA, Congress sent a strong 
message that farm programs benefits will be distributed only to those persons for whom proper eligibility has been established.  
As we complete this review for 2007, and as we move into the 2008 eligibility process, there are a number of items to be 
emphasized to all program participants. 
 
Changing Your Farming Operation - Each year as you initiate contact with the FSA or NRCS offices to enroll in USDA 
programs, remember that our records can only be as accurate as the information you provide to us.  If you have made changes 
in one or more items, such as changes in operator, creation of new entities, addition or subtraction of land from the farming 
operation through sale, lease or purchase, or similar type changes, PLEASE LET US KNOW.  We sometimes happen across 
changes that you fail to report well after the fact, and many programs do not allow for changes past established announced 
signup deadlines.  Finding out those items after it is too late to correct them can result in potential program ineligibility, 
overpayments and other similar consequences. 
 
Eligibility Forms - For most programs, there are three key forms which must be on file to determine your eligibility for benefits.  
Form CCC-502 Farm Operating Plan for Payment Eligibility shows how the farming operation will be conducted for the current 
year, and is the basis for County Committee determinations of “actively engaged”, “person”, “cash-rent tenant”  and “foreign 
person”  determinations, as well as determinations of having shares commensurate with claimed shares, and “at risk” in the 
farming operation.  In addition, form CCC-501 Designation of Permitted Entities is used by producers with interest in entities to 
request payment for their share of entity benefits.  The forms are considered a continuous form once signed; however, any 
changes to your farming operation which would effect one or more of the determinations made by the County Committee 
requires the filing of either an update to the form, or a new form.  Failure to update the form can lead to ineligibility for program 
benefits, if it is determined that you conducted your farming operation in a manner other than portrayed on the CCC-502 plan. 
  
Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land and Wetland Certification is required to certify that you will be in compliance with the highly 
erodible land and wetland provisions, commonly known as “sodbuster/swampbuster”, which were made part of eligibility for 
USDA benefits with passage of the 1985 farm bill.  Once filed, this form is also continuous; however, should you wish to plant an 
agricultural commodity on any land where a “highly erodible land” determination has not previously been made, or if you plan to 
do any drainage activities which may effect a wetland, to include creating, modifying, improving or maintaining new or existing 
drainages, you will need to update the form for referral to NRCS, and have a determination completed prior to conducting the 
activities.  Failure to comply with highly erodible land provisions can make you ineligible for program benefits in all programs in 
the year of violation; wetland violations can be even more difficult to surmount, as those violations can cause ineligibility for 
benefits until such time as the wetland is restored or mitigated, which can in some instances be more than one year. 
 
Form CCC-526 Average Adjusted Gross Income Certification is required to verify that person(s) receiving USDA benefits do not 
earn on average greater than $2.5 million in the three year period preceding the year in which you request benefits, or in the 
event average adjusted gross income is greater than this amount, that a minimum of 75% comes from farming or ranching 
activities.  This form is also considered continuous, unless you have an income event requiring an update to the form.  Certain 
programs to include CRP new enrollments, or reenrollments, require a recertification as of the year of enrollment. 
 
Deceased Persons and Estates - FSA permits benefits to be received, generally speaking, by persons who become deceased 
after enrollment in USDA programs, and for which all other eligibility requirements continue to be met, or through the estate of 
these persons, upon the receipt of appropriate documentation from the executor or administrator responsible for the estate. FSA 
is required to monitor the progress of the estate and to correct and update our records upon the closing of the estate to reflect 
it’s disbursement.  Further, FSA is required to annually review any estate which remains open in excess of two program years, 
and to make a determination that the reason for the estate remaining open is not for the continued receipt of USDA benefits. 
 
Proper Signature Authority - Positive documentation of whom may sign documents and enter into contracts is required from 
entities and other farming operations.  Examples of this may be partnership agreements and joint venture agreements, copies of 
corporate resolutions or minutes, letters of testamentary for estates, or copies of trust agreements for irrevocable and revocable 
trusts and estates.  Power of attorney on FSA-211 is also acceptable for persons acting as agent to any producer.  Other forms 
of power of attorney are generally not acceptable. 
 
We understand these requirements impose an extra burden on all parties involved; however, proper documentation has been 
determined by Congress to be the key to their continued support of the farm programs.  Thanks for your help meeting IPIA. 


